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ALGERIA 


Albdesselam’s Policy ‘Contradicts’ HCE Program 
93AF0754A Algiers EL WATAN in French 3 Jul 93 p 1 


[Cominentary by Khaled Mahrez: “Act” 


[Text] Ali Kafi yesterday denounced “the conservative 
forces” opposing change. It was the first time that the 
president of the HCE [Higher State Council] had used 
such an expression. He did not mention those “forces” 
by name. Whom did he have in mind? 


No one can forget Belaid Abdesselam’s outburst last 
week. His speech, which received wide coverage in the 
government press and on television, has caused real 
uneasiness. The head of the government has set himself 
up as a real competitor of the HCE, making it appear to 
citizens of Algeria and the rest of the world that Algeria 
is ruled by a two-headed government. This is not the first 
time that his behavior has been in complete contradic- 
tion with the HCE’s program. Things have reached such 
a stage that there is some bitterness in high places over 
the fact that his services were requested. 


Ambition seems to be blinding Abdesselam, who has 
apparently chosen to pursue the worst possible policy to 
attain his ends even although doing so may harm the 
country’s interests by, among other things, cutting off 
access to international financial circles at a time when 
the lack of foreign exchange is being tragically felt. He 
probably feels that the HCE cannot easily fire him, and 
that is why he is engaging in blackmail. Unfortunately, 
his behavior is only making the country’s problems 
worse by increasing confusion. 


Important figures who ere very familiar with the state’s 
affairs emphasize that the longer he remains as head of 
the government, the deeper Algeria will sink into crisis. 
If that is so, one wonders what the decisionmakers are 
waiting for before making the necessary decision. Unless 
their lack of firmness conceals a lack of cohesion in high 
places. It is not enough to complain. 


Malek Discusses Islamists, French Immigration Law 
93AF0726A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 19 Jun 93 p 6 


[Interview with Algerian Foreign Minister Redha Malek 
by AL-HAYAH in Paris; date not given: “Calls on Iran 
To Stop its ‘Agitation’”’—first three paragraphs are AL- 
HAYAH introduction] 


[Text] Algerian Foreign Minister Mr. Redha Malek 
announced that France wants to take part in current 
efforts to restore stability in Algeria. He confirmed—in 
an interview with AL-HAYAH in Paris after his meeting 
with French President Francois Mitterrand—that he 
would raise the subject of the new French immigration 
laws in his talks with officials, “to avoid any psycholog- 
ical threat to our community.” 
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Asked about the growth of the fundamentalist move- 
ment in Algeria, he said that there were domestic causes. 
He said, “It is true that there is deprivation and injustice. 
But are these reasons for spreading instability in the 
country?”’ He condemned the attempts of some countries 
to “export their revolution and ideas, and spread an 
atmosphere of hegemony in the region.” 


He emphasized that it is essential that “some countries 
not be used as bases for the launching of terrorist acts 
and organizing terrorist networks.” He announced that 
presidential elections would take place in Algeria after 
a transitional period starting at the end of this year or 
the beginning of next year. He called on the Iranian 
government to “stop its agitation,” and indicated that 
Algeria is seeking to facilitate ‘ta logical solution” to 
the Western Desert issue that would “insure stability in 
our region.” 


The text of the interview follows. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] What do you expect from 
France? How was your meeting with President Mitter- 
rand? 


[Malek] The meeting with President Mitterrand was 
friendly and confidence-building. He reaffirmed to us 
his country’s support for what Algeria is now doing in 
terms of reforming all sectors. The French know very 
well the difficult phase we are going through, under- 
stand it completely, and want not only to show good- 
will but also to take part in current efforts to restore 
stability in Algeria. The purpose of this brief visit of 
mine to France is to continue consultations with 
French officials. I have met both President Francois 
Mitterrand and Foreign Minister Alain Juppe to clarify 
a number of issues of interest to both countries, to 
create the right atmosphere for redefining aspects of 
Algerian-French cooperation. 


{[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] France has expressed many 
times its inclination to solve the debt problem in Algeria 
on its own account, by resecheduling it through the Paris 
Club, while you have rejected that. What about this 
issue? 


[Malek] This question is very complicated, and it is 
difficult to deal with it in the context of our current talks. 
What might be said is that we are depending primarily 
on ourselves, despite the difficulty of the situation. We 
are now talking with international financial organiza- 
tions, such as the International Monetary Fund. We 
must acknowledge that France is now playing a role in 
accordance with the level of this organization, in order to 
clarify the Algerian position. 


As to the matter of Algeria’s debt to France, we are 
continuing to talk with the French to examine, with 
them, the means of their aid to us in this difficult 
transitional period. In any case, Algeria is paying its 
debt, and regularly. I see no need to penalize Algeria, 2s 
it respects all its commitments to its lenders. Our talks 
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with the French Government and the IMF are ongoing— 
to study this matter in depth. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] You mentioned that the 
Algerian community in France is worried about its fate 
as the result of the new French immigration laws. Did 
you raise this subject with French officials? 


[Malek] In the meeting set between Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua and me, we will discuss the subject, given 
the tact that Algeria and France have had an immigra- 
tion agreement since 1968. The French proposed that we 
hold negotiations to adapt this agreement to the new 
situation and new laws. These laws touch on French 
sovereignty, but we call for caution in their application, 
because they may lead to an intensified monitoring 
system, thus increasing the hard situation of our 
nationals who reside in France. Of course we will raise 
this subject with French officials, to avoid any psycho- 
logical threat to our community. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] The whole world is uneasy 
about the situation in Algeria, the rise of the funda- 
mentalist movement, and the rise in violence. It 
appears that the present Algerian Government has, like 
previous governments, failed in its effort to prevail 
over this movement. The government answers violence 
with violence, and does not respond to the people’s 
demands. And all the governments have failed at the 
economic level. 


{Malek] First of all, the crisis that Algeria is experi- 
encing is political, and has an economic stamp. You 
alluded to our large debts, which impose harsh restraints 
on us. But to say that nothing is working, and that 
everything we’re doing is futile, would be rash and 
overstated and spread fear. It is normal that there would 
be some worry, particularly as we do not hide the 
difficulties of the situation. We realize that our job at 
the security level is long-term and needs time, but the 
important thing is to provide to determination shown 
by the High State Council to confront the situation. 


Naturally, everyone wants quick results, and these . 


results will appear, but it will take time. We are moving 
ahead with decisive steps. I don’t want to give an 
impression of exaggerated optimism, but when we 
commit ourselves to action like this, we are sure of what 
we are doing, and we hope that in the end everything 
will be back to normal. The Algerian state still exists; it 
may look from the outside that it is in a state of total 
collapse, but that is not true. The state is alive and at 
work. A little weakness has affected it in past years, but 
we are trying to give it a second wind, to permit us to 
maintain the public system and enact all the programs 
of the High State Council to get out of the crisis. 


{[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Do you think that the eco- 
nomic and social crisis and the government’s failure to 
respond to the people’s needs are the only reasons for the 
rise of the fundamentalist movement in Algeria? Or is 
there foreign involvement from Iran or Sudan feeding 
the movement? 
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[Malek] Of course, there are domestic reasons behind the 
rise of this fundamentalist phenomenon. It is clear that 
successive Algerian governments have, since indepen- 
dence, tried to establish a modern state, and it is also 
clear that at the present time, 30 years after indepen- 
dence, we are at a tough stage—a stage of change which 
is, after all, global. The whole world is experiencing 
change. We are now in a phase of transition from 
one-party rule to political pluralism. This is, of course, a 
very difficult phase, requiring time, patience, and care. 
We are facing the risks of deviation, and we in Algeria 
have seen a deviation that has led to the problems we are 
now confronting. Therefore as we have our transition to 
democracy, we must avoid deviations, and obtain the 
conditions indispensable to strengthening the state. Sec- 
ondly, the various political parties must be ready to 
plunge into the battle of democratic legitimacy. Those 
who reject the democratic game, and complain in the 
name of democracy, are not serious. It is true that there 
is deprivation and injustice, but are these reasons for 
spreading instability through the country? This is what I 
consider to be unjust. There is a chance to solve the 
difficult social, political, and economic problems 
through consultation and close attention to our situation 
and our problems. 


It is also certain that the phenomenon we are seeing in 
Algeria has extensions abroad. It is no coincidence that 
numerous countries are confronting this problem at the 
same time. There is, then, a factor of instability whose 
source is abroad, and we must confront it in a logical and 
intense manner. 


At the same time, it is not normal for some countries to 
seek to try and export their revolution and their ideas, 
and to spread an atmosphere of hegemony in the region, 
\ogether with psychological and spiritual pressure, and 
toying with people’s religious feelings. We condemn 
these practices. We want there to be brotherhood, under- 
standing, and mutual respect between Islamic countries. 
Improving the regional atmosphere requires an end to 
the continuing fear and anxiety. There are real problems 
that must and will be solved, so there is no need to 
spread an unhealthy atmosphere in the region. It is 
unfortunate that some of the media have at times helped 
to spread this atmosphere. 


As far as the Islamic countries are concerned, there must 
be a stop to giving the rest of the world this distorted 
picture of Islam. We must work together to deal deci- 
sively with these crises. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] What have you decided to do 
about the FIS leaders detained in Germany? Do you 
have specific demands to make of the Germans or the 
French, given that it is the Western countries that 
received the Islamist leaders? 


[Malek] There are two things. The first is the internal 
problem, which each country handles in the ways it sees 
fit. For us, what we may legitimately ask of others is that 
they not tolerate persons we have expelled, persons 
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against whom Interpol has issued reports of their having 
engaged in turbulent activities and made violent calls for 
mutiny and assassinations. This is what we cannot 
accept. Certain countries should not be used as bases for 
launching terrorists acts, organizing terrorist networks, 
or making violent public statements. We will inform the 
governments of these countries of our position on these 
matters. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] Algeria is now experiencing, 
on an almost daily basis, acts of terrorism committed by 
fundamentalists in what is practically a war between the 
military and fundamentalists. It does not seem that the 
measures taken by the government are sufficient to 
regain control of the situation. What is your view? 


[Malek] I have previously said that this is an issue that 
needs time, and that we are exerting increasing control 
over the situation on the ground. It is not just a matter of 
the army, but of society as a whole. It is up to society to 
make a move and condemn the fundamentalist phenom- 
enon. I believe that Algeria will emerge victorious from 
this difficult crisis. This is not the first trial we have 
endured. 

[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] The High State Council is the 
transitional body. What is expected in 1994— 
presidential elections or something else? 

(Malek] The task of the High Council, which is to fill the 
vacuum of authority, will be completed by the end of this 
year or early next, in such a way that there will be 
transitional institutions to manage the situation until it 
stabilizes, until political parties can be allowed to take up 
the game of democracy, meaning organizing ourselves 
better to be ready for elections. This is our program, and 
I reaffirm that there will be continuity in the system. 


—* AL-AWSAT] What about presidential elec- 
tions 


[Malek] They will take place after the transitional phase. 
[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] After how many years? 


[Malek] That has not been decided yet. It will be settled 
in the coming weeks. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] What about relations with 
Morocco, especially as regards the Western Desert issue? 


[Malek] The United Nations is now looking into the 
Western Desert issue. We in Algeria support a final 
solution to this conflict, and are putting all our weight 
behind facilitating a logical solution that secures stability 
in our region. That requires the political will of every 
party to the conflict. 

[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] How do you view the 
breaking of relations between Algeria and Iran? Is the 
crisis between you continuing? 


[Malek] We have no problem with the people of Iran, 
and we proceeded to break relations without wanting 
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one. But we regard it as abnormal for any country to 
interfere in Algerian affairs. Algerians are intensely sen- 
sitive about their national sovereignty, and will not 
accept interference in their internal affairs. When some 
persons cease their i ible statements against our 
country, conditions will be healthier, and things will go 
back to normal, but they must stop their agitation. 
[AL-SHARQ wena tog Rete What is oe $ position on 
what is now happening in Somalia 


[Malek] The situation in Somalia is very difficult. We, as 
Africans, see that the African continent is suffering great 
Pee Set et cap Caen So me ee 
of extinction as a result of tribalism and thievery. The 
situation is very worrisome. The United Nations is 
trying to work in Somalia, but the preservation of 
national sovereignty must ‘ie left to peoples, and their 
right to self-determination is a light to the intellect. It is 
up to the Security Council to be wary oi the possibility of 
its turning into a world government, and of adopting 
resolutions it enforces militarily on the ground. That 
might create dangerous situations. The task of interna- 
tional forces is to create buffer zones between disputants; 
if they become a military force for direct intervention, it 
will lead to problems. We discussed this problem with 
the Secretary General of the United Nations, Butros 
Butros-Ghali, in Vienna. 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT] We were told that you will 
discuss the topic of Libya with the French. What is your 
view of the international sanctions imposed on Libya? 
Did you bring it up with U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher? 


[Malek] The countries of the Arab Maghreb Federation 
are making an effort to find a solution to this problem. It 
has started to drag on too long, and is troubling to the 
whole region, not just Libya. 


Energy Minister Discusses Petroleum Sector 
Outlook 


93AF0658A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
17 Jun 93 p 9 


[Interview with Aigerian Energy Minister Hacene Mefti 
by Randah Tagi-al-Din in Geneva; date not given: “Our 
Objective Is To Double Gas Production in Three Years; 
Algeria Will Experience Difficult Period Until 1995”)} 


[Text] Paris—Algerian Energy Minister Hacene Mefti 
reviewed his country’s economic condition to AL- 
HAYAH during his presence in Geneva, stressing that 
Belaid Abdessalam’s government has adopted two main 
laws to introduce Algeria into the free economy, namely 
the investment law and the trade law. He pointed out 
that Algeria seeks to double its gas production capacity, 
amounting to 30 billion cubic meters currently, saying 
that this objective cannot be accomplished before the 
onset of 1996. Mefti emphasized that the most difficult 
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period for Algerians will be from this year until 1995. 
Following is text of the interview with the Algerian 
minister: 


[Taqi-al-Dia] Everybody is apprehensive and worried 
over the situation in in Algeria, especially since Belaid 
Abdessalam’s government has done nothing to date. 


[Mefti] We are in a difficult period and we are experi- 
encing a crisis which we must overcome and surpass. 
Abdessalam’s government has offered a complete and 
comprehensive program to overcome the crisis within 
three to five years. I believe that the statement that 
Abdessalam has done nothing is unfair. Algeria doesn’t 
adveriice its accomplishments adequately. But experts 
are »ware that Algeriv, which has joined the market 
economy reciitly, has made great progress. The legal 
system adopted by the country to join this free economy 
is tantamount to outsianding and immense progress, 
which will be made complete shortly with the introduc- 
tion of the final provisions, such as the new trade law. 


To say that Abdessalam’s government has done nothing 
is also unfair because since 1988, when Algeria decided 
to introduce economic reforms and to join the market 
economy gradually, nearly a complete set of laws has 
been introduced to legislate this tendency and facilitate 
the work of foreign, national, and private investments in 
the country. 


[Taqi-al-Din] But at the petroleum level, no negotiations 
have been held to conclude partnership contracts with 
foreign companies. Why the delay? 


[Mefti] What has happened is that since December 1991, 
i.e., in no more than 18 months, the text [of the law] has 
been clarified and understood and bids have been 
invited. A number of offers have been made and prelim- 
inary negotiations have been started. I believe that you 
are referring to the joint utilization of oil wells. These 
negotiations have encountered a number of difficulties 
which have not emanated from the Algerian side but 
from the complex nature of this type of partnership. We 
have already said repeatedly that the issue doesn’t 
involve a mere commercial or financial transaction but 
an important industrial transaction which we will imple- 
ment over a long period that may extend to 25 years in 
fields on which we don’t have accurate data. This joint 
process has begun to assume a regular form slowly. The 
continued and uninterrupted negotiations signify that 
the two sides are convinced of these negotiations, which 
also means that the agreements we conclude will be 
serious agreements capable of survival for both sides. 
This is the only reason for delay. There is no other reason 
whatsoever. 


[Taqi-al-Din] What is the message that you could 
address to the oil companies to allay their fears regarding 
Algeria’s security situation and to assure them that it is 
possible to operate in the Algerian oil sector without 
encountering problems? 
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{Mefti] I haven't heard the oil companies voice such a 
concern. In my numerous contacts with a number of 
these international companies, their officials didn’t 
express any such fear. They are accustomed to operating 
under circumstances posing the threat of instability and 
under difficult circumstances due to the lack of means of 
transportation and industry and of administrative 
cadres. In the preliminary contacts the companies held 
with the Algerian Petroleum Company (Sonatrac), I was 
surprised by their positive response regarding their will- 
ingness to work. As for the development strategy, there 
has been no objection to it by any party. Inversely, it is a 
subject of approval by everybody because every vigilant 
Algerian realizes that this strategy is an instrument to 
develop the national economy. 


[Taqi-al-Din] What kind of revenue development has the 
Algerian energy sector experienced in recent years and 
what are the expectations? 


(Mefti] Algeria’s revenues from gas sales have registered 
no noticeable increase in recent years. The production is 
a little more than 30 billion cubic meters annually. Our 
objective calls for doubling this volume. But this will not 
be accomplished before the end of 1995 and the onset of 
1996, when results will start showing. Therefore, the 
most difficult period for Algeria will be the 1993-95 
period. Afterward, additional revenues will make it 
possible to organize the economic revival process better, 
keeping in mind that we haven't been able to accomplish 
this to date because of the lack of liquidity. 


[Taqi-al-Din] Sid Ahmed Ghozali, Algeria’s ambassador 
in Paris, has said that 47 percent of Algeria's revenues go 
for the repayment of foreign debt. What was the value of 
the oil revenues in 1992? 


[Mefti] In the past three years, the revenues amounted to 
nearly $12 billion, of which oil constituted 95 percent. 
Meanwhile, servicing Algeria’s foreign debt consumed 
75 percent, which means that we repay our debts and 
that we don’t highlight this fact adequately. 


[Taqi-al-Din] The International Energy Agency [IEA] 
has been afraid of increased future reliance on OPEC oil, 
especially from OPEC’s Middle East members, because 
of their instability. Does this also apply to Algeria? 


[Mefti] IEA’s apprehension of increased reliance on 
OPEC oil is nothing new. It dates back to 1975. The 
agency recommended long ago economized energy con- 
sumption and the development of alternative energy 
sources, i.e., diversifying energy sources, such as natural 
gas, nuclear energy, and coal. These forms of energy have 
a fundamental place in consumption currently. 


The agency has always sought to develop its own storage 
capacity so it could overcome the ramifications of any 
regional crisis. It has also sought to achieve regional 
diversification so that if a certain source in a certain 
region dries up, this will not have ramifications to all 
economic activities. This is why a number of regions 
have been encouraged to engage in oil exploration and 
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production activities. The IEA has also worked to estab- 
lish a plan to spread out any shortage, meaning that its 
strategy is still the same. 


The Gulf countries’ oil represents two-thirds the world’s 
reserves. OPEC’s share of the market, estimated at less 
than 40 percent, will surpass 50 percent in the next 10-15 
years. This is the main source of the IEA’s apprehension. 
The second source is regional unrest in this or that 
country. 


As for Algeria, it poses no major danger, meaning that if 
it stops supplying the market with its production for one 
reason or the other, it will pose no major danger to the 
consuming countries. We make efforts to diversify our 
products and our clients in a manner that permits us to 
avoid tepid relations with this or that partner. Algeria’s 
exports of concentrates and gas exceed its oil exports. 


Algeria ‘Afghans’ Held in Peshawar 


93AF0766C Algiers EL WATAN in French 
20 Jul 93 p7 


[Text] The Government of Pakistan recently asked the 
Algerian authorities to address the question of 600 
Algerians who are living in former transit camps in the 
border city of Peshawar after being expelled by the 
various Afghan militia they had joined during the war 
against the former Soviet Union. 


The majority of the 600 Algerians saw several months of 
active participation in the war against Soviet troops and 
Najibollah’s communist regime. 


After the fall of Kabul, the Afghan militia became rivals 
for power and preferred to discharge from their ranks the 
mercenaries who came from various Arab countries to 
fight alongside them. Most of the mercenaries were from 
Egypt and Algeria, two nations rocked by terrorism 
advocated by extremist religious groups. 


The Algerian fighters used various channels, often dis- 
guised as trips for Muslim pilgrims and financed to a 
large degree by the Saudis, to reach the training and 
transit camps in Peshawar and enter the Afghan militia, 
primarily led by Hekmetyar and Shah Mas’ud. 


Following the withdrawal of Soviet forces, the fall of 
Kabul, and the outbreak of a devastating civil war, the 
United States modified its strategy toward religious 
extremists. Consequently, Riyadh cut off support to the 
major Afghan leaders. 


The Algerian mercenaries now find themselves with 
their backs to the wall as nearly stateless exiles who can 
either attempt a very risky voyage home or seek refuge in 
another country. It is a difficult choice because most of 
them have very little money. 


The 600 Algerian veterans under supervision in the 
camps of Peshawar are a major problem for the Pakistani 
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Government, which would like to evacuate them from 
Pakistan. What will be the response of the Algerian 
Government? 


Somalia: Peace Mission Turns to ‘War’ 


93AF0766B Algiers EL WATAN in French 
20 Jul 93 p 1 


{Editorial by Nadjia Bouzeghrane: “*A Mission of Peace 
or of War?”’} 


[Text] In a transformation approved by the United 
Nations, “Operation Restore Hope,’’ which was 
launched in Somalia with vast media coverage, is turning 
into a machine of war that sows death and hatred. 


Even though the Americans have withdrawn most of 
their troops and handed operations over to the United 
Nations, Americans hold the positions of command in 
Unosom-2 [UN Operations in Somalia]. 


The latest raid—on a house thought to be the site of a 
meeting among followers of General Aidid, whom the 
United Nations views as enemy number-one—resulted 
in many casualties, including women, children, and four 
journalists. The raid sparked open disagreement over the 
role and attributions of Unosom-2 and triggered reac- 
tions of discontent and disapproval. 


The Somalians who welcomed Operation Restore Hope 
with a sense of relief and gratitude express growing 
hostility toward the UN troops. 


The logic of war that has come to guide Unosom-2 to the 
detriment of the search for peace does not have unani- 
mous support. Through the intermediary of its defense 
minister, Italy made clear its opposition to the actions 
undertaken and has called for the suspension of military 
operations. 


The Italian contingent “went to Somalia to perform 
actions of peace and humanitarian aid as defined by a 
UN resolution and not to engage in actions that would 
impose peace through combat,” Italy’s defense minister 
stated. With its knowledge of Somalia, which it once 
ruled as a colonial power, Italy advocates political dia- 
logue and diplomatic action and has offered tc serve as 
intermediary. The Organization of African Unity also 
advocates a search for dialogue and has urged the United 
Nations to reconsider its operation in Somalia. 


Indeed, there is a compelling, urgent need for the mis- 
sion in Somalia to be redefined as a true mission of peace 
under the auspices of the United Nations. 





London: FIS Operating as Cultural Organization 
93AF0777A Algiers EL WATAN in French 
27 Jul 93 p 3 


[Interview with Christopher Battiscombe, British ambas- 
sador to Algeria, by Soraya Sayed; place and date not 
given] 


[Text] The national press reported a few days ago on the 
activities of certain members of the banned FIS [Islamic 
Salvation Front} operating in London under the guise of a 
cultural organization called “The Community of Algerians 
in Great Britain.” We contacted Mr. Christopher Battis- 
combe, Britain’s ambassador to Algeria, who was willing to 
provide us with further information on this subject. 


[Sayed] What is your view of the security situation in 
Algeria? 


[Battiscombe] You know, the English are well familiar 
with terrorism. What has priority, in our view, is the 
economic potential that Algeria has to offer. We would 
like to see stability return to your country as quickly as 
possible so that cooperation may be expanded. 


[Sayed] A few national dailies reported that the president 
of a cultural association issued threats in London against 
French and German interests, if France and Germany 
decide to extradite Rabah Kebir and Oussama Abassi. 
What is the position of the British authorities on this 
matter? 


[Battiscombe] Great Britain is a country where freedom 
of opinion and freedom of religion are protected. The 
government cannot intervene unless a law has been 
violated. Now, if individuals urge violence against other 
countries, it is up to those countries to notify the British 
authorities of their concern. 


[Sayed] Britain maintains a careful watch over its bor- 
ders, but certain individuals sought by the Algerian 
authorities have managed to enter Britain on false 
papers. What do you make of this? 


[Battiscombe] The system for monitoring entry into 
Britain is a very difficult one to evade or slip through. 
We have two monitoring processes: one for EEC 
nationals and the other for North Africans. Because we 
are in the midst of an economic recession we have no 
choice but to limit immigration from the eastern coun- 
tries and North Africa. 


[Sayed] The monitoring seems more flexible when a 
French passport is presented... 


[Battiscombe] That may well be true. Nonetheless, we 
are very vigilant in cases involving individuals impli- 
cated in terrorist acts or sought by Interpol [Interna- 
tional Criminal Police Organization]. If individuals 
sought by the Algerian authorities are present in Britain, 
the Algerian authorities should notify us. 


[Sayed] Have you taken the necessary steps to counter 
terrorist activities? 
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[Battiscombe] We cannot take action with regard to 
purely political activities. But as soon as the country of 
origin issues an arrest warrant for involvement in ter- 
rorist or criminal acts, steps are automatically taken. 


[Sayed] Have you received any requests from Algerian 
nationals for political asylum? 


[Battiscombe}] Yes, although a rather insignificant 
number. However, I cannot provide you with exact 
figures. 


[Sayed] What is their status? Are they scientists, politi- 
cians...? 


[Battiscombe] I cannot provide iz details on that. 


[Sayed] What is the criterion for receiving political 
asylum? 


[Battiscombe] The threat of being killed in one’s country 
of origin for political, religious, or ideological reasons. 


Internal Conflicts Impact on FIS Survivability 


93A4F0726B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
16 Jun 93 p 8 


Article by Zassi Salih al-Darwish: “Dialogue...and 
t's Left of the Algerian Salvation Front’’] 


[Text] Important questions come forcefully to mind for 
those observers of the evolution of conditions in Algeria, 
at this time when the discourse of Algerian rule has come 
to a crossroads of decisive options--to choose between 
the participation of FIS [Islamic Sai vation Front], or not, 
in the dialogue—or, more precisely, to eliminate it 
totally or partially from the dialogue process and its 
ical measures, should this process take a new step 
forward. The validity of the questions we will pose do 
not stop at the likely scenario merely to complete the 
dialogue process; no less important is the contrary pos- 
sibility: the chance of the dialogue’s ending if it should 
reach a dead end, and the annoucement of its failure. 


The first of these questions is related to the present 
situation of FIS at the organizational level, and of its 
presence among the public, and the size of that presence, 
as well as its “presence in absence” on the political scene. 


On the organizational front, it is difficult to draw a clear 
picture of the nizational situation after the decision to 
disband FIS and arrest the overwhelming majority of its 
leading founders. FIS came to life secretly, on organiza- 
tional bases consistent with its secret nature, and working 
outside the framework of legal sanction. But it is certain 
that its organizational size has dwindled significantly 
because of the arrests, although it might have grown in 
effectiveness and tenacity. It must be remarked that some 
of its top leaders, such as Shaykh Muhammad al-Sa’id, are 
still fugitives. Secur.ty agencies were unable to arrest them, 
despite intense and repeated efforts—which confirms the 
effectiveness of the secret organization. 


Of course, FIS’s party formula has changed radically in 
the past year. It has gone from being a party rising 
powerfully towards ruling, relying on its magnetic dyna- 
mism, fed by opportunistic factors, to being a secret 
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party, abandoned by its opportunistic members due to 
repression, and to fear of the strength of the government 
and its security agencies. Thus it appears that FIS has 
gone back to the launching pad—from which it has not 
taken off. Unlike most Arab fundamentalist groups, FIS 
did not begin organization action in the late 1980s, nor 
did it begin secretly. 


FIS began openly and with publicity. It began in a big 
house whose foundations were laid in very special 
circumstances, both in terms of the situation of the 
ruling system and the Algerian political scene, and the 
alliance-making meeting of Shaykhs Abbasi Madani 
and ’Ali Belhaj, who did not have sufficient time to set 
out clear tactical, political, and strategic bases for the 
organization before announcing it. Thus their chief 
concern was to gather the greatest possible number of 
supporters. So the doors were flung open for absolutely 
anyone to join the Front, and standards became con- 
fused. The dangerous problem arose between the new 
members and the voters, so that Shaykh ’Abbasi Madani 
announced a few months after the founding of FIS that 
it had 3 million members and voters, and that their 
names had been entered in a computer system. Madani 
considered everyone who gave a contribution or signed 
his name upon leaving mosques after prayers to be a 
new member of FIS. This phenomenon usually occurs in 
universal parties, such as the communist parties when 
they governed in Eastern Europe, as well as in the 
parties and movements created by specific historic 
events in a certain time framework, as was the case with 
some emancipation and national liberation movements 
whose dynamic appeal was based upon an individual 
leader, as with Peronism in Argentina, Gaullism in 
France, and Nasirism in Egypt—even with the National 
Liberation Front at the time of Algeria’s independence. 
These experiences prove that this mass phenomenon is 
prone to collapse, just as quickly as it grows, in the face 
of any unexpected obstacle in its course. 


The rapid mass spread [of popularity] always comes at 
the expense of an organization’s strength, cohesiveness, 
and effectiveness. This is what happened with FIS, and 
what facilitated the blows aimed at it. The security 
services easily penetrated the organization’s establish- 
ment, even its command structure, allowing them—the 
security agencies—to monitor these structures’ subse- 
quent schisms. The covert action commanders were 
forced to rely on other organizational methods, based on 
trial and error and caution in the process. This is what 
gives the organization format greater earnestness and 
effectiveness, at least at the present time and the near 
future, though it may be difficult to to estimate the 
significance of this organization and the extent of its 
spread through Algeria as a whole. 


Besides that, there are two murky issues, in terms of the 
organizational situation. The first is the connection 
between FIS’s secret organization and the imprisoned 
leadership. Theoretically, the liaison relationship must 
be nonexistent, due to the conditions of imprisonment 
and prosecution, though some leaders were able to 
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smuggle some information or instructions out of the 
prison, as was the case with ‘Ali Belhaj. From the 
practical standpoint, the lack of communication with the 
leadership does not affect the course of covert action, 
especially since at the present time and present circum- 
stances it does not need to adopt public political posi- 
tions, except for the position on armed action in which 
the extremist groups are engagin,. 


The relation between FIS’s secret political organization 
and the armed groups is the second murky point. It is not 
known whether Shaykh Muhammad al-Sa’id and those 
political leadership figures like him who oversee covert 
action, have a connection, any connection, with the 
armed groups, though these groups originated inside FIS. 
One of FIS’s thinkers has voiced his unhappiness with 
the recourse to violence, judging that FIS’s big mistake 
was accepting in its ranks groups historically known for 
their iuclination to violence. They were the remnants of 
Bouyali’s group, which ‘Ali Belhaj was close to. 


There are many indications that from the beginning 
armed terrorist action deviated from FIS's framework 
and the will of its political leadership. This leadership— 
including the covert action leadership—has no authority 
or influence over the armed groups, or the situation is 
beyond its control. This explains its total silence in the 
face of armed acts: it cannot condemn or support them. 
The caly factions of FIS that announced their support 
for “armed action” were Shaykh ‘Ali Belhay, ii a letter he 
smuggled out of prison; Shaykh Rabih Kebir, in a 
statement issued from his German exile, plus some press 
statements made there; as well as some elements resident 
in France, through statements and communiques circu- 
lated through mosques, though these elements were not 
members of the known leadership agencies of FIS. 


There is 1:0 evidence that the positions of ’Ali Belhaj and 
Rabih }.ebir express the view of the rest of the FIS 
leadership, "Abbasi Madani or 'AbdelKader Hachani in 
their prisons, or Muhammad al-Sa’id in his hiding place 
or places. It is not unthinkable that there may be 
differences between them and Belhaj and Rabih Kebir 
on these public stands in support of the armed groups. 
This is at the level of the high command. At the other 
leadership levels, and the cases, it is a different story. 
Manv of them have become involved in the assassina- 
tions avd acts of violence Algeria has witnessed in the 
past months. Many of them have confessed their partic- 
ipation in them, and their membership in FIS at the 
same time, during questioning and during trials, too. 


But it would be inaccurate to say that these armed groups 
represent FIS. According to many sources in the Algerian 
capital, there are in these g), 1ps many elements foreign 
to FIS and to the Islamic tendency and its various 
sensibilities. Many of these elements are involved in 
cases involving the public good and smuggling, which 
explains the savagery demonstrated in some of these 
operations, aimed at innocent people with no connection 
to the ruling regime except by virtue of an adminstrative, 
not political, job. 








In terms of the presence among the public, the standard 
used to measure its extent and its temperamental state 
no longer exists: it was the attendance of worshipers on 
Fridays at the mosques presided over by FIS imams, but 
the authorities now control these mosques, and imposed 
on them imams who are the employees of the Ministry of 
Religious Affairs. As a rule, they read sermons written 
beforehand in the Ministry, so the number of worshipers 
at these mosques has dwindled. 


Despite the fact that the acts of violence and the partic- 
ipation of FIS elements in them have had a negative 
impact on FIS’s reputation, and its image in many strata 
of society, FIS’s probable base of support arnong the 
masses is still large. Its “sentimental” political influence 
in its areas of influence still exists, though it may be 
difficult to translate into political action. The govern- 
ment’s total repression (which frequently did not distin- 
guish, in its security confrontation, between the citizens 
of the overcrowded poor neighborhoods into which 
armed elements fled, and the elements themselves), 
increased the degree of sympathy with FIS. Almost all 
observers agree that under current conditions, FIS is 
capable of winning in any free and fair election process. 
It will be capable of winning such elections in five or ten 
years if the general political situation continues, with the 
ruling regime’s present conditions. 


In the past, FIS fed on the government's mistakes, and it 
is continuing to feed off these mistakes, which have not 
ceased. They have piled up into a huge heap at a time 
when the government has not helped to establish any 
political dynamic; this has helped FIS to grow, and led to 
political assassinations, terrorism, and violence against 
it. As long as there is no radical, essential change in the 
governing formula or manner of governing, in its cul- 
tural, social, and economic policies, and its discourse, 
then FIS, whatever its situation and organizational 
weakness, will remain a specter weighing heavily upon 
political life. This is especially because the security 
confrontation plan has not succeeded thus far in stop- 
ping the cycle of terrorism and violence. Nor has it 
succeeded in dismantling the secret armed and unarmed 
organizations. 


Because of this fact, a strong trend in and around the 
government still strongly and vehemently opposes any 
serious effort at dialogue leading to the resumption of 
the electoral-democratic course. Also, due to this, FIS 
will remain present at any table for political dialogue, 
benefiting, on top of that, from the position of other 
actual political powers, specifically the Liberation Front 
and Socialist Forces Front. 


Efforts at dialogue without FIS will be fruitless unless the 
dialogue is instituted in the framework of a genuine 
strategic alliance, in which the current regime shows its 
military establishment holding the reins of power and 
the Liberation Front and the Socialist Forces Front. An 
alliance based on genuine power sharing and the foun- 
dation of a joint plan meeting the minimum demands of 
these powers. In other words, this dialogue will not 
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succeed or lead to any practical result without the birth 
of a broad alliance against FIS, an alliance based on a 
clear cultural fabric that will pull the rug out from under 
FIS and lead to renewed public confidence in the polit- 
ical class, capable of pursuing socio-economic policies 
giving palpable results. However, the objective condi- 
tions of such an alliance are unquestionably absent due 
to personal contradictions and ambitions, as well as to 
the conflicts and contradictions between the intellectual 
and cultural plans of these forces, among themselves. 


On this basis, the most likely scenario in coming weeks 
will be the abandonment of the language of dialogue and 
the thought of a limited alliance between the forces 
rejecting dialogw: and the government leadership—a 
dialogue that would be able to apply pressure in the 
Liberation Front and Socialist Forces Front, to neu- 
tralize them as much as possible. Those supporting this 
scenario hope that recent global conditions, among them 
the strong and unambiguous wish to confront fundamen- 
talist extremism, will help open new doors to the Alge- 
rian regime, while the passage of time will leave FIS to 
grow weaker, thus giving birth to new circumstances in 
which there is no place for it. This suggestion is not 
universal among many wings in the regime, afraid that 
the time factor is working in FIS’s favor, given that time 
is a two-edged sword. The greater problem is that the 
void created by FIS’s absence demands a rising force 
actually capable of filling it. If that does not happen, then 
in the future a secret FIS wil! take over from the public 
FS, or what remains of it. 


Reduction of Oil Prices Analyzed 


93AF0777D Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
31 Jul 93 p 3 


[Editorial by M.M.: “The Consequences of Lower Oil 
Prices: Uncertainties”] 


[Text] At their last meeting, the prime minister and his 
cabinet studied “various deficit-reduction measures in 
the event that fluctuating oil prices result in a loss of tax 
revenues.’ The least one can say is that the government 
is taking the drop in oil prices seriously and does not 
view it as a passing phenomenon. 


The newspaper EL WATAN reported that Algeria has 
lost potential revenues totaling some 300 million dollars 
(at least 7 billion dinars [DA]) since the beginning of the 
year. That amount seems ridiculously small in propor- 
tion to the DA195.4 billion in oil revenues the govern- 
ment expects to collect in 1993. The budget accounts are 
not likely to thrown into disarray. After all, what are 
DA7 billion compared with the record deficit of DA163 
billion forecast under the 1993 budget? 


It is perhaps those figures that account for the govern- 
ment’s composure. In its most recent statement, it went 
no further than to recommend “strict adherence to the 
approach previously decided (...) and greater austerity in 
carrying out programmed activities.”’ 
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But it must be realized that oil revenues represent 
foreign exchange. That is what makes them so impor- 
tant. Algeria’s ability to import foreign guods is totally 
dependent upor its foreign exchange earnings. But the 
government will not take any drastic measures here, 
either! It has allowed for 8 billion dollars worth of 
imports in 1993. 


Lost revenues of only a few hundred million dollars will 
certainly not plunge the country into lean times and 


widespread shortages. 


So long as the drop in oil prices is temporary, Algeria can 
expect losses of no more than that. Bui what if oil prices 
were to enter a long-term decline? 


Moreover, most of our imports are financed with credit. 
This means that we are at the mercy of how the banks 
will react to an oil “shock.” Credit insurers will also 
react. The cost could be exorbitant. 


Bread Lines: Strike ‘Threatens’ Food Supply 


93AF0777B Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN in French 
26 Jul 93 pp 1,3 


[Text] Over the past few days, bread has become difficult 
to obtain. Citizens have no choice but to spend several 
hours waiting in line for a few bagv -ttes. 


The bakers say that the shortage is caused by “a disrup- 
tion in the supply of flour.” 


At Eriad, the question is treated with secrecy. Appoint- 
ments [with a reporter] were abruptly canceled, although 
an unnamed company official told our reporter that “the 
dockers’ strike is the cause of the shortage.” But at the 
port of Algiers, another reporter was given a different 
explanation. 


An official at EPAL [expansion not given] stated that 
“the silos are full,” even though several shiploads of 
flour have yet to be unloaded. 


Then, why have the bakers not received deliveries of 
flour for several weeks? 


According to some bakers, “the bread shcrtage is the 
result of a scarcity of yeast.” The ship Ibn-Rochd, 
carrying 200 metric tons of this essential bread-making 
ingredient, remains docked in the port of Algiers waiting 
to be relieved it of its cargo. 


Doesn’t the concept of minimum service during a strike 
include the unloading of this type of cargo? Why were no 
precautions taken by officials at Eriad? Are there no 
supplies in reserve? 


A week-long strike in the port of Algiers has undermined 
our food “security.” What would happen if the strike 
were to spread to the other ports of Algeria? What plans 
have the officials at Eriad put into place to deal with such 
a contingency? 
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The bread crisis continues to disrupt the daily lives of the 
citizens. Early in the morning, before they can go about 
their normal routines, residents of Algiers must first find 
bread for the table, a concern that weighs constantly on 
their minds. 


We spoke with young boy propped against a wall in 
Belouizdad Street (Belcourt) as he waited in line to buy 
bread. “If I return without any baguettes, my mother will 
give me a serious scolding,” he told us. 


Bakers lay the blame for the bread shortage on Eriad. 
The bakers we met cited poor distribution and discrim- 
ination in the distribution of flour. Many bakers, they 
say, are receiving neither the quantity nor the quality of 
flour that is usually delivered to them. 


At the head office of Eriad, no one would take the time 
to meet with us. However, we were able to exchange a 
words with an official who stated that the current short- 
ages of flour and yeast are related to the strike in the port 
of Algiers. 


Return ing to tle bakers and the question of “discrimi- 
nation,” the bakers explain that flour is subject to a 
“discreet” form of speculation. They acknowledge that 
some members of their profession are resorting to bribes 
in order to obtain the ingredients they need. 


Citizens React to Daily Violence 


YIJAFO734D Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN in French 
23 Jun 93 p § 


[Article by S.A.S] 


[Excerpts] It had become a habit of mine (to joke in 4 
friendiy, teasing way with Malika, a bright young exec- 
utive secretary with a fun-loving spirit that she could not 
keep hidden behind her cool gaze. [Passage omitted]. But 
one morning, she did not respond and it was not one of 
my clumsy jokes that was bothering her. She had just 
learned of the death of a friend, Naima S., an unmarried 
44-year-old teacher at a school for the deaf in Telemly, 
who had been in a coma for two days at Mustapha 


Hospital. 


It happened on Monday, 7 June. It was Naima’s misfor- 
tune that day to be at May Day Square in the early 
afternoon. Near the El-Idrissi School, gunfire suddenly 
rang out, touching off a general panic. People ran for 
cover or flattened them~elves on the ground. Naima did 
not have time to do either before a bullet lodged in her 
abdomen. 


Cold-Blooded Murderers 


Then there is the fourth-year student in journalism who 
wrote a letter the morning after the slaying of Tahar 
Djaout in which she vented her fear, her anguish, and her 
disgust. “Algeria fills me with pity,” she wrote in the last 
line of the letter. 
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While Algeria inspires pity in a young student, | feel 
ashamed for Algeria. How else can one react towards a 
country that has produced nothing but millions of bar- 
rels of oil and cold-blooded murderers, delinquents, and 
unemployment? A country in which more than 1,000 
teachers are terrorists? A country that questions its faith 
in Islam but interrupts its only televised news program 
(as poor in quality as it is) for the call to prayer, which 
concerns Algiers and its vicinity, ignoring the rest of the 
country. 


What other reaction is there but to reject the Algeria that 
teaches fundamentalism more than any other subject in 
the classrooms of its schools? In school, the children are 
taught that all questions—whether social, cultural, eco- 
nomic, or metaphysical—are answered in a dogmatic 
and satisfying way in the pasdaran [guards] version of 
the Koran! [sentence as published] 


Then there is Kamel who has just seen an old friend 
sentenced to death for a part in the airport bombing plot. 
In the 1970's, his friend was a hippie who wore his hair 
long and listened to Gloria Gaynor, Nina Simone, and 
the Bee Gees. It is a sad fate that has befallen Kamel’s 
friend, not to mention the sad fate of his children, 
marked for life by the image of a terrorist father. 


Mimouni Would Like To Know 


And there is Rachid Mimouni, a prominent writer who 
was recently interviewed by LE MATIN. “We would like 
to know why we are dying,” said Mimouni. Not that 
Mimouni is afraid of dying, but it must be horrifying to 
sense that you are being stalked by what Hemingway 
called the “old whore” of death. 


People like Senhadri, Liabes, Djaout, and Boucebsi 
know why they were killed. But do the Layadas and the 
Cheboutis and the gunmen and their bosses know why 
they are doing the killing? I strongly doubt it. Except the 
gunmen’s bosses, that is. They do know why. They know 
that people like Senhadri, Liabes, and Djaout pose a 
threat to their diabolical schemes and to their satanic 
vision of what society should be. You may recall the 
explanation given by one individual interviewed on 
television two days after the slaying of Tahar Djaout, 
who said, in substance: ““Djaout was killed because he 
was a powerful writer who could influence Muslims.” In 
other words, he was dangerous because he might have 
inspired them to ask questions and return to reason. 


A Visit to El-Harrach After a Six-Month Absence 


After more than six months in Paris, on a brief trip 
home to take care of some business and to visit family 
and friends, Sadek sees enormous changes in the 
El-Harrach district in Algiers where he was born. 
Unaware of all that has happened during his absence, 
he asks a friend for news of his neighborhood pals: 
“How is so-and-so?” “‘He is dead,” the friend replies. 
As the conversation continues, he learns that another 
friend is a terrorist wanted by the police and yet 
another has been sentenced to death. “The despair is 
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visible,” Sadek told me. In another country, people 
would have learned a new language in six months’ 
time; in Algeria, they learn terrorism. Does that sound 
cynical to you? It does to me, too. 


‘Wallah Ya Kho’ 


Just as cynically, looking back on the savage assassina- 
tion of Boucebsi, who was killed at the same time that 
the World Conference on Human Rights was taking 
place somewhere in Vienna, a teacher in Ain- 
El-Hammam, asked if the assassins “have the right to 
have rights.” 


And a young friend from my neighborhood asked me 
the following question: “‘Asmaa, how is it that we never 
heard of Djaout or Boucebsi before they were killed? 
Why were they never given the media coverage that ail 
the prominent people we see on television are given? 
Why?” I could only shake my head. “You know, really, 
what I cannot understand is why the government 
waited until now—after their deaths—to tell us that 
Boucebsi was an eminent psychiatrist and Djacut was 
a great writer, that they were in favor of the republic, 
that they were patriots.... The government recognizes 
their talents and the truth of what they were saying but 
does not listen to them.... Nobody is safe anymore.” 
The security situation has become the main concern of 
the ordinary citizen. 


Meanwhile, the Higher State Council (HCE) is pursuing 
talks with political parties that are demanding that the 
former FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] be included. There 
is every indication that, sooner or later, the FIS will be 
admitted to the talks. Poor Boudiaf will be turning over 
in his grave if this happens. But no need to worry: The 
living never betray the dead, right? 


A Tribute 


An exhibit in homage to Tahar Djaout was organized last 
week in Ain-El-Hammam. His articles were posted on 
the walls of a movie-house foyer. In one of them, written 
two weeks before his death, there is a passage that left me 
deeply shaken: “Another trick the government has come 
up with is to treat as a minority all those it seeks to 
exclude: those who dare to think and those who dare to 
demand a separation of political and religious affairs; 
those who believe that Algeria’s family laws need to be 
revised; those who believe that Algeria must come to 
terms with the plurality of civilizations and cultures that 
have shaped it. All such people are decreed minorities to 
be countered or even done away with. The men who 
govern us are well protected; they can fail to act time and 
time again. It is the citizens who cry out, who think, and 
who work to push back the shadows—it is they who are 
being stalked by death in a dark stairwell.” Like me, you 
might be thinking that Djaout had it all wrong: Djaout 
did not die in a dark stairwell; he died just outside of 
one, in a dark parking lot.... 
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Bomb Factory Uncovered in Chief 


93AF0777C Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
7 Aug 93 p 5 


[Article by APS] 


[Text] Acting on intelligence, the police in Chlef prov- 
ince uncovered a bomb factory in the residence of 
Boufrioua Abdelkader in Chlef, according to security 
officials in the province. 


At the time his residence was searched, the terrorist and 
his accomplice—another terrorist named Achit 
Mohamed—were able to flee into the nighttime dark- 
ness. After storming the residence, the police seized a 
submachine gun of the “Scorpio” type equipped with a 
silencer and two cartidges of 30 bullets, a box of 100 
detonators, a number of timing mechanisms made from 
electronic watches, two made-up bombs attached to 3-kg 
canisters of gas (of the type used by campers), a large 
collection of electronic components and cards for use in 
making timing devices, 1.5 kg of marmanite (explosive 
powder), a number of fuses, and a wealth of tecnnical 
documents in Arabic and English decribing how to 
manufacture bombs. 


The province’s security police also discovered a jacket 
lining made of fabric imported from England on which 
instructions for making bombs had been written in ink. 


The police then arrested one of Boufrioua’s neighbors, 
Rizi Miloud, a black market dealer who allowed the 
terrorists to use his Peugeot J-5 delivery truck. A plan to 
attack the headquarters of urban security in the city of 
Clef was found in the truck. Written in Arabic, the plan 
contained drawings and details of the terrorist operation 
which fortunately did not take place. 


Brought before the public prosecutor’s office in Chlef on 
Tuesday, Rizi Miloud was indicted and placed under a 
custody order. His helpers are actively being sought, it 
was announced. 


The police say that the secret bomb factory was used to 
make the bombs planted in recent months at the digital 
telephone exchange run by the Post and Telecommuni- 
cations Office in Chief and other buildings in the city. 
The secret bomb lab is thought to have connections with 
other labs already destroyed in the region, said the same 
source. 


As part of their investigation, the security services in 
Chief province arrested Zidane Madjid, a merchant in 
Chief who was active in the terrorist network and the 
subject of inquiries. 


At the public prosecutor’s office in Chief on Tuesday, the 
terrorist Madjid was indicted and jailed after being 
placed under a custody order by the investigating mag- 
istrate. 


Another terrorist and member of the same group, 
Boutaiba El-Hadj, who is unemployed and has a prior 
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criminal record, allowed himself to be taken into cus- 
tody, according to the Chief prosecutor's office. He has 
been jailed. 


These two individuals were also indicted on charges of 
assassination, complicity, forming an armed gang, illegal 
possession and trafficking of military weapons, and 
abetting terrorism. 


The remainder of the group, some 10 terrorists, are 
actively being hunted, the same source stated. 


Acts of Sabotage, Aggression Reported 
93AFO761E Algiers ALGER REPUBLICAIN in French 
6 Jul 93 p 2 


[Article by R.N. and A.P.S.: “Aggression and Sabotage” 


[Text] Between Sunday evening and Monday morning 
[4-5 Jul] acts of aggression and sabotage were reported, 
according to a national gendarmerie communique. 


In the capital, an arson fire destroyed the tire receiving 
and depot center for the Algiers region located at Gue de 
Constantine. 


More than four armed men wearing masks set fire to the 
center after escorting the night watchmen, under threat 
of their weapons, to another business near the tire center. 


Three tire and miscellaneous equipment depots down- 
town, of which there are six, were completely destroyed 
by the fire. 


The fire, which broke out at 0200, was later brought 
under control by civil protection services, assisted by 
workers at the company. 


According to the night watchmen, the arsonists also set 
fire to two heavy vehicles belong to the chemical com- 
pany to which the watchmen had just been taken. 


According to a preliminary estimate, major losses 
occurred as a result of this arson fire. 


In Hammam-Melouane (Blida), five men armed with 
hunting rifles attacked a privately owned crushing sta- 
tion and relieved the owner of the sum of 5 million 
centimes. 


In Collo (Skikda), a group of men attacked the Naftal 
vacation resort, where they set fire to one truck, 12 
cottages, and the bedding. 


In the wilaya of Tizi-Ouzou, the man responsible for 
the hold-up of the Tifra post office near Tigzirt has 
been identified. He is Belaid Timedechti, a resident of 
Messine. 
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One People’s National Army Officer, One 
Noncommissioned Officer, and Two Civilians Killed 


One officer and one noncommissioned officer of the 
People’s National Army [ANP] as well as two civilians 
fell victim Sunday [4 Jul] to the bullets of Islamic 
fundamentalist assassins. 


The officer, Redouane Sari, was caught by the armed 
men as he was returning to his home in Bouzareah 


(Algiers). 


The other martyr, noncommissioned officer Amar Cher- 
ifi, was killed in a cowardly fashion in El Harrach, in a 
local store where he was making some purchases. 


One of the civilians, Athmane Benmesli, 54, and a driver 
at the National Hygiene Institute, was murdered in 
Saoula (Tipasa). 


The other civilian victim is Rachid Hadadou, 34, a 
baker, who lives in Birkhadem, Algiers, where he was 
attacked by four armed men. 


Hours of Curfew Shortened in 10 Wilayas 
93AF0761D Algiers LIBERTE in French 3 Jul 93 p 2 


[Article by Djilali Ammar: “Curfew Rearranged in 10 
Wilayas: From 2330 to 0400”; first paragraph is LIB- 
ERTE introduction] 


[Text] The rearrangement of curfew hours has not proved 
to be the relief citizens had waited and hoped for. Even the 
midnight psychological threshold was not reached. 


The decision to relax the curfew announced last 
Wednesday [30 Jun] as being “imminent” by the Interior 
Minister, Mr. Mohamed Hardi, has just been confirmed. 
Beginning Sunday, 4 Jul, this coercive measure, but one 
made necessary by the security situation, will be in effect 
between 2330 and 0400 in the 10 wilayas. This relax- 
ation will benefit the faithful in particular who will 
henceforth be able to say their Icha prayers in mosques 
without rushing. But beyond that there are expectations 
created by Mr. Hardi’s earlier announcement. Even the 
midnight psychological threshold was not reached. The 
benefit that insomniacs, night owls, and other weekend 
merrymakers will derive from it is only relative. Those 
living in residential neighborhoods who often crowd in 
large numbers into tiny apartments will continue to 
experience their discomforts and restrain their wishes to 
enjoy the cool of the evening. So they have been asked to 
demonstrate that “they understand.” 


Nor will this slight relaxation be any more beneficial to 
weekend “‘merrymakers” and people on vacation. The 
partying at weddings that is traditionally heard through 
most of the night will stop fairly early. 


As for people on vacation who have a passion for 
midnight dips, they will have to be content with listening 
to the concert of the waves beating on the rocks and 
breathing in the ocean’s breezes. 
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In fact neither the one nor the other should feel that their 
wishes have been that thwarted. The decision to relax the 
curfew in itself signifies the willingness of those in charge 
of security problems to provide people with some relief. 
But if the decision is still within the hopes expressed here 
and there, the fact is that terrorists can still strike. While 
at the same time stating that “security is improving from 
day to day” and that “the situation is under control by 
police,” Mr. Hardi acknowledged that “that absolutely 
does not mean that we have put an end to violence and 
terrorism, which will certainly continue, while all citi- 
zens join in the effort to extirpate this gangrene from our 
society.” 


Hoping that “all citizens” will help in the fight against 
terrorism could prove to be quite risky. But those who 
have felt they were “potential” targets ever since ter- 
rorist bullets have not been targeting just the police have 
been developing habits along these lines. Next 4 July, 
when the curfew is relaxed, seven months will have 
elapsed since it was established. This period has allowed 
security forces to increase their pressure on armed 
groups by having several successes. So 392 terrorists 
have been killed, hundreds arrested, and dozens of 
others sentenced by special courts in Algiers, Oran, and 
Constantine. 


Despite this pressure, armed groups have not stopped 
their killings as they have assassinated about 100 police 
officers as well as 75 civilians. 


The day after Mr. Hardi announced the relaxation of the 
curfew, one police inspector and two gendarmes were 
murdered in Constantine and Mostaganem. 


If these tragic events continue in the days to come, the 
decision to relax the curfew runs the risk of appearing to 
be a simple government maneuver to give the illusion of 
a change and as a mere charm operation. 


Airport Renovation; Security Tightened 
93AF0754D Algiers EL WATAN in French 1 Jul 93 p 2 


[Article by Leila Albane: “Algiers Airport: Reinforced 
Security System”; first paragraph is EL WATAN intro- 
duction] 


[Text] The Algiers International Airport was officially 


reopened yesterday morning in the presence of the minis- 
ters of interior and transport and the governor of Alger. 


Following the traditional tour of the facilities by the 
ministers and officials of the transportation depart- 
ments, Air Algeria, and the Dar El-Beida District, Min- 
ister of Interior Hardi granted a brief interview to the 
national press. 


His remarks were concerned basically with the security 
situation in the country and, consequently, with the 
resources being mobilized to deal with that situation. 


New measures have just been adopted to ensure the 
security of the airport area and passengers. Hardi 
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pointed out, however, that “the sentence handed down 
against the perpetrators of the attack on the airport will 
be carried out in the near future as part of the fight 
against crime, which will never go unpunished by the 
law.” Concerning the security of the citizens, he said that 
their security was not solely the responsibility of security 
personnel, since the citizens were directly concerned. 


Consequently, the minister said, “citizens have a duty to 
help security personnel, must not trust strangers, and 
must be accompanied by only a minimum number of 
people.” Although the details of the security system itself 
cannot be divulged, it has undergone reinforcement and 
renovation. : 


Morever, since that system is not set in stone, it is 
undergoing constant change. This means that it will be 
organized in accordance with the missions to be accom- 
plished. 


Hardi said that generally speaking, the effectiveness of 
the security system was improving day by day. But this 
does not mean that terrorism has been eradicated. The 
fact is that it cannot be unless all citizens join together in 
the fight against this scourge. 


Increase Border Security for South 
93AF0766D Algiers EL WATAN in French 8 Jul 93 p 2 


[Text of press release issued by the council of govern- 
ment] 


[Text] The council of government, which met yesterday 
with Prime Minister Belaid Abdesselam presiding, has 
published the following statement. 


1. The council of government was given a briefing by the 
minister of the interior and collectivities on the 
implementation of the special development program 
for the southern border provinces, a program 
announced in the government’s plan of action. 


One aim of the special development program is to 
heighten the state’s presence in an effort to preserve 
the safety of residents and property and ensure border 
surveillance and monitoring. 


Another aim of the program is to provide protective 
care for displaced foreigners living on Algerian soil 
and to combat illegal immigration and contraband. 


The special program is also aimed at strengthening 
governmental agencies and improving the manage- 
ment structure and working conditions of govern- 
ment employees. 


The program also calls for an economic and social 
program to be implemented to respond to the specific 
needs expressed by local residents. Such needs include 
better access to goods and supplies and improved 
infrastructure. 
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2. The council of government was briefed by the min- 
ister of mines and industry on the initial draft of a 
decree that would protect inventions. 


After studying the report by the National Advisory 
Board, the council of government approved the initial 
draft, which must now be submitted to the council of 
ministers. 


The draft decree, intended to replace Order No. 66-54 
of 3 March 1966, would bring Algeria’s legislation 
into line with the rules and practices of international 
economic relations while taking into consideration 
the proposed legislative decree that will promote 
investment. 


The council of government emphasized the need for 
additional! efforts by the state to stimulate innovation 
and invention, namely by encouraging university and 
corporate research. 


3. The council of government heard a report from the 
minister delegate for the budget concerning the initial 
draft of the 1994 finance law, which comes under the 
intermediate-term economic guidelines published by 
legislative decree. The council of government studied 
the schedule of preparatory work on the finance bill to 
ensure that it will be approved before the end of this 
year. 


The council of government reiterated the importance 
that must be placed on consultations with companies 
and labor unions in drafting the finance bill. 


4. The prime minister issued instructions that all neces- 
sary measures be taken to prepare for and ensure a 
smooth start to the academic year at schools and 
universities and the return of workers from vacation. 


EGYPT 


Al-Azhar Dean on Western-Style Women’s Rights 


93LD0018A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
10 Jun 93 p 17 


[Interview with Dr. Sa’ad Ibrahim Salih, dean of the 
College of Islamic and Arabic Studies at al-Azhar Uni- 
versity, by Basyuni al-Hulwani; place and date uot given] 


[Text] Cairo—Dr. Sa’ad Ibrahim Salih, the dean of the 
College of Islamic and Arabic Studies at al-Azhar Uni- 
versity is wary of advocates of Western-style women’s 
liberation in Islamic societies. She says that the calls 
being made for such liberation, which are receiving 
encouragement in some Muslim societies, aim to isolate 
women from their religion and Islamic law and trans- 
form them into agents of subversion and decadence in 
their behaviors, relationships with others, the raising of 
their children, and their service to their spouses. 


In an interview with AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, she says 
that advocates of women’s liberation and indecorum are 
attempting to alienate women from Islamic law, which is 
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the ve:y law that has established their full rights; recog- 
nized their humanity; lifted from them the oppression, 
contempi, and persecution that they have suffered 
throughout the ages; assigned them rights, which no 
other legislation has assigned to them; highlighted their 
general presence in society; and created for them a 
distinguished role in developing society and remedying 
negative phenomena in it. 


She advocates encouraging moderate piety among young 
women in Islamic societies and ceasing unrestrained 
media campaigns intended to distort Muslim women’s 
issues and fabricate problems regarding their religious- 
ness. She says that these tendentious campaigns against 
Muslim women encourage women and girls to disasso- 
ciate themselves from the values of religion and fall into 
depraved talons under foreign and spurious slogans. 


The following is the text of the interview conducted with 
her: 


Fallacies Laid Bare 


{Al-Hulwani] Muslim women now face many diverse 
challenges. As more and more women in Islamic soci- 
eties, especially young women, become more religious, 
women’s associations and women’s liberation advocates 
are loudly calling for protecting women from extremism 
and excess in religion. How are Muslim women leading 
their lives amid these challenges? 


[Salih] Many and diverse are the challenges now facing 
Muslim women. These challenges are not new to us or 
our Arab and Islamic societies. Muslim women have 
been targets everywhere and in every age, because it is 
well known that the probity of the woman is the probity 
of her family, children, and husband, and consequently 
of all of society. There have therefore been successive 
attacks and campaigns, and an abundance of fallacies 
regarding Muslim women’s issues, all of which aim to 
isolate Muslim women from their religion and Islamic 
law. 


It is strange that the enemies of women’s Islamic orien- 
tation repeat many of the fallacies regarding Islam’s 
attitude toward women. These are old, exposed fallacies 
which the orientalists repeated in the past, thereby 
exposing themselves, because their claims are invalid 
and their motives clear. 


There is not enough room uere to explain Islam’s atti- 
tude toward women and the principles which Islamic law 
has established to protect women and their rights. There- 
fore, I call on advocates of liberation to study the 
circumstances and conditions of Western women who 
have tried and experienced liberation and licentiousness 
in their societies. I am fully convinced that these advo- 
cates will retreat from their call and ideas if their true 
goal is to elevate women and protect their rights in our 
Islamic societies. 


They should realize that women’s liberation does not 
mean abusing and transforming women into cheap, 
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valueless commodities. A woman’s freedom does not lie 
in displaying herself and disassociating herself from the 
religious values, customs, and traditions which govern 
Muslim society. 


The religiousness among women and girls to which you 
referred in your question is good and commendable. Any 
countering of this phenomenon would be a crime against 
religion and a diminution of the women’s rights about 
which liberation advocates rant. If they believe that 
women are entitled to display themselves and expose 
their charms and private parts in the street, at work, at 
the summer resort, etc., why are women not also entitled 
to cover their private parts? 


The Attire of Muslim Women 


[Al-Hulwani] Does that mean that you agree with those 
who are constantly saying that the way a woman 
dresses—whether she covers or displays herself—is a 
matter of “personal freedom” that should be left to the 
woman herself, who should not be compelled to dress in 
a certain way? 


[Salih] I do not agree with them. However, I address 
them in their logic. I favor the attire of the Muslim 
woman, which is the position of Islam itself. No one has 
the right to express an opinion on a matter which is 
stipulated in Islamic law. The attire of a Muslim woman 
is stipulated in Islamic texts. It cannot be argued or 
debated. God the exalted and sublime states in his 
precious book: “And say to the believing women that 
they should lower their gaze and guard their modesty; 
that they should not display their beauty and ornaments 
except what (must ordinarily) appear thereof” [Koran, 
24:31], and the ulema said that “what (must ordinarily) 
appear thereof” means the face and the palms. 


Therefore, the rule is clear. It is a divine matter. A 
women must cover her entire body except her face and 
palms. When a woman fears that she will cause tempta- 
tion, she may also cover her face, as many ulema have 
said. 


Here, I ask, why this annoyance with Muslim women 
and girls covering themselves as long they do so out of 
conviction and are not compelled by anyone? 


A woman’s piety, veiling of herself, and covering of her 
private parts are her best protection against deviance 
and vice. The incidents involving the kidnapping and 
rape of women and girls in a number of Islamic societies 
confirm that these crimes, which are rejected by all of 
society’s groups and sects, were the direct result of 
women unveiling their faces, displaying themselves con- 
spicuously, and revealing their charms. Why do we not 
take a warning from these incidents which we are expe- 
riencing! 


False Accusation 


{Al-Hulwani] There is an old accusaiion which is always 
being renewed by many orientalists and their students in 
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our Islamic societies. They believe that the rules of 
inheritance in Islam are unjust to women, are not 
adaptable to social and economic systems because they 
do not treat men and women equally, and are incompat- 
ible with the rules of fairness and what is required to 
keep pace with secularism, which observes no gender 
discrimination regarding rights and duties. 


[Salih] This accusation is invalid from all standpoints. 
Those who reiterate these accusations and fallacies do 
not understand the intent of Islamic law, and their 
knowledge of Islamic law is superficial and tenuous. 
Islam, which is based on unchangeable texts, has 
advanced the sianding of women, preserved their right to 
an honorable life, kept them above evil and corruption, 
and surrounded them with a strong wall of protection, 
care, and honor. Islam has also granted women the right 
to inherit, after they had been denied this right and been 
inherited property themselves on some occasions. 


When we study our social and economic conditions, we 
see that, in Islam, life’s burdens and requirements fall 
more on men than women. God created man to provide 
for and protect the family and to bear its material and 
psychological burdens. Therefore, God created man with 
bodily strength and stamina to surmount obstacles. He 
created woman to comfort man, to keep his confidence, 
raise his children, and ease his troubles. This wise 
division of labor, under which each does his or her work 
and thus organizes life, requires that the man bear the 
burden of supporting himself, his wife, his children, and 
his needy relatives. 


A woman is supported by her husband, even if she is 
rich. If she has no husband, she supports herself with her 
own funds if she has money. If she has no money, she 
does not have to try to support herself. Rather, she must 
be supported by a patron, who does so out of mercy for 
her femininity and weak constitution. The man thus has 
a greater need for money than the woman, but the 
benefit of the money accrues to the woman whether she 
is married or not. 


Hence, regarding inheritance, Islam clearly does not 
view a woman in terms of her gender as a woman, but in 
terms of social status and the economic burdens and 
responsibilities which fall upon her and the man. 


The Working Woman 


[Al-Hulwani] The issue of women who work outside the 
home provokes a debate among the ulema in our Islamic 
societies. Some advocate women going out to work and 
participating in public life in all fields without con- 
straints. Others advocate women returning to the home 
to devote themselves to serving their husbands and 
children. Women stand confused between these two 


positions. 


You are a professor who specializes in Islamic law. You 
run and direct a college in which there are hundreds of 
professors, students, and workers. At the same time, you 
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are also responsible for taking care of your husband and 
children. Which of these two positions do you incline 
towards? 


[Salih] I reject both of them. I do not side with those who 
advocate that women go out to work in all fields, in all 
circumstances, without restraint. Women are creatures 
with a special nature. There are occupations which are 
more suited to them, in which they can give more, and in 
which their femininity is suited to the circumstances, 
such as the occupation of being a mother and wife who 
has duties toward her husband and her children. 


I also oppose those who attempt to “imprison” women 
in the home and would not have them participate in 
building society. Islam does not propound this. A 
woman can work in numerous fields in a way that 
preserves her honor and gives her an opportunity to care 
for her family. Inside the home, she is more responsible 
than the man. Whether a woman works outside the home 
depends on the circumstances of her and her husband, 
and on her husband’s material and health conditions. 


Joint Responsibility 


‘Al-Hulwani] In view of recent social and economic 
changes and women working out of the home, is the man 
alone responsibl< for supporting the family? 


{Salih} A man is responsible for supporting his wife and 
children who live under his care and do not work. This is 
a general principle in Islamic law, even if the wife works 
and receives a salary for her work. However, given the 
family’s current economic conditions and many needs, 
the wife’s participation is required and essential as long 
as the husband’s income does not by itself provide for all 
of the family’s needs. 


Increased Efforts in al-Jama’at Pursuit 


93WRO288Z London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
21 Jul 93 p 6 


[Article: “Attorney General Decides To Ban Publication 
of Interrogations Connected With Zaynhum Incidents; 
Cairo: Egyptian Police Continue Campaigns and Arrest 
20 Members of Islamic Group”] 


[Text] Cairo, Asyut, Aswan—Security agencies have 
continued their efforts to arrest three radicals belonging 
to the military wing of the Islamic Group, one of whom 
is an escaped death-row convict who has returned from 
Afghanistan. The three participated in the incidents that 
took place in Zaynhum District, South Cairo, last 
Sunday [18 Jul]. Counselor Raja’ al-’Arabi, Egypt's 
attorney general, has issued a decree banning the publi- 
cation of interrogations being conducted with suspect 
Mahmud Salah Fahmi, who was arrested on the same 
day, “in the interest of the investigations.” 


Security forces have launched large-scale campaigns 
against radicals’ dens in al-Matariyah, al-Sayyidah 
Zaynab, and Bulag. They have arrested 20 members of 
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the Islamic Group and have begun interrogating them. 
Major General Fu’ad Husayn, the Cairo security deputy 
director, told AL- HAYAH that efforts are being made to 
arrest terrorists Tal’at Yasin Hammam, Mustafa ’Awni 
Zaki, and Ayman Muhammad ’Awdah, pointing out that 
the first “is a most dangerous leader of the Islamic 
Group’s military wing. He fled to Afghanistan and then 
to Peshawar where he took part with Muhammad 
Shawgi al-Islambuli, Ayman al-Zawahiri, Tal’at Fu’ad 
Qasim, and Mustafa Hamzah in receiving radicals and 
training them on acts of violence, combat, and the use of 
weapons and then in returning them to the country to 
Carry out terrorist activities.” 


Maj. Gen. Husayn added, “Terrorist Hammam returned 
from Pakistan recently on a forged passport to lead the 
latest operation.” 


Maj. Gen. Usamah Dabbus, director of the Public Secu- 
rity Agency, has told AL-HAYAH, “The six terrorists 
who carried out the latest operation belong to the assas- 
sination squad of the Islamic Group’s military wing, 
which carries out swift terrorist attacks.” He added that 
the terrorists have been trained to use automatic rifles 
for such operations. 


A criminal laboratory report asserts that the three 
escaped radicals detonated one grenade near the 
Zaynhum morgue so that no citizen in the area could 
arrest them. The grenade used was a defensive F-1 
grenade. The report also says that the perpetrators fired 
240 rounds and that six magazines used for an automatic 
rifle, plus two magazines of a 9-mm pistol, were found. 


Dr. Fakhri Salih, the chief forensic doctor at the 
Zaynhum morgue, has said that the bodies of the two 
“terrorists” who were killed in the incidents weren't 
dissected by yesterday evening because no detailed 
report on the circumstances of the death of the two 
individuals and no order to dissect their bodies had been 
received by then. Dr. Salih also pointed out that no 
relative of the two dead persons has come forward to 
recover the bodies. He added that the two bodies will be 
buried in al-Sadaqah [Friendship] Cemetery, which is 
close to the morgue, within one week if nobody comes 
forward to collect them. Dr. Fakhri also noted that 
Captain Ahmad al-Baltaji, who had been killed in a clash 
with one of the terrorists, was hit by a single bullet, which 
tore up the thigh artery and caused abdominal and chest 
bleeding and a severe drop in blood pressure and pulse 
rate. 


Dr. Salih further added that citizen Muhammad Sala- 
mah, who was also killed during the incidents, was hit by 
a bullet that went through the right shoulder, fracturing 
the ribs and the backbone. 


The condition of the four injured people being treated at 
al-Qasr al-’Ayni Hospital has improved. Dr. Husam 
Muwafi, head of the emergency section, has told AL- 
HAYAH that the four victims, namely Sami ’Abd-al- 
Ghaffar, Zaki Muhammad Kamil, Ahmad Muhammad 
*Ali, and Hamdiyah ’Abd-al- Ghani, are expected to be 
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released from the hospital during the next few hours now 
that their condition has improved. 


In a related development, the bodies of two of the five 
radicals who were executed Je*t Saturday in the case 
involving the attempt on the life of Safwat al-Sharif, 
namely, the bodies of Tariq Abd-al-Raziq and Ibrahim 
al-Sayyid ’Abd-al-’Al, were delivered [to their relatives] 
yesterday [Saturday]. 


Dr. ’Abd-al-Mun’im al-Sayrafi, director of the Zaynhum 
morgue, has told AL-HAYAH that the bodies of the 
other three radicals, namely, Hasan Ramadan Shalaqani, 
Ashraf al-Sayyid Ibrahim, and Ahmad al-Husayni, were 
delivered to their relatives last Saturday. 


In Asyut, security forces have launched large-scale raids 
on a number of the radicals’ dens in Dayrut and al- 
Qusiyah in an effort to seize the three radicals who took 
part in last Sunday’s operation in Cairo. Ten suspected 
radicals have been arrested. 


Maj. Gen. Mahmud 'Antar, the Asyut security director, 

told AL- HAYAH that the three “terrorists” had previ- 

ously taken part in implementing a number of terrorist 

activities in Asyut, assassinating numerous officers and 

= and launching attacks on tourist buses and 
ts. 


*Antar added, “Terrorist Mustafa "Awni Zaki is from 
al-’-Awamir village in Dayrut. His father is a butcher in 
the village. Mustafa disappeared a few years ago and 
joined the military team that carries out the assassina- 
tions.” 


’Antar also said that “terrorist” Mahmud Salah Fahmi 
from Bani Qurrah village in al-Qusiyah was arrested, 
adding that Fahmi had fired on a police patrol led by 
Lieutenant Colonel Jalal Tusun in Ballut village six 
months ago. The officer was wounded and two 
policemen were killed. 


Authority Investigates Returning Egyptian 
Afghans 

93WRO288Y London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
21 Jul 93 p 6 


[Article by Adil Dasuqi: “Egypt: Security and Media 
Interest in Authorities’ Pursuit of Hammam Arrest; 
Afghan Organization Leader Who Had Been Sen- 
tenced to Death Has Returned Especially To Carry out 
Operations”’] 


[Text] Cairo—An Egyptian Interior Ministry statement 
naming the three members of the Islamic Group’s mili- 
tary wing who took part in the attack on the vehicle of an 
army officer with the rank of major general has attracted 
the interest of the Egyptian security and media circles 
because it discloses that suspect Yasin Hammam, an 
Egyptian Afghan leader who fled years ago. Hammam is 
wanted on charges connected with several cases and he 
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was sentenced to death by the Alexandria Higher Mili- 
tary Court last December in the case involving the 
“returnees from Afghanistan.” 


Egyptian security circles believe that Hammam’s return 
to the country and his involvement in terrorist acts 
followed subjugation of the Islamic Grou,’s military 
wing to organized campaigns that paralyzed the wing’s 
movement. These circles have noted that Hammam is 
one of five persons who lead the Islamic Group’s activity 
from Pakistan and Afghanistan and that the other four 
are Shawgqi al-Islambuli, Mustafa Ahmad Hamzah, 
Ayman al-Zawahiri, and Tal’at Fu’ad Qasim. These 
circles have also pointed out that Hammam’s move- 
ments are always engulfed in absolute secrecy and that 
since he was sentenced to death, he has undergone 
cosmetic surgery to alter his facial features and has 
returned to Egypt to carry on with his activity. 


Egyptian security circles have added that Hammam’s 
return to Egypt and the fact that he commanded the 
latest operation underline some significant indications, 
namely: 


e inability of members of the Islamic Group’s military 
wing in Egypt to carry out new operations. Conse- 
quently, they have resorted to the leaders abroad now 
that 14 members of the wing were executed recently 
and a large number of these members have been 
arrested. 

e the Islamic Group’s wish to prove its presence vis- 
a-vis the other radical religious groups and to refocus 
the light on the Repatriate Afghan Organization. 

* an endeavor by the terrorists’ leaders to restore con- 
fidence in the military wing cadres who have been 
frustrated and have become anxious and fearful now 
that the security agencies have succeeded in liqui- 
dating this wing. 

¢ a feeling among the leaders abroad that the noose is 
tightening around them as a result of the diplomatic 
and political contacts the Egyptian Government is 
making to force them to leave Peshawar and of its 
attempts to have them extradited to Egypt. 

e splits developing within the Islamic Group, especially 
in wake of the charges made against the leaders 
abroad who have been accused of squandering the 
group’s funds and of avoiding confrontation with the 
security forces, and of the attempts of the [various] 
leaders to control the organization. 

¢ Hammam is repeating the experience undergone by 
Ashraf al-Sayyid Ibrahim. This man assassinated 
Faraj Fudah, an Egyptian writer, and went to Afghan- 
istan. He then returned to Egypt to plan the attempted 
assassination of Information Minister Safwat al- 
Sharif. Ibrahim was arrested and executed. 

e the choice of Hammam to return from Peshawar in 
wake of the death sentence issued against him is an 
attempt to prove that the police and the government 
cannot confront the Islamic Group’s schemes or the 
group’s leaders abroad. 

e the shifting and change of centers and positions has 
become the main characteristic of the activity and 
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movement of the radical religious groups that are 
careful to employ the methods of camouflage, con- 
cealment, and confidentiality. This shifting is evident 
in the fact that a number of the military wing mem- 
bers in Asyut moved to Cairo to assist Hammam in 
carrying out the latest operation. 


Terrorist Attack Methods Detailed 


93WR0270Z Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 
11 Jun 93 p 3 


[Article by Farug al-Shadhili, Yasir Rizq]} 

[Text] The three latest bomd incidents in al-Qalali, 
Madinat Nasr, and the pyramid tunnel were not the first 
criminal acts in which terrorists resorted to random acts 
of bombing with timed devices. Their records in the 
“organization of 14” case reveal hat they had previously 
used this method in criminal acts of bombing in front of 
the Egyptian Museum and the civil defense building in 
al-’Atbah. In the latest crime, specifically the bombing of 
the civil defense building, according to papers of the 
legal proceedings and those of the military prosecutor, 
the suspects left the device in the road intending to kill a 
large number of passing citizens and policemen sur- 
rounding the area. [This would have happened] had not 
a policeman spotted the suitcase and informed his com- 
mander Major Hani Abu al-Aynayn, who immediately 
carried the suitcase and delivered it to the explosives 
office in the civil defense building next to the place 
where it had been found, where it exploded. 

In their criminal bombing acts the terrorists have used 
homemade explosive devices. Some of them were 
trained in their manufacture in the terrorist camps in 
Peshawar. They and others participated in supplying 
them with the raw materiels needed for their manufac- 
ture. It was proved during the “organization of 14” case 
that the task of the third suspect Ibrahim Sayyid ’Abd 
al-’Al, who was trained in Peshawar to carry out several 
criminal bombing acts, included preparing the explosive 
devices, setting the electronic timer to the time set for 
the explosion, and placing it in a suitcase to camouflage 
it and prevent it from being discovered. It was the same 
method used in the recent crime in the pyramid tunnel. 


Method of Delivering the Explosives 


Hasan Shalqalani, the second suspect in the “organiza- 
tion of 14” confessed that he had been contacted by 
telephone by the first suspect, Mustafa Hamzah, one of 
the chief movers of terrorist operations in Egypt, who 
told him to strike at tourism in particular, and that he 
sent him a suitcase containing explosives, with one so 
called Mustafa—his operational name or non de guerre. 
In fact, he received it in the al-Sa’ah coffeehouse in 
Ramses Square, then in turn he turned it over to the 
ninth suspect Ahmad Muhammad Ahmad al-Sayyid to 
keep in his store in Bahtim. He also sent him another 
suitcase containing explosives with a person in the 
Hada’iq al-Qubbah area, and Hasan Shalqani also sent it 
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to the ninth suspect Ahmad Muhammad Ahmad al- 
Sayyid, wuo received the suitcase and kept it in his 
warehouse in Bahtim. 

To carry out the plan of evil and bombing led by Mustafa 
Hamzah, whom the court has twice sentenced to death, 
the suspect Hasan Shalqani brought a quantity of these 
explosives to the third suspect Ibrahim Sayyid 'Abd 
al-’Al to be prepared in an apartment in Saft al-Laban. 
There he made an explosive device that he put in a 
camera, and set out with the fourth suspect Ahmad 
al-Husayni; they placed it in an opening in the pas- 
sageway leading to the chamber of the king in the 
pyramid of Cheops, where it exploded. 


Then the third suspect, Ibrahim Sayyid ’Abd al-’Al, 
made another explosive device, which was placed under 
a tourist bus parked in front of the Egyptian Museum in 
Liberation Square. 


The Warehouse in Bahtim 


From here, something must be said about the explosives 
warehouse in Bahtim, from which the suspects got all the 
materials of terrorism. 


The report of the crimes laboratory prepared by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Muhammad Ahmad Shawgi, Captain 
Tariq Khashu’i, and First Lieutenant Hasan Tahun on 
the explosive materials discovered in the storehouse 
revealed that it contained 16 bombs, 17 ordinary and 
146 electrical detonators, and two sheetmetal boxes 
made to be powerful fragmentary explosive devices, each 
having a hole in the base in which to fasten the deto- 
nator, two cloth bags containing flammable nitrocellu- 
lose, 121 sticks of dynamite, two plastic bags containing 
gelignite, dynamite, explosives, and black gunpowder. 


The report made an important observation confirming 
that the terrorist organizations were linked by a single 
thread, especially with respect to manufacturing or 
obtaining explosives. The report pointed out that the 
bombs that were discovered in the Bahtim warehouse 
(belonging to members of the organization of 14) were of 
the same type, manner of construction, and time of 
mavufacture as the 15 bombs that were found with 'Abd 
al-Hamid al-Zamqan, the 19th suspect in the case of the 
Organization striking at tourism, who was sentenced to 
death. 


Perhaps what confirms that foreign hands are still oper- 
ating the plans of destruction is what Hasan Shalqani, 
the second suspect in the “organization of 14” case, 
made public during court sessions. He said that there 
were other groups that would carry on their plans after 
they had been arrested, that bombing operations using 
the same methods would then occur. 


Words of an Explosives Expert 


Colonel *Adil Husayn, head of the explosives division in 
the department of civil defense in Cairo, one of the 
victims in the bombing incident at the civil defense 
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building, in speaking to the prosecutor’s office, revealed 
many aspects of how the timed explosive devices 
worked. 


He said that just by a superficial examination of the 
device while it was in the suitcase that had been found in 
front of the security sector building in west Cairo and 
brought to him, he confirmed that it was a complete 
device and that it was furnished with an electrical 
detonator fixed in the suitcase. 


Col. *Adil was asked about the characteristics of that 
device. He said that it weighed about 750 g, was rectan- 
gular in shape, and the size of a large bar of soap. 
Attached to it from inside was a set timer wrapped in 
yellow adhesive tape. Fastened on the bottom was a 
9-volt battery the size of a matchbox. Emerging from it 
were two wires connected to the top of the detonator, as 
well as to the battery from below on the positive and 
negative sides. 


On the steps that must be taken to defuse this explosive 
device, Col.’Adil Husayn told the prosecutor’s office: 
“According to my experience in working with explosives, 
this device is defused by disconnecting one of the two 
wires of the detonator, if time allows.” 


When asked whether these steps had been followed by 
disconnecting one of the detonator wires following its 
discovery, he said: “I just examined the detonator 
quickly, then left the office to expedite the bringing of a 
pin from the van of the explosives agency to disconnect 
one of the wires, but the detonator went off before he 
could do that, for no more than a minute had elapsed 
between the time that the suitcase was brought in and the 
time that the device exploded.” 


In reply to an important question on the time for which 
this device had been set to go off, he said that it could not 
be know exactly when it would go off, because the person 
making the detonator would set the timer for the time 
when the device is to explode. 


He was asked: “What is the maximum time limit to 
which the electrical detonator can be set from the date its 
complete manufacture?” 


He replied: “The maximum time limit of the electronic 
timer installed in such a device is 90 minutes, and device 
must explode within a maximum of 90 minutes from the 
moment that the electronic timer is set.” 


Col. "Adil Husayn recommended that when a strange 
object is found that is suspected to be explosives, that 
one not touch this object, or throw stones at it, or have 
any sort of contact with it. He said that this object must 
be left where it is, that the area be evacuated to an area 
of no less than 50 meters around the object, and alerting 
the riot police be alerted that they may bring in an 
explosives expert to deal with it. 
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IRAQ 


Al-Hakim Interviewed on Territorial Integrity 
93AE0542A Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 15 Jun 93 p 10 


{Interview with Muhammad Bagir al-Hakim, head of 
Supreme Council of the Islamic Revolution, by ‘Ali 
Jamalu in Damascus; date not given: “No Fear About 
Iraq’s Unity, Kurds Have Put Off Federalism Question” — 
first four paragraphs are AL-SAFIR introduction] 


[Text] Iraq’s territorial and national unity, now split at 
the 36th parallel southward and the 32d parallel north- 
ward, remains a major issue, particularly in this period, 
given fears raised about this unity because of the feder- 
ation that the Kurds of the north are demanding and the 
uncertain prospects of the armed resistance in the south. 


If the foreign ministers of Syria, Iran, and Turkey at their 
recent meeting in Tehran expressed fears about Iraq's 
unity, the recent visit to Syria by Sayyid Muhammad 
Bagqir al-Hakim, head of the Supreme Council of the 
Islamic Revolution, concentrated on these fears. 


Al-Hakim, who by his own admission has been accused 
of optimism, says that these fears about Iraq’s unity have 
_ been fabricated. There is nothing to justify them except 
the regime’s use of them to incite the countries of the 
region against the Iraqi opposition. 

AL-SAFIR met with al-Hakim two days after his meeting 
with Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad and had the fol- 
lowing conversation with him about his visit and current 
conditions inside Iraq. 


[Jamalu] Let us begin by asking about your visit to Syria. 
What was its purpose? 


[Al-Hakim] Syria is our second country, if one may use 
the expression. We come to it because of the good 
emotional and political relations that link us to it. 


Also, there are many important problems at this time, 
foremost among them, of course, the conditions that the 
Iraqi people are facing these days. They are emergency 
conditions, because of military developments in the 
southern region due to continued fighting and wide- 


range military operations after the regime’s failure to 
eliminate the resistance there. 


The Iraqi people are also experiencing emergency con- 

ditions on the economic level. The withdrawal of 25- 

dinar notes from circulation is but one sign of these 
liti 


The regime has changed vehicle [registration] numbers 
in order to cancel [the registration of] vehicles in areas 
outside its control and cause problems for these areas. 


On the other hand, the issue of Iraq’s unity has been 
raised in the region. The regime is trying to raise fears 
about the issue, especially among the Arabs, because of 
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Iraq’s special position in the region and because the Iraqi 
people are dear to all Arabs and to Muslims generally. 


By raising fears about Iraq’s unity, the regime is trying to 
mobilize the region against the Iraqi opposition. 


We stress that these fears have no justification. They are 
fabricated. No one in Iraq, whether from the people or the 
opposition, is thinking about partition; nor, as I believe, is 
there any intention in other circles to partition Iraq. 

My visit to Syria at this time fits into the context of 
stressing the unity of Iraq, whether at the territorial level 
or at the level of a political entity. We have already 
raised this question with our brothers, the Kurds, who 
caused these fears because of their commitment to 
federalism. They affirmed their commitment to Iraq’s 
5 epeeaaaaaiaaaaes incase sii 

is unity. 


Agreement was reached to put off to the future whatever 
relates to federalism, on the ground that the Iraqi people 
are those who will decide this question. 


Among the basic questions that occupied us during this 

visit were emphasis on the jihad proposal that we made 

in a previous visit. We believe that the proper mecha- 

nism is to rely basically on organizing the movement of 

the Iraqi people militarily, thereby integrating with the 

ey and avoiding confrontations. This will give use a 
real ability to confront the regime. 


In the meeting with President Hafiz al-Asad two days 
ago that lasted several hours, we discussed a number of 
issues connected with the Islamic world in general and 
with the Arab world in particular, as well as the Iraqi 
issue. I can say that the ideas were in agreement and that 
we are still continuing the discussion. 


[Jamalu] Regarding your meetings with the Kurdish 
brothers, on what grounds did you meet? Was it on the 
ground of taking a point of departure from the decisions 
of the Salah-al-Din conference, or on the ground of 
recognizing the unity, independence, and sovereignty of 
the Iraqi territory? 

{Al-Hakim] On this subject, you know that I personally 
have not entered into any political formation to date— 
neither the joint action committee, nor the Salah-al-Din 
conference, nor any other formations. Instead, I have 
tried always to be at the service of everyone in the Iraqi 
opposition. I support and back every movement in this 
direction. 


With the Kurdish brothers there are a series of main 
principles on which we met. We agree with them that the 
Kurds are a part of the Iraqi people and thus that they 
represent in their movement and presence the move- 
ment of the Iraqi people. We agree with them on a vision 
for the future. We believe there must be a regime that the 
Iraqi people produce. The ruler must be elected directly 
by the people. The regime must believe in political 
pluralism and general freedoms. It must respect Islam as 
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the religion of the majority of the Iraqi people, while at 
the same time respecting the other minorities present in 
Iraq. 


We also agree with them on the national unity of Iraq. 
They affirm that they are part of Iraq and that unity is a 
necessity for them; they cannot live separated from the 


Iraqi people. 


As for the Salah-al-Din conference, I think these are 
questions more of a tactical nature than of a strategic 
nature. 


{[Jamalu] Let us return to the situation inside Iraq. What 
facts do you have about what is happening there now? 


[Al-Hakim] Resistance is increasing now. The best evi- 
dence is the nature of the regime’s reactions. 


The regime has failed in all its strategic projects to 
confront the resistance. It failed in the costly project to 
drain al-Ahwar in order to head off the mounting 
resistance. 


Because of the opposition’s political moves, the regime 
also failed in its attempt to normalize relations with 
some countries of the region. This has had many effects 
domestically. 


[Jamalu] Given what you have said, how do you see the 
future? 


[Al-Hakim] As for the future, I am always accused in 
Opposition circles of being optimistic despite the great 
pain and suffering I have endured. 


I think that God is with us, defending our cause—the 
cause of right, morality, and humanity. 


The future will therefore be good. The regime will fall. 


[Jamalu] There has been talk in a number of circles 
about the formation of a new center of Iraqi opposition 
loyal to Riyadh. Let us talk frankly about your view of 
this and how vou view Riyadh’s role. 


[Al-Hakim] We are eager to establish positive relations 
with Saudi Arabia and with all countries of the region. 
We think there must be coordination and positive rela- 
tions. Iraq has a long border with Saudi Arabia. 


What we do not accept is the assumption that each of 
the region’s countries should have an opposition group 
affiliated with it directed at another country. During 
the visits we made in the region, this point was one of 
the fundamental efforts to overcome such unhealthy 
phenomena. 


[Jamalu}] How do you view the question of the Iraqi- 
Kuwaiti border in light of the published Security Council 
resolution? 


{Al-Hakim] The question of the Iraqi-Kuwaiti border 
is one that has been manufactured by the Iraqi regime. 
As you know, throughout the world border problems 
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are considered normal questions and do not cause such 
problems. The Iraqi regime wanted to justify its aggres- 
sion. So we must go back to the normal way of dealing 
with the problem, bused on mutual trust and good 
neighborliness between the Iraqi and Kuwaiti peoples, 
based also on recognition of Kuwait’s sovereignty and 
of UN resolutions, international law, and bilateral 
treaties, and based on the rules followed in dealing 
with such issues. 


ISRAEL 


Analysis of Rabin’s Negotiating Strategy 
93AA0139B Tel Aviv POLITIQA in Hebrew 
July 1993 pp 20-23 


[Article by ’Uzi Benziman] 


[Text] These remarks are written after the failure of the 
ninth round of peace talks, and without knowing what 
the status of political negotiations will be at press time. 
Will we be at the height or end of the 10th round? Will 
this round have been fruitful or barren? Will we perhaps 
have behind us an overwhelming U.S. mediation cam- 
paign intended to salvage the process? Or will we be 
witness to the death throes of the peace process? 


At this time, there is no way of knowing which events in 
the territories and Israel will affect the chances of 
renewing political contacts. Nor can we know the like- 
lihood of the success of such contacts. How much blood 
will be shed between the penning of these remarks (late 
May) and the publication of this issue of POLITIQA? 
How much frustration and bitterness will the two sides 
have invested in feeding the suspicion and fear that 
lurks between them? What will the political develop- 
ments in Jerusalem, Gaza, and Tunisia be following 
Yitzhaq Rabin’s remark in a Cabinet meeting, in which 
he summarized the previous round of peace talks by 
saying: The Palestinians are developing unrealistic 
expectations of the peace negotiations and are misinter- 
preting Israeli gestures? 


This is indeed an interesting time to examine the ques- 
tion of what Rabin’s true plan in the negotiations is. 
What is he striving for? What are his goals? What is he 
telling his inner circle when he discusses the objectives of 
negotiations. If not that, what are his eyes telling him 
when he looks in the mirror? 


The time is interesting because, among other things, it 
invites treating the question of whether the ninth station 
in the political march that began in Madrid is a station to 
which Rabin intended to arrive from the start or is 
perhaps an accident. And, if the ninth round ends in 
failure, what did he do to prevent it? If it turns out to be 
a calculated failure, how does such a failure tally with the 
tidings of peace that the prime minister has spread since 
being elected? If a failure of the Washington talks faith- 
fully reflects objective difficulties in the negotiations for 
which the Arab interlocutors are also responsible, and if 
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such a failure is to be seen as but a necessary phase on a 
long road whose favorable outcome lies unseen in the 
distant future, what is Rabin’s timetable, and how does it 
correspond to the ticking of the clock which regulates 
political life in Israel? 


The last question can also be formulated as: What is 
Rabin’s response to Shim’on Peres’ claim that the gap 
between the parties is not deep, and that it can be 
surmounted by means of two primary, courageous deci- 
sions, which the prime minister must make—one 
regarding the future of the Golan Heights, and the other 
regarding the character of the autonomy. What is 
Rabin’s response to the assumption made by the leaders 
of his party that only he can safely persuade Israeli public 
Opinion to agree to decisions on concessions and with- 
draws, without being depicted as having abandoned vital 
national interests or damaged security in some way. 


Lest these questions continue to nag, and in order to 
separate them from the isolated incident constituted by 
the end of the ninth round of talks, we shall put forth two 
basic possibilities, which can provide an answer to all of 
the questions asked above. One possibility is that Rabin 
is making a true effort to eliminate the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. He understands that any agreement must be 
comprehensive. Or, he is neither able nor interested in 
separating an agreement on the future of the West Bank 
and Gaza from a peace agreement with the Syrians. 
Since coming to power, he has changed Israeli positions 
with the goal of achieving this objective. 


A second possibility is that Rabin is engaged in a 
large-scale exercise in public relations intended to estab- 
lish a credible alibi for himself and his party vis-a-vis the 
United States and the Israeli public, so that he and the 
Labor Party will be seen as having done everything in 
their power to bring peace to Israel. The measures that he 
has taken over the past |! 1 months have been intended to 
create an impression of an energetic Israeli mobilization 
to reach an agreement with the Arabs. However, in 
actuality, Rabin has been careful to conceal, in each 
Israeli proposal, a fuze that he can detonate in a way that 
would place the blame on the other side. 


There is equally weighted evidence for each of the two 
explanations. Whoever accepts the first version will rely 
on Yitzhaq Rabin’s basic, personal integrity. Almost no 
one in the political establishment ascribes ruses or strat- 
agems to Rabin. He is not hypocritical. He speaks in a 
— manner and lays miatters out on the 
table. 


His coalition partners and rivals believe that he is 
wholeheartedly willing to take the decisive step to reach 
a peace agreement with the Arabs. Their understanding 
is that Rabin is honestly striving to reach an agreement 
with Syria on a full withdrawal from the Golan Heights 
in exchange for a full pe2ce, and that he is making honest 
efforts to reach a framework agreement with the Pales- 
tinians that will introduce an autonomy with broad 
authorities for five years, leaving the negotiation of 
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terms for a permanent arrangement to his successors. 
This understanding is supported not only by Rabin’s 
integrity, but also by his pragmatic approach, which is 
free of ideological commitments. 


Another important consideration supporting this view is 
the Labor Party’s fundamental interest, which is well- 
known to Rabin. The party leadership’s current percep- 
tion is that Labor’s chances of remaining in power 
depend almost entirely on its success in reaching peace 
agreements with Israel’s Arab neighbors. This was its 
admission ticket to the elections. It is also the most 
efficient means of mobilizing public support with a view 
toward the next elections. Furthermore, a peace agree- 
ment with Israel’s Arab neighbors would be the most 
concrete achievement stemming from all of the efforts 
which the government will invest in all areas of life. 


Whoever accepts this assumption will cite as evidence a 
rather impressive series of measures taken by Rabin 
since he came to power to promote the negotiations: He 
is preparing public opinion (with great skill it should be 
said) for the possibility of a withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights; he has agreed to the inclusion of overt PLO 
representatives in the Palestinian delegation; he has 
made Israel’s positions more flexible regarding land 
control, primary legislation, the definition of the char- 
acter of the elected Palestinian council, a Palestinian 
police force, international supervision of elections for 
the autonomy council, joint control over water 
resources, and more; he inserted East Jerusalem in the 
negotiations by permitting Faysal Husayni to be counted 
with the Palestinian delegation and by his agreement to 
include Arab residents of the city in the voter registry of 
the autonomy council. And I have not enumerated 


everything. 


However, the second possibility is equally valid. Rabin is 
indeed considered to be a forthright man. However, to 
the same extent, he is a suspicious man whose concep- 
tion of the state of Israel’s relations and environment is 
derived trom a world view, which he formed more than 
50 years ago. At the age of 71, Rabin continues to look at 
the Arab world from behind the swing of the close 
combat trunchcon as he was trained to do in the Palmah. 
He is not a great intellectual, but a pragmatist who tends 
to break problems down into their constituent parts and 
crack each one separately. True, he does not have an 
emotional connection (as did Moshe Dayan, for 
example) to the biblical districts in which early Jewish 
history evolved, but he remains a hawk at heart. 


Therefore, in principle, he is more willing than Dayan to 
withdraw from Judea, Samaria, (and certainly from 
Gaza), and he is not especially fond of the bearded 
settlers. However, he is locked into a defense concept 
that deters him from doing this. Rabin does not say this, 
but, like Yitzhaq Shamir, he too thinks that “the Arabs 
are the same Arabs” (i.e., they are treacherous and 
flighty), and he feels a great personal responsibility for 
the future of the state and the effect that his personal 
decisions will have on its destiny. 











22 NEAR EAST 


From this perspective, all of the measures that Rabin has 
taken in recent months, and the directives he gave to the 
negotiating team, have not been far-reaching enough to 
advance the peace process, because they were influenced 
decisively by the prime minister's suspicion and/or the 
internal code of his intentions. In other words, his 
intention was to refrain from reaching a comprehensive 
peace agreement with Syria and an interim agreement in 
the territories that would carry within it the embryo of a 
permanent arrangement acceptable to the Palestinians. 


Rabin’s recoiling from “going all the way” with the peace 
process could be conscious or subconscious. In either 
case, it shapes his behavior and sustains his actions. He 
is seeking to be depicted as having not missed a single 
opportunity to keep the negotiations alive. However, 
actually, within himself, he is not interested in reaching 
full peace agreements with the Syrians and Palestinians 
(nor obviously with the Lebanese and Jordanians), 
because he is not willing to pay the full price, which such 
agreements would entail (a full withdrawal and accep- 
tance of the establishment of a Palestinian state in the 
future), and because he is suspicious of the Arabs and 
continues to view them as a threat to the existence and 
integrity of the state. 


This description explains the zigzags that Rabin has 
made in the negotiating process. First, there was the 
attempt to reach an agreement with Syria first. Then, 
there was the jump back to the Palestinian negotiating 
table, the effort to reach an understanding with Asad on 
(only) an interim agreement on the Golan Heights, and 
the continuing effort to move ahead on both tracks in a 
parallel manner. 


In one government meeting, Yosi Sarid said that Rabin 
is facing the greatest challenge ever faced by an Israeli 
leader. Even the decision to establish the state that faced 
David Ben-Gurion is not equal to a decision on peace, 
Sarid explained, because, in 1948, there was a general 
agreement on the decision, and the debate was over the 
timing of implementation, while now, the people and its 
representatives are divided over which option to choose 
among the possibilities on the agenda. 


Rabin is no doubt aware of the tremendous responsi- 
bility imposed on him, and of the fatefulness of the 
decision that he must bear. It is questionable whether he 
is gifted with the strength of character needed to stand up 
to the task, or, like all of us (almost), he is a cautious, 
hesitant person limited in his foresight, who seeks the 
golden mean and inclines his ear to whoever spoke with 
him last, acting mainly through trial and error, seeking to 
walk on solid ground to the extent possible, and—despite 
being a pragmatist—influenced by deeply rooted psycho- 
logical inclinations and opinions going back many years. 


Rabin is not a giant of the spirit or a man of vision. He is 
an average Israeli soldier and politician whose decisions 
are influenced, among other things and perhaps even to a 
great extent, by the trauma that he bears with himself from 
the period of his previous term as prime minister. He does 
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not want to be recorded again as having led his party and 
the entire left j.00 the opposition. 


Whoever attempts to decipher the internal kernel of 
Rabin’s mood by interviewing him or interviewing those 
in his immediate surroundings is liable to be frustrated. 
The messages are contradictory and influenced quite 
naturally by tactical considerations, the personal inclina- 
tions of the aides surrounding the prime minister, and by 
the circumstances of the negotiations. Thus, on one 
occasion, one can pick up a sign that Rabin is willing to 
withdraw fully from the Golan (provided that President 
Asad makes a dramatic gesture that will work on Israeli 
public opinion, or presents an attractive picture of the 
peace that will be given in exchange for the territories 
that he will receive). On another occasion, one gets the 
impression that Rabin is aspiring only to a limited 
agreement on the northern border, because he is not 
willing to pay the territorial price entailed by a full peace. 


Similarly, there are moments when members of his inner 
circle explain his negotiations over the terms of an 
agreement with the Palestinians as a stage ‘n his basic 
willingness to offer them a generous autonomy plan, 
even if it would ultimately lead to a Palestinian state. 
Then, a week later, he is navigating matters in a way that 
broadcasts opposition to any framework that might 
evolve into an independent Palestinian entity. 


Perhaps the most correct way to grasp Rabin’s meaning 
is to analogize from what happened to Menahem 
Begin. When Begin began the peace process in Sep- 
tember 1977 (when Dayan met with Hasan al- 
Tuhami), he did not foresee that the process wou'd end 
as it actually did with the agreement signed at the 
White House in March 1979. Begin saw another peace 
based on completely different terms. Begin’s greatness 
was that he was bold, perhaps out of adventurism, or 
the haughtiness of one who finally rises io power and 
seeks to impress the world with his deeds, or perhaps 
based on a profound examination of historical devel- 
opments and Israel’s position within them. 


However, from the moment he created the peace pro- 
cess, Begin lost control over it. Forces stronger than him 
shaped the path and conclusion of the negotiations. 


Whoever sought to understand the secrets of Begin’s soul 
in the 15 months in which practical negotiations with 
Egypt were held did not know what to decide: Does the 
prime minister intend seriously to bring the negotiations 
to a successful conclusion, or is he only establishing an 
alibi for himself and his party in order to excuse his 
failure? Is he pretending when he claims that the final 
wording of the Camp David agreement ensures Israel's 
perpetual rule over Judea, Samaria, and Gaza? Or does 
he wholeheartedly believe that? Is he only adorning the 
situation to obtain broad parliamentary support when he 
nullifies the significance of far-reaching Palestinian for- 
mulations in the agreement, or is he deceiving himself? 
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This riddle was not solved during the negotiations. 
Somewhat of an answer was provided after the negotia- 
tions ended. The process was stronger than Begin. When 
he declared his intention to settle at Ne’ot Sinai, he 
believed that he would do so. He did not expect at Camp 
David that he would have to become reconciled to the 
dismantling of all of the Isracli settlements in the Sinai. 


Yitzhaq Rabin is in a fundamentally similar position. He 
was handed a peace process on which his predecessor 
Yitzhaq Shamir of the Likud had embarked. Shamir 
fought tooth and nail to impeded progress in the peace 
process. It is doubtful whether Shamir would have 
succeeded in the long term with his delay tactics. Rabin 
is certainly not capable of or interested in such tactics, 
because the citizens of Israel expect a fundamental 
change in the status of relations with their neighbors, and 
because the American solution is breathing down his 
neck. If Shamir had remained in power, he would be 
facing identical constraints. 


Just as Menahem Begin did not take stock with himself 
throughout the negotiations with Egypt regarding where 
matters were headed and to what extent they were 
deviating from his original intention, it should be 
assumed that Yitzhaq Rabin currently cannot define the 
character of the conclusions, which will be reached in the 
current negotiations. Like Begin, he can tell himself 
honestly that he did everything in his power to bring the 
best agreement to the people of Israel. Like Begin, he will 
convince himself that he stood up to this mission. Like 
Begin, he will probably tend to rationalize terms of 
agreements with the Arabs, which are less favorable for 
Israel. Like Begin, he will act out of a sense of great 
responsibility for the de tiny of the state. Like Begin, he 
will convince himself that preventing a rift with the 
American uncle is an important layer in insuring the 
welfare of the inhabitants of Israel. 


In other words, we may conjecture that Yitzhaq Rabin 
would want an interim agreement with Syria, that he 
would change the scope of Israel’s hold on the Golan 
Heights only somewhat, and that he would promise 
many years of new security arrangements in the course 
of which reciprocal relations between the two states 
would be tested, preferring to leave to the distant 
future a decision on the character of a permanent 
agreement with Syria and the territorial cost which 
Israel would have to bear. 


We may also conjecture that he would want to reach an 
interim agreernent with the Palestinians that would 
fundamentally alter the current relations of enmity, stop 
the terror, and grant the Palestinians autonomy in such a 
manner that would not invite a sharp dispute over 
Israel’s continued hold on the territories, or arouse the 
Jewish settlers’ opposition. On both fronts, he is inter- 
ested in reaching conclusions that entail no immediate 
withdrawal from the territories, preferring to leave this 
outcome to a future discussion. 
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We may further conjecture that what Rabin wants will 
not be feasible. The peace process has its own dynamic. 
It creates domestic, regional, and even international 
processes which sweep away original intentions and 
resolute decisions. When Rabin came to power about a 
year ago, he knew that it was necessary to change the 
status quo that has existed between Israel and its neigh- 
bors since 1967. He continues to adhere to this intention. 
He understands that the Israeli-Palestinian friction is 
distressing and disastrous, and that it is better to sepa- 
rate the two communities. He understands that it is 
impossible to isolate negotiations with the Palestinians 
from reaching an agreement with the other neighboring 
Arab elements. Therefore, he is willing, among other 
things, to change the situation with Syria. At present, he 
is not willing to pay the full price entailed by changing 
the status quo, but God is great. 


Issues of Palestinian State Solution Addressed 


93AA0139C Tel Aviv POLITIQA in Hebrew 
July 1993 pp 36-39 


[Article by "Uri 'Avineri] 


{Text} What is the difference between a psychotic and a 
neurotic? The psychotic thinks that two and two are five. 
The neurotic knows that two and two are four, but it 
anguishes him. In all that pertains to the establishment 
of a Palestinian state, the political jeadership has in 
recent years gone from being in a psychotic state to being 
in a neurotic state. Everyone knows that a Palestinian 
state will be established. 


For years, politicians, major generals, senior officials, 
leaders of the economy, and intellectuals have all 
acknowledged in private conversations that the estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian state is inevitable. It is simply 
not in Israel's power and/or interest to deny an entire 
people its independence. The only question is when and 
how. Nonetheless, it anguishes them. 


This is a situation of cognitive dissonance manifested by 
public denial, a despairing attempt to delay a decision, 
and the contriving of different ruses, such as autonomy, 
the Madrid formula, and so on, all of which are imended 
to “gain time.” Cold logic indicates that time—precious, 
irreplaceable time—is being lost, not gained. The situa- 
tion in the field is becoming increasingly worse, and with 
it the oppression. Intensified oppression arouses inten- 
sified opposition, and so on and so forth. The result is 
that the opening terms of any solution become increas- 
ingly harsh and unfavorable for both sides. 


It is worthwhile to dwell on this point. On Thursday of 
the Six-Day War, I appealed to Prime Minister Levi 
Eshkol in a public letter (and later in a personal conver- 
sation), recommending that a Palestinian state be estab- 
lished immediately in the territories that are now occu- 
pied. Such a move would have been accepted as an 
historical gesture of the part of the victor, a gesture of a 
type well-recognized in Arab culture. The settlements 
did not yet exist, the “West Bank” had not yet become 
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Judea and Samaria, and, politically, ii was still easy to 
implement the process. That historical opportunity was 
lost. Since then, conditions have worsened with each 
year’s passing. Clearly, a solution will ultimately be 
achieved, not because it is the best solution, but because 
it is the only possible solution. It will not be positively 
motivated by a desire to reach an historical reconcilia- 
tion. Rather, it will be based on such outwardly negative 
motives as “being fed up with the territories,” “the need 
to separate,” and “let the Arabs go to hell with their 
territories.” 


The motives and constraints leading to this solution will 
occur when they occur. However, there will be no change 
in the general lines of the solution, which will appear as 
follows: 


¢ A Palestinian state will be established in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

¢ The border between the two states of Israel and 
Palestine will be the Green Line, with minor changes 
agreed by both parties. 

e Jerusalem will remain unified from a physical-urban 
standpoint, but the eastern city will be the capital of 
Palestine, while the western city will remain the 
capital of Israel. 

e The border between the two states will be open. 

¢ The Israeli settlements in the West Bank and in Gaza 
will be dismantled. 

e An agreement will be reached on special security 
arraigements that will ensure the security of both 
states. 

e Special economic relations will be agreed between the 
two states. 

e The refugee problem will be solved. 

e Agreed interim stages are likely to be a prelude to the 
establishment of a permanent solution. 


Below are several remarks on the special problems 
entailed by this solution. They are based on personal 
discussions with PLO leaders, research done by Israeli, 
Palestinian, and foreign experts, and on my own studies. 


1. Borders 


The Green Line is not an ideal border. But where in the 
world are there ideal borders? Like many other borders, 
the Green Line was created by the casualness of war. 
However, it has an important advantage: It is the only 
line on which both parties can agree (albeit with diffi- 
culty). 


A change in this line—e.g., near the Jerusalem Highway 
(Latrun), or with respect to villages that are divided in 
half) is not to be discounted, provided that it is agreed 
freely and based on the principle of reciprocity. The 
problem of borders loses its gravity because of the nature 
of the border. All supporters of this solution—including 
Israelis, Palestinians, foreigners—unanimously agree 
that this border wil! be open to the free movement of 


people. 
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One of the characteristics of the Palestinian state will be 
that it will be composed of two noncontiguous territo- 
ries, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, separated by the 
territory of Israel. In the reality of open borders, this is 
not especially important. Accordingly, the Palestinians 
have a vital interest in the border indeed being open. 
Nonetheless, it will likely be worthwhile to join the two 
territories, if only symbolically, by an extraterritorial 
highway running between Hebron and Gaza, above or 
below existing highways. This symbol has importance 
that goes beyond Israel-Palestine relations, because it 
will enable Arabs to travel from Morocco to Iraq without 
leaving territory under Arab sovereignty. 


2. Jerusalem 


Everyone understands the special sensitivity of the 
problem of Jerusalem. No Israeli Government could 
agree to the “division” of Jerusalem, and no Arab leader 
could agree “‘to concede” Jerusalem. Creative thinking is 
needed to “square the circle.” What is needed is a format 
that preserves Jerusalem’s unity (as the Jews wish), but 
returns to the Arabs sovereignty over the eastern city, 
which is the natural capital of the West Bank and the 
entire Palestinian state, and the third holiest site in 
Islam. 


Inasmuch as this is clear to everyone, there is very broad 
agreement with respect to this solution. Anwar al-Sadat 
spoke of this, as did Jordanian and Palestinian person- 
alities, and Israeli pacifists. 


It is likely that good will come of bad, and unified 
Jerusalem, with dual or divided sovereignty, will become 
a symbol of peace and cooperation. 


3. Security 


In the Israeli-Jewish consciousness, the problem of secu- 
rity overshadows all other problems. Frequently, the 
attitude toward security becomes irrational. Nonethe- 
less, the decisive fact is that Israel now has, and will have 
in the foreseeable future, substantial military superiority 
in the entire Middle East. Israel’s military edge over the 
Palestinian state is so overwhelming that the Palestin- 
ians refuse to believe that Israel has any security con- 
cerns regarding them at all. 


Security arrangements can take many forms. In the past, 
it was proposed, even by Palestinian personalities, that 
the Palestinian state be unarmed and not have military 
forces (to be distinguished from police). I am not sure 
that this is desirable from the standpoint of the Palestin- 
ians’ independent identity and national pride, both of 
which are factors that will have an effect on the nature of 
peace and its stability in the long term. 


There are many other possibilities, e.g., restrictions on 
military forces and types of weapons, the temporary 
stationing of international forces, the establishment of 
joint forces, warning stations, etc. Perhaps the peace 
agreement could contain an article that prohibits either 
of the two states from entering into a military pact aimed 
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against the other state, and/or that prohibits either of the 
two states from bringing into its territory foreign forces 
hostile to the other state. The agreement can also grant 
Israel the right to take action in the event that hostile 
forces concentrate along the Jordan River and pose a real 
threat to Israel. 


In the technological age of the late 20th century, an age 
of missiles and mass destruction weapons, the territory 
of the West Bank has almost no military importance. 
The Gulf war, which made Israeli citizens feel the nature 
of this new military situation for the first time, clarified 
this completely. Fear of the invasion of ground forces 
that “will cut Israel in two” is fundamentally refuted. 
The Israel Defense Forces will reach Amman more 
quickly than any hostile coalition could reach the border 
of Israel from Amman. 


The situation regarding internal security is different. 
There is a real (but not existential) danger in Pales- 
tinian terror organizations liable to attack citizens of 
Israel, and Jewish terror organizations (settlers and 
others) liable to attack citizens of Palestine. It is clear 
that any state must eliminate terror cells from its 
territory. Cooperation between security services is cer- 
tainly essential. Thus, there will be no difficulty, 
because each of the two governments will have a vital 
interest in eliminating local terror organizations, which 
threaten it itself first of all. 


All security problems should be viewed in the context of 
the situation of peace as it comes into existence. The 
more peace strikes roots and becomes a reality in the 
field, the less of a need there will be for maintaining a 
large Israeli army and special security arrangements. In 
the long term, the slogans, “peace is security” and “an 
open border is a secure border” are true. 


4. Economy 


Clearly, two completely separate economies cannot exist 
in the compact territory between the Jordan River and 
the Mediterranean Sea. The border between them must 
be open economically as well. 


At the same time, it is necessary to prevent a neocolo- 
nialist situation in which a weak Palestinian economy 
becomes enslaved to an Israeli economy, which is several 
times stronger, as has been the case throughout the 
occupation. There must be an economic agreement 
between the two states that promotes their interests, and 
to which they both agree wholeheartedly. Such an agree- 
ment must cover customs, taxation, protection from 
attempts to flood the market, etc. All of these problems 
have already arisen in the EEC, where very strong 
economies (Germany) and very weak economies 
(Greece) live side by side. 


The Israeli economy will have an interest in estab- 
lishing joint factories in Palestine to make use of the 
skilled, relatively cheap manpower there (at least for a 
while). Beyond this, Israeli entrepreneurs will have a 
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vital interest in partnerships with Palestinian busi- 
nessmen in order to do business throughout the Arab 
world. An entire world of possibilities will thus be 
opened to the Israeli and Palestinian economy with the 
establishment of a comprehensive peace between Israel 
and the Arab world. Israel and Palestine will be natural 
transit countries for goods passing between several 
Arab countries and the West. Businessmen from both 
states will share an interest in a wide range of economic 
activities, especially if a common Middle Eastern 
market is established. 


It is close to certain that the initial years of the Pales- 
tinian state will be years of economic florescence. The 
United States, Europe, Saudi Arabia, and other Gulf 
states all will have an interest in rehabilitating the 
Palestinian economy to prevent the growth of Pales- 
tinian fundamentalism and radicalism, which will 
radiate throughout the entire region. The need to reha- 
bilitate masses of refugees returning to Palestine, and the 
international funds that will be made available for this 
effort, will also ensure initial economic fluorescence. 


5. Settlements 


The Jewish settlements in the West Bank and Gaza were 
established as an act of war and as part of a trend to 
supplant the Palestinian people and deprive it of its 
independence. The settlements have generated and con- 
tinue to generate extreme hostility in the heart of the 
Palestinian public. Inasmuch as they were created from 
the outset to preclude the return of the occupied territo- 
ries, they will become obsolete with the return of those 
territories. Also, given that Menahem Begin agreed to 
dismantle all of the settlements in the Sinai in the 
framework of peace with Egypt, there is no doubt that 
the dismantling of the Israeli settlements will be an 
absolute condition in any other peace agreement. 


Theoretically, all of the Jewish settlers will not have to 
necessarily be evacuated when the occupation is ended. 
Whoever is willing to live in a Palestinian state as a loyal 
resident is likely to be weicomed by the Palestinian 
Government. However, this is subject entirely to that 
government’s discretion and free will. 


In contrast to the crime of destroying Yamit and its 
environs, it is necessary to guarantee that the Israeli 
settlements, which were built at the expense of the Israeli 
public, in a gross waste of national resources, will remain 
standing so that Israel will be able to sell them to the 
Palestinian state for a suitable price. The Palestinian 
state would be able to rehabilitate returning refugees in 
them. Gush Qatif, for example, could be used to reha- 
bilitate refugees, who would find there not only housing, 
but also a livelihood source. 


6. Refugees 


“The right of return” is a sacred value in the Palestinian 
consciousness, and there is no Palestinian who would 
concede it as a vested right. At the same time, the Israeli 
public has moved toward a peaceful solution out of its 
strong desire to maintain Israel as a state with a large 
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Jewish majority. The myth of the return of a flood of 
refugees that will drown the state frightens many Israelis 
to death. 


The solution therefore lies in a UN resolution, which 
grants each refugee a choice between returning home and 
receiving appropriate damages. Israel must recognize the 
principle of the right of return, but condition its realiza- 
tion on a detailed, agreed plan. Palestinian experts have 
already outlined such a plan which responds to Israeli 
needs. Its principles are: Each family of refugees will be 
given a choice between returning to the country and 
receiving damages. A refugee who chooses damages shall 
receive generous damages, more or less according to the 
system by which Germany paid reparations to Jews. The 
money must come from international funds. Whoever 
chooses to return will be rehabilitated in the Palestinian 
state with the aid of international funds as well. 


In my opinion, it is worthwhile for Israel to also allow the 
return of an agreed number of refugees to its own 
territory, because of the great importance of symbols in 
resolving this conflict. At present, there are about 
800,000 Palestinian citizens in Israel. An additional 
100,000 or 200,000 over a 10-year period will not change 
the character of the state and will contribute very much 
to the atmosphere of reconciliation. 


7. Interim Stages 


Any conception of an interim stage requires new 
thinking. “Autonomy” was contrived by Menahem 
Begin 16 years ago. Since then, circumstances have 
changed completely. Adherence to this formula testifies 
to intellectual laziness and a lack of imagination, espe- 
cially inasmuch as autonomy, from the time it was 
conceived, was viewed by Sadat as something completely 
different from the autonomy that Begin intended. 


Interim stages have value only if they contribute to a 
resolution of the conflict through the creation of mutual 
trust and a feeling of security. However, interim stages 
can also have precisely the opposite effect, namely the 
deepening of hatred and the exacerbation of conflicts. In 
the interim phase, for example, violent conflicts are 
liable to develop between the armed legions of the 
settlers and the militia of the “autonomy,” and this is 
only one of the problems entailed by interim states. One 
thing is absolutely clear, interim stages can play a posi- 
tive role only if the final goal of the process is clear and 
agreed by everyone. An interim phase without an agree- 
ment on a final goal is a scenario fraught with dangers, 
and is likely to throw both sides into a deadlock. By 
contrast, agreed interim stages can facilitate the transi- 
tion to a free Palestinian state and can contribute posi- 
tively to the process of achieving a solution. 


8. Comprehensive Peace 


Israeli-Palestinian peace can yield its fruits fully only 
when it constitutes a part of a comprehensive peace that 
will bring about a general reconciliation between Israel 
and the Arab world. This reconciliation can find its 
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expressions in the establishment of modern, political- 
economic frameworks on the model of the European 
community. More limited frameworks can also be estab- 
lished, such as an israeli-Palestinian confederation, or an 
Israeli-Palestinian-Jordanian confederation. Palestinian 
and Arab leaders have already given their view on this 
possibility (in 1982, Yasir "Arafat mentioned the idea of 
_* -- eaaameamees confederation in a discussion 
with me). 


However, relations between Palestine and Jordan do not 
interest me. They should not in any way be part of an 
Israeli-Palestinian agreement. It is necessary to rely on 
geography, which obviously requires that there be special 
relations between Palestine and Jordan. Israel has a great 
interest in this, inasmuch as Palestine and Jordan will be 
the natural passage between Israel and the countries of 
the eastern Arab world. Clearly, there will be a strong 
connection between the Palestinian state and the Arab 
and Islamic world, just as there is a strong connection 
between Israel and the Jewish world. In the new reality 
that will evolve, these relations will have a very positive 
value to the equal benefit of both sides. Because both 
Israel and Palestine will be sovereign states, Palestine 
can absorb returning Palestinians as it sees fit, just as 
Israel can absorb new immigrants as it sees fit. 


Will this solution ensure true, durable peace? No piece of 
paper can ensure peace if it is accepted under duress, and 
if the desires and claims of one of the parties are not 
reasonably satisfied. Therefore, it is of the utmost impor- 
tance that Israel take into account the desires of the 
Palestinian people and endeavor to satisfy them to the 
extent possible, just as it is worthwhile for the Palestin- 
ians to take into account the desires and fears of the 
Israelis. This is not a matter of “gestures,” but of 
measures to build real peace. 


No one will suggest dismantling the Israel Defense 
Forces with the signing of a peace agreement. However, 
to the extent that a new fabric of relations and mutual 
interests develops between the two sides, it will be 
possible to reduce the security burden on the Israeli 
citizen and to devote freed resources to implementing a 
technological revolution that will transform Israel into 
the “Japan of the Middle East.” It is not by coincidence 
that the European community is mentioned in this 
context. The EEC was established after hundreds of 
years of war between Germany and France. Peace is not 
a dream. It is possible to see it, beyond its moral aspects, 
as a practical project to construct a new reality in which 
unprecedented possibilities will be opened to Israel. 


Will terror disappear? This question, which troubles 
many, has an answer that draws upon our own experi- 
ence: When the Zionist leadership accepted the partition 
plan approved by the United Nations on 29 November 
1947, two armed, underground, strong, popular organi- 
zations opposed it violently, Etzel [National Military 
Organization] and Lechi [Fighters for the Freedom of 
Israel]. How did this dangerous dispute end? It was 
decided within minutes, when the Jewish population 
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went out en mass to dance in the streets. In this way, they 
expressed their universal recognition that the establish- 
ment of a Jewish state is more important than any other 
consideration. 


Something very similar will happen to the Palestinian 
people, when it receives the good news that, after gener- 
ations of suffering and eviction, and years of occupation 
and suppression, the Palestinian flag will i:nally rise 
above an independent Palestinian state. At that moment, 
a new chapter will begin in the history of the two peoples 
in this land. 


Overview of Biological Research at Nes Tziyona 


934A0142A Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 
4 Aug 93 p 2 


[Article by Aluf Ben] 


[Text] During the past two years, the Institute for Bio- 
logical Research at Nes Tziyona has undergone a 
sweeping Organizational and administrative reform. The 
institute’s director was replaced and senior government 
officials devised a new format for budgeting the insti- 
tute’s activities. 


Under the new arrangements, the government will 
directly finance the employment of some of the biolog- 
ical institute’s 320 workers in order to preserve unique 
centers of information important to scientific research in 
Israel. The balance of the funds will come from the sale 
of research works, products, and services by the insti- 
tute’s management. 


The biological institute is a government division which, 
according to official publications, is attached to the 
office of the prime minister, but little information has 
been made public about its activities. Until 1975, the 
institute’s budget was included in budget books open for 
inspection, and a brief summary of its fields of scientific 
research appeared in the government’s annual report. 
The official publications ceased in the 1970’s. The 
institute’s scientists publish their research in profes- 
sional journals and participate in scientific conventions 
in Israel and abroad. 


The Institute for Biological Research was founded in 
1952 following the unification and transfer to civilian 
hands, of two research institutes that previously had 
operated in a different framework. The man behind its 
founding was Professor Ernest David Bergmann, who 
served as David Ben-Gurion’s science adviser. Prof. 
Ranana Ben-Gurion, daughter of the first prime min- 
ister, worked as a researcher at the institute. 


The research and development project conducted at the 
biological institute began even before the founding of the 
state. According to veterans of scientific research in 
Israel, the project had the enthusiastic support of Prof. 
Chaim Weizmann, the first president of Israel. 
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The first director of the biological institute was Prof. 
Alex Kenan, and its founders included Prof. Robert 
Goldwasser, who directed the institute during the 
1960’s. Dr. Amnon Ben-David directed the institute 
during the 1970's, followed by Prof. Yisra’el Hartmann, 
who retired last year. Prof. Marcus Klingberg, who was 
convicted of espionage, was deputy director of the insti- 
tute until he was caught and imprisoned. 


The institute is led today by Dr. Shmu’el (Sami) Cohen, 
a chemist who, until his appointment last year as deputy 
director, performed a variety of management roles. The 
top ranks include the deputy director for research and 
development, Dr. Avigdor Shaferman; the deputy 
director for operations, Dr. "Amram Golombik; the 
deputy director for finances, Eytan Dotan; and the 
chairman of the chemistry branch, Dr. Gavri’el Amiti. 


The institute is divided into branches according to 
scientific specialty: virology, biology, analytic chemistry, 
biochemistry, pharmacology, organic and medical chem- 
istry, mathematics, microbiology and a division for 
electronic microscopy. 


As made public in the government’s annual reports in 
the 1960's, the biological institute’s fields of research 
included, among other things, infectious diseases, partic- 
ularly those transmitted by insects; development and 
growth of insect tissue cultures and culturation of viruses 
in them; development and testing of insecticides; physi- 
ology of mosquitos and house flies; microbe genetics; 
immunological systems against disease; cancer research 
and immunology; and epidemiological research. 


The institute has done work for the American army and 
is still on the Pentagon’s list of suppliers. In 1971, 
HA’ARETZ reported that the institute had received a 
research grant worth 210,000 lira from the U.S. Army for 
investigating the nature, source, and spread of spotted 
fever. The research was performed by a team led by Prof. 
Klingberg, Prof. Goldwasser, and Dr. Tiveryu Schwartz. 


Examination of the biology and medical literature 
reveals that the institute’s scientists have published 
dozens of studies in recent years on subjects related to 
enzyme reactions in nerve systems, viruses, defenses 
against toxins, immunization of nerve systems against 
viruses, and cancer and AIDS research. The institute has 
also registered patents for processes and substances 
developed in its laboratories. 


The biological instituie offers for sale kits for detecting 
explosives and chemical warfare agents. The kit for 
detecting explosives, called ETK, permits identification 
of the explosive, of people who have come in contact 
with it and of the areas where the explosive was placed. 
A similar kit detects missile strikes and allows the user to 
distinguish between holes and cracks caused by missile 
hits and those resulting from other causes. 


The kit developed at the institute for detecting chemical 
warfare agents looks like a transparent card lodged on 
the detector kit’s filter. Within minutes, it reveals 
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whether the air contains nerve or mustard gas and, 
according to the institute, was designed “‘to assist in a 
quick decision whether to take off protective masks after 
an attack.” 


In another field, the biological institute provides 
research services and a toxicology laboratory (for the 
study of poisons) through a subsidiary, the Israeli Cor- 
poration for Life Sciences Research, Ltd. The corpora- 
tion was founded in 1979 for the purpose of performing, 
in Israel, tests that until then were performed abroad, 
and for providing services for local industry and export. 
Ownership was split originally between the government 
and a British company. The foreign partner withdrew 
late in 1983 and sold its shares back to the government. 


The Corporation for Life Sciences Research operates as 
an arm of the institute, whose grounds serve as home for 
its laboratories. According to the last report issued by the 
government corporations authority, 61 workers were 
employed there in March, 1992. The corporation lost 
426,000 shekels last year, and today suffers from a 
deficit in its shareholder equity. Its sales amounted to 
about 10 million shekels. The director of the Corpora- 
tion for Life Sciences Research is Prof. Hartmann, the 
former director of the biological institute. 


KUWAIT 


Assembly Closed Session Debates Security 


93AE0512A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
10 Jun 93 p 4 


[Article by Nasir al-Mutayri: “In Closed 14-Hour Ses- 
sion That Concluded With 12 Recommendations, 
Kuwaiti Parliament Did Not Discuss Citizenship of 
‘Countryless’ and Recommended Second Security Belt 
With Iraq”) 


[Text] Kuwait—Yesterday, observers in Kuwait said 
that the statement issued by the Kuwaiti National 
Assembly has not reflected the true nature of what took 
place in the closed session, which lasted more than 14 
hours and dealt with the country’s security conditions. 
The measures which the Assembly has recommended, 
and which it has urged the government to observe, have 
been received with positive reactions, because they have 
touched on the citizens’ demands directly, even though 
the recommendations have disregarded the question of 
codifying foreign labor and the issue of the “‘countryless” 
{al-Bidun]. 


A parliamentary source has told AL-SHARQ AL- 
AWSAT that what took place in the session was of 
extreme significance and reflected the government’s and 
the Assembly’s eagerness to entrench domestic security. 
Interior Minister Shaykh Ahmad Hamud al-Jabir 
answered the deputies, whereas Prime Minister and 
Crown Prince Shaykh Sa’ad al-’Abdallah al-Sabah and 
Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad, his deputy and the foreign 
minister, were absent from the session. According to 
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news agencies, the deputies have called for establishing a 
second security belt to prevent infiltration from Iraq. 


The closed session lasted until after midnight two days 
ago and was confined to the deputies and ministers, 
especially the interior minister. Meanwhile, local and 
international reporters and media people crowded out- 
side the hall. 


Some deputies, who left the hall for a short time during 
the closed session, expressed different opinions on the 
resolution to hold it in camera. Some of them said that 
most of the issues raised in the session did not require a 
closed session, whereas others said that the resolution 
was actually in the public interest, that sensitive issues 
were raised, and that raising those issues openly would 
have affected the public interest and Kuwait’s relations 
with some countries. 


One deputy said that frank and open debates were held 
between the legislative and executive authorities and 
that most of those debates were cordial, positive, and 
free of the provocation with which public sessions ordi- 
narily abound. 


Ordinary Citizen’s Reactions 


AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT has observed the Kuwaiti ordi- 
nary citizens’ reactions to the session and its resolutions, 
considering that they touch directly on the citizens’ 
demands. A number of citizens have asserted that the 
National Assembly must follow up on these resolutions 
closely and carefully because it is likely that their actual 
enactment will bolster Kuwait’s security and stability, 
especially in the wake of the latest developments and of 
the uncovered acts of terrorism and sabotage. Mean- 
while, other Kuwaiti citizens urged the need to focus on 
the recommendation concerning leadership positions, 
stressing the importance of pumping new blood into the 
Kuwaiti security’s positions and bodies. 


Meanwhile, there has been general satisfaction in the 
National Assembly’s parliamentary circles with the 
results produced by the closed session. A parliamentary 
source has assured AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT that what 
was raised with the interior minister in the closed session 
was extremely important and reflected the government’s 
and the Assembly’s eagerness to bolster security in all 
parts of Kuwait. The source also noted that the interior 
minister interacted tangibly, flexibly, and clearly with 
the deputies in the closed session, despite the heated 
nature of the debate. 


Some popular circles in Kuwait have criticized the 
parliamentary statement for disregarding some issues 
connected closely with the security issue, most signifi- 
cantly the problem of incoming labor and the problem of 
the “countryless,” both of which reflect on the country’s 
security conditions, especially since no signs of a solu- 
tion have surfaced to date. 


AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT has learned that some Interior 
Ministry leaders have held closed meetings with the 
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interior minister to discuss the resolutions emanating 
from the National Assembly debates. 


Security sources have noted the growing feelings of 
apprehension among some higher security leaders in the 
Interior Ministry regarding the recommendation to 
pump new blood into these leadership positions. 


Twelve Recommendations 


Deputy Shari’ al-’Ajami announced the recommenda- 
tions in a statement issued at the end of the session, 
saying that the government undertakes to accomplish the 
recommendations in three weeks. Here are the recom- 
mendations: 


First, increase the police force by accepting the enroll- 
ment of more Kuwaiti citizens and by offering incentives 
that guarantee interest on the part of the youth. 


Second, take the appropriate steps to ensure the 
execution of penalties as quickly as possible and to 
curtail procedures that obstruct the execution of court 
sentences. 


Third, have the government start adopting the appro- 
priate measures leading to the announcement of penal- 
ties issued against those convicted of major crimes. 


Fourth, have the media warn of the serious nature of 
crime and of its consequences to society. 


Fifth, have the Interior Ministry provide the National 
Assembly with quarterly reports on crime in the country. 


Sixth, open all police stations. 


Seventh, bestow the power of judiciary force upon cus- 
toms officials. 


Eighth, have the minister of interior and the depart- 
ments concerned check on security maintenance centers 
constantly. 


Ninth, have the interior minister inform the National 
Assembly within three weeks of all the material and 
procedural elements the ministry needs to enhance the 
security level. 


Tenth, have the Interior Ministry task immediately any 
department, center, or police station in case it is proved 
that it has not performed its duty or has been delinquent 
in its performance. 


Eleventh, have the minister of interior act on an urgent 
plan to abolish centralism and to divide duties among 
the ministry’s public departments, giving them adequate 
powers. 


Twelfth, develop security leaders and devote attention to 
leadership positions by promoting the diligent to these 
positions. 
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Assembly, Defense Ministry Try To Heal Rift 


93AE0512B London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
16 Jun 93 pp I, 4 


[Article by Nasir al-Mutayri: “Two-Week Grace Period 
To Settle Dispute Between Assembly and Minister, ‘Ali 
Sabah Committed to Crown Prince’s Decision’’] 


[Text] As part of his efforts to settle the dispute between 
the Kuwaiti National Assembly and Defense Minister 
Shaykh ’Ali Sabah, Prime Minister and Crown Prince 
Shaykh Sa’ad al-’Abdallah al-Salim al-Sabah held a 
closed meeting yesterday with National Assembly 
Deputy Speaker Salim al-Fudalah and Assembly Secre- 
tary Ahmad Bagir. The discussion focused on finding an 
appropriate way out of the crisis that has erupted 
because of the accusations made by the factfinding 
committee against the defense minister on the issue of 
the military armament budget. 


Al-Fudalah, who heads the factfinding committee, told 
reporters after the meeting that Shaykh Sa’ad al- 
Abdallah asked the committee to give him a two-week 
grace period to discuss the issue with the defense min- 
ister and to find out his viewpoint, having heard the 
committee chairman’s and rapporteur’s opinion at their 
two-hour meeting. 


Al-Fudalah said that at the closed meeting, Shaykh Sa’d 
reviewed the background of the Iraqi invasion and the 
circumstances preceding it. He also said that the crown 
prince asserted that Shaykh ’Ali al-Sabah’s call for trans- 
forming the Factfinding Committee into an investiga- 
tion committee is the minister’s personal opinion and 
doesn’t reflect the government opinion. 


Al-Fudalah noted that the reason for the dispute between 
the Factfinding Committee and the defense minister is 
that the five-member committee, which is entrusted with 
investigating excesses in the military armament budget, 
asks to interrogate some defense officials whereas the 
minister insists that his representative be present to hear 
the committee’s interrogation. Such presence could 
influence the course of the interrogation. 


Concluding, al-Fudalah stressed that the meeting with 
Shaykh Sa’d was fruitful and that the committee will 
take no new position until the efforts being made by the 
crown prince to contain the crisis are concluded. 


On his part, Kuwaiti Defense Minister Shaykh ’Ali 
al-Sabah clings to his demand vis-a-vis the Factfinding 
Committee in accordance with the principles of the 
constitution and with the National Assembly’s bylaws. 
He points out that as a National Assembly member, he is 
entitled to familiarize himself with the minutes of the 
committees’ closed sessions. However, he has stressed 
that he will abide by any decision made by Shaykh Sa’d, 
even if it entails making certain concessions. 


The defense minister expressed hope that Shaykh Sa’d 
al-’Abdallah al-Sabah will develop a satisfactory solution 
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that serves the public interest. In jest, Shaykh ‘Ali 
al-Sabah said, “the summer heat will melt all aspects of 
disagreement.” 


Shaykh Ali referred to personal positions in the ongoing 
dispute not because he is the “defense minister” but 
because he is “ ‘Ali al-Sabah, a man who respects the 
law.”” He denounced the accusation made by Assembly 
Speaker Ahmad al-Sa’dun in which he said that the 
minister “is a bad person.” The minister said, the “word 
bad is a big word used against me, and the speaker may 
have used it in a fit of emotion.” 


Responding to a question by AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
on the presence of suspicions regarding certain excesses 
in the military armament budget, the minister said that if 
he felt that there was such a thing, he would have 
referred any suspected party to the prosecution, adding 
that there is nothing noteworthy in this regard. 


In a related development, Deputy Mubarak al- 
Duwaylah has announced that one-half the defense 
budget, amounting to 3.5 billion dinars allocated for 12 
years, has already been spent, which indicates the 
presence of a certain flaw. Al-Duwaylah added that he 
addressed at the beginning of the year eight questions 
to the defense minister on the excesses and suspicions 
regarding the military budget and that he has received 
no answer to date. 


MOROCCO 


Industry Ministry Official: Privatization Issues 


93AF0683A London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
12-18 May 93 p 70 


[Interview with Hassan Omrani, director of privatiza- 
tion in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry; place 
and date not given] 


[Text] Hassan Omrani, director of privatization at the 
Moroccan Ministry of Commerce and Industry, stressed 
that the government is strongly determined to deal with 
the question of privatization. The revenues the govern- 
ment will reap from this process, he added, will make it 
possible to deal with the present economic conditions 
and to encourage investments. The Moroccan govern- 
ment is expected to earn 20 billion dirhams from the 
privatization process. 

The following is the text of the interview: 


[Al-Majallah}] Pursuing the policy of privatization in 
Morocco has come somewhat late. Now there is a kind of 
a race among the world countries to adopt this policy. 
How do you determine the state’s policy in this field? 


{[Omrani] Morocco has always been a liberal country and 
pursued the policy of a free economy. Historically, 
private incentive in Morocco has been among the gov- 
ernment’s priorities. The government has taken several 
measures to encourage this initiative. After Morocco 
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became independent in 1958, it enacted the first invest- 
ment law, opening the door for the private sector to 
participate in the country’s economy. 


Therefore we do not consider privatizing the govern- 
ment institutions as something new. The present exper- 
iment Morocco is undergoing is different from that of 
the East European countries. Those countries had abso- 
lutely no private institutions. Therefore, they resorted to 
selling the government institutions with the aim of 
creating an atmosphere conducive to privatization. This 
is different from what is taking place in Morocco at 
present, because the private sector has always been a 
tributary of the Moroccan economy and has a history of 
its own. Indeed more than 80 percent of the value added 
tax in Morocco comes from the private sector, which 
means that the government-owned public institutions 
a only 16 percent of the total general domestic 
uct. 


[Al-Majallah] What strategy has been pursued since this 
operation was launched? 


{[Omrani] The privatization process is a difficult one; 
we began implementing it at the end of the eighties, in 
December 1989 when the Moroccan Parliament 
approved the privatization law and we began laying 
down regulations defining the criteria and measures of 
transfer. We began the sale process the first of October 
1992, and the first transaction was the sale of the 
government’s shares in Soders Sugar Byproducts Corp. 
The company shareholders themselves bought the 
shares. 


After that we began selling hotels. Up to this day several 
hotels have been sold to the private sector, including 
Tariq Hotel in Tangier and the Almond Trees Hotel in 
Tafraout (60 km south of Aghadir in southern Morocco). 


We also went on to sell the Eastern Morocco Cement 
Company. The company includes two cement plants, 
one of them in Oujda and the other in Fes. 


The plants’ output capacity is about two million tons, 
and it is a profitable company. We are receiving offers 
for its sale and a decision will soon be made. 


[Al-Majallah] What are the standards and measures used 
to determine the value of the shares? 


{Omrani] All the companies offered for sale are share- 
holding companies of a purely commercial nature and 
operate in accordance with the rules of the law. Before 
we determine the price, we ask reputable international 
consultant offices to carry out a financial auditing of the 
company and to study the legal and taxation require- 
ments. These bureaus also carry out a financial and 
economic study of the institution in order to determine 
the price. After this process is completed, the bureau 
submits a report to the minister in charge of privatiza- 
tion, who refers the report to the decision-making 
authority, which is an independent body from the 
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administration, comprising seven persons with experi- 
ence in the subject. They determine the price in all cases. 


The sale procedure followed at present is the same as 
that in the stock market where the sale is carried out by 
inviting bids. The sale is sometimes carried out by 
combining the two methods, for the sale of a company is 
also carried out by inviting bids. 

[Al-Majallah}] It is noted that the companies being 
offered for sale are of the small and medium size. How 
are the companies selected from among the companies 
proposed for sale? 


{Omrani] We had to begin with the easy operations in 
order to ensure success. We began with medium-sized 
companies. The big companies will come later so that we 
will not flood the market from the beginning with major 
offers exceeding the present demand. 


[Al-Majallah] How much demand is there for the pur- 
chase of companies so far? 


{[Omrani] The market reaction so far has been encour- 
aging, and we expect the demand to increase with the 
increase in offers. 

[Al-Majallah] What does the ministry expect with regard 
to revenues from privatization? 


{Omrani] Our target up to the end of 1993 is to realize 
revenues totalling two million Moroccan dirhams as a 
result of the implementation of the initial sales. With 
regard to the project as a whole, it is not possible to 
determine the final value of the privatization operation, 
because so far not all the installations offered for sale 
have been evaluated. On the basis of the capital contri- 
butions made so far I can, with great reservation, esti- 
mate the total value of these institutions at more than 20 
billion dirhams. 

[Al-Majallah] What is the time limit set for the comple- 
tion of privatization? 

[Omrani] There are three stages which we expect to be 
completed within this operation to be spread over three 
years and ending in 1995. If this program is realized, 
then we will continue our work. 


Investments in Industrial Sector Decline 


93A4F0727B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
21 Jun 93 p 10 


{Article by Muhammad al-Shargi: “Controversy Over 
Customs Fees”] 


[Text] Moroccan investments in the industrial sector fell 
off by one-third in 1993, compared with the 1992 results. 
A statement issued by the Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce indicated that total investments during the 
first third of 1993 reached 4 billion Moroccan dirhams 
oo million), a drop of 33 percent compared 
with 1992. 
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The statement added that mechanical and processing 
industries suffered the largest percentage of loss, 
amounting to 64 percent, followed by textile and 
clothing industries (40 percent) and chemical materials 
(33 percent). On the other hand, investments in agri- 
cultural industries rose 20 percent and electronics by 
73 percent. 


The statement of the Moroccan Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce explained that the volume of local private 
investment was 57 percent, while foreign investments 
were valued at 19 percent. Ministry circles expect that 
the drop-off in the clothing and textile industries will 
continue during the second half of this year, because of 
the negligible demand for these products on the world 
market. These exports represent 34 percent of the coun- 
try’s total exports. 


The processing industries’ structure in Morocco con- 
sists of mostly small and mid-size businesses, nearly 
50,000 manufacturing units whose average number of 
employees does not exceed 100 workers. These firms’ 
owners say that the world trade situation has greatly 
affected the profitability of their activities—which 
decreased 25 percent during the last three years—and 
that the customs protection practiced by the EEC 
countries limits any possibility of increasing exports. 
The European markets make up 70 percent of the 
volume of normal exports. These firms are calling for 
resumption of negotiations with the EEC concerning 
textile exports known under the name “multi-fabrics.” 

They also demand that the highest rate of customs 
duties on imports be maintained. There is heated 
debate over the question of reducing customs duties 
and their relationship to protection of local products. 
Local industrial companies claim that reducing the 
rate of fees increases the volume of competition 
domestically and reduces the demand for their prod- 
ucts. From their point of view, this leads to a decline in 
investments because of reduced profitability. 


The Sumaka [name as published] Automobile Company 
is leading a campaign to oppose reducing the customs 
duties. The firm maintains that its local sales of pas- 
senger cars fell from 6,072 to only 4,962 during the first 
quarter of 1993. By the end of the year, it anticipates a 
drop of over 40 percent. This is in contrast to an increase 
in demand for imported automobiles, which will total 
97,000 cars by the end of 1993. 


For their part, official sources say that reducing customs 
duties and opening doors to foreign imports will prepare 
the way for the free trade zone project with the EEC, 
which is expected before the end of this year. This will 
help the Moroccan economy, despite present interna- 
tional circumstances, which these circles describe as 
unhelpful at the present time. 


Subjects like these make for provocative debate among 
supporters and opponents, in connection with the legis- 
lative elections to choose a new parliament next Friday, 
25 June 1993. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


Industrial Expansion Exempted From Income 
Taxes 


93AE0530A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
17 Jun 93 p 11 


[Article by Salah Sanadi: “Riyadh Exempts Capital 
Expansion of Joint Industrial Projects From Income and 
Corporation Taxes”] 


[Text] London—The Saudi Ministry of Finance and 
National Economy announced yesterday that capital 
expansion of industrial projects owned jointly by Saudis 
and foreigners will be exempted from income and cor- 
poration taxes. 


An official source of the Saudi Finance Ministry has said 
that the tax- exemption decision was made after it was 
noticed that projects in the Kingdom owned jointly by 
Saudis and foreigners wish to expand at times by adding 
new products or by increasing their production capacity, 
thus requiring both partners to invest new funds. 


The source added that the foreign partner’s share comes 
ordinarily either from accrued profits, which the partner 
could have collected and remitted to the outside world, 
or from new funds that the foreign partner brings in from 
abroad to contribute to the expansion cost. This is a good 
tendency that deserves to be encouraged. Because past 
regulations did not stipulate that the foreign partner’s 
share of the expansion cost is entitled to tax exemption 
for a period similar in length to the exemption period 
given to the original project, and for the same reasons for 
which the original project was entitled to the exemption, 
it has been deemed that new investment merits exemp- 
tion for the same reasons for which the original project 
was exempted. 


Businessmen expect both commercial and industrial 
foreign investments to be boosted now that the Finance 
Ministry has agreed to exempt expansions by joint 
companies from income and corporation taxes. They 
note that the industrial sector will be the biggest benefi- 
ciary, considering that most foreign investments are 
focused in this sector and that profit reinvestment in the 
Kingdom will take the form of expansion and research 
projects and projects to train Saudi labor. 

Foreign capital invested in expansion will benefit from 
the income and corporation taxes for a period similar to 
the period enjoyed by the original project. The exemp- 
tion period will be calculated as of the date on which the 
expansion begins producing. 


AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT has already pointed out that a 
group of Saudi businessmen had submitted proposals to 
the Saudi authorities concerned, urging them to expand 
the tax exemption period given to foreign firms oper- 
ating in the country. 
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The proposals are summed up in exempting expansions 
of projects of foreign firms in the Kingdom for an 
additional period of 10 years. The Saudi Government 
has been exempting these firms from paying taxes for 
their profits for a period of 10 years, with the provision 
that they start paying an average of 45-percent tax at the 
end of this period. 


Commenting on this fact, a businessman has said, ““Tax 
legislation enacted in the Kingdom currently was issued 
nearly 30 years ago. The 45-percent tax rate was consid- 
ered ideal because the average tax in many countries was 
70 percent at the time. But both industrial and devel- 
oping countries have reduced their taxes in the past two 
decades in an effort to attract foreign investment, with 
the international average thus dropping to 28 percent. It 
is necessary to deal with this issue by keeping up with the 
international tendency in this regard.” 


Some businessmen told AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT jyes- 
terday that the authorities concerned have not included 
the proposal to confine the tax only to profits distributed 
to the partners in a corporation. Currently, the law in 
force calls for levying the tax on realized profit. 


Dr. ’Abdallah al-Dabbagh, secretary general of the Saudi 
Chambers of Commerce, has said that studies are cur- 
rently underway to reexamine the structure of the taxes 
levied on foreign corporations operating in the 


Association Studies Petrochemicals Expansion 


93AE0530C London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
12 Jun 93 p 13 


[Text] Riyadh—Dr. Muhammad Ibrahim Mansur, dean 
of the Asyut University Business College, has presented 
to the annual conference of the Saudi Economic Associ- 
ation a paper on the international trade system and the 
restrictions imposed on the GCC member states’ indus- 
trial exports. AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT publishes here 
the paper’s most important contents of the paper: 


“Eight rounds of multilateral trade talks, beginning with 
the Geneva session in 1947 and ending with the eighth 
session in Urugway, have not been able to deal with a 
problem that has had its negative impact on the devel- 
oping countries’ industrialization movement. This is the 
problem of tariff escalation in the industrial countries, 
which is tantamount to a customs structure in which the 
active tariffs rate exceeds the nominal tariffs rate. What 
is meant by an escalating tariff is customs fee rates that 
rise higher for a commodity the more the commodity is 
processed. The fees rate reaches its maximum when the 
raw material involved is totally processed. Most often, 
raw materials are totally exempted from customs fees. 
Thus, escalation promotes the export of goods in their 
primary form and discourages export of the developing 
countries’ semi-processed or fully manufactured goods. 
The negative impact of this phenomenon depends on 
how inclined is the escalating ladder. If the incline is 
steep, i.e., if the difference between the fee level in its 
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final phase and its previous phases is big, then the 
negative impact is severe, and vice versa. Non-customs 
restrictions assume numerous forms, such as the quota 
system; and the voluntary export restraint (VER) system, 
in accordance with which an exporting country pledges 
unofficially that the number of units of a certain com- 
modity it exports will not exceed a certain figure annu- 
ally. These forms of restrictions also include the so-called 
orderly marketing arrangement (OMAs), which are tan- 
tamount to measures applied where industry in the 
importing country cannot withstand foreign competi- 
tion. Thus, this country resorts to levying customs and 
non-customs fees on imports, relying on the so-called 
protection clause in GATT. On top of all of this, the 
industrial countries’ governments may curtail foreign 
imports by limiting the number of foreign corporations 
permitted to participate in the bidding process. A gov- 
ernment may also declare contracting terms in a manner 
that does not permit foreign firms to stand on equal 
footing with domestic firms, as in the case of laws on 
government purchases.” 


Restrictions Imposed on GCC Countries’ Manufactured 
Exports 


“The fever of modern protectionism has had a severe 
impact on the most newly industrialized developing 
countries. These countries have found that the major 
industrial countries have taken with their left hand 
what the GATT had given with its right hand. The 
most recently-industrialized developing countries had 
attached great hopes to the exernptions established in 
Part IV of the GATT, especially the exemptions from 
customs fees promised unilaterally by the general 
system of preferences for some manufactured com- 
modities exported by developing countries to the 
industrialized countries. 


“But the industrial countries have circumvented this 
system and made it devoid of any benefit that devel- 
oping countries could reap from it. The industrialized 
countries have done this by devising the graduation 
system one time, the escalating tax another, and the new 
protectionist tendencies a third time. Japan and the 
Asian tigers are not the only victims of these innova- 
tions that have hit the least industrialized countries and 
the last countries to enter the advanced countries’ 
markets. The GCC countries are an example of this 
latter group of countries, meaning the countries to be 
undermined by these restrictions. In these countries, 
which have had a relative abundance of natural 
resources and capital, the industrialization model has 
been based on production for export to foreign markets. 
The petrochemicals industry in particular has been 
given special priority among Arab industries channeled 
toward the outside world. In the Arab Gulf environ- 
ment, these industries enjoy all the means of survival. 
Thus, the Gulf countries enjoy superiority in these 
industries that are founded fundamentally on a rela- 
tively abundant base of oil and gas. This is why planners 
had expected these industries would, very probably, be 
efficient and successful, not just because they are 


NEAR EAST 


energy-intensive but also because they 
intensive and because they can utilize 
surpluses accumulated in the ) ey oil countries. 


“These industries emerged half a 
advanced industrial countries, especially 
States, Japan, and West Europe. For a period of time, 
these countries controlled the international production 


new producers into the market had to go through a 
limited number of multinational corporations that 
belonged to one or more of these advanced countries. 
Therefore, it is not surprising that the international 
petrochemicals market is operating under the canopy of 
oligopoly. This market is characterized by a high degree 
of concentration, considering that 15 giant corporations 
control the world’s petrochemicals production and mar- 
keting. A major part of these corporations’ effort in the 
1970s was channeled toward production in the Arab 
oil-rich countries. Earlier, the corporations’ effort 
extended to other Third World countries. This led to 
increasing production beyond the [desired] limit, to the 
emergence of a crisis of excessive production, and to a 


Gulf Countries Produce 20 Million Tons of 
Petrochemicals 


“It is evident that the Arab petrochemicals and fertilizer 
production has expanded to a limit that greatly exceeds 
the Arab consumption capacity. The petrochemicals 
production capacity has reached 20 million tons, of 
which nearly 40 percent is concentrated in Saudi Arabia 
alone. Whereas the number of Arab petrochemical 
projects and production capacity have been increasing, 
Arab consumption of petrochemicals has not exceeded 
nine million tons, meaning that more than 11! million 
tons go looking for foreign outlets. We also encounter in 
other Arab industries, such as chemical fertilizers, what 
we encounter in the petrochemicals industry. Nitroge- 
nous fertilizer production amounted to 2.4 million tons 
in 1987, whereas Arab consumption did not exceed 1.4 
million tons, meaning that there was a big exportable 
surplus looking for foreign markets, especially in the 
advanced industrialized countries. The new tendency of 
protectionism against manufactured goods coming from 
the developing countries has intensified in these mar- 
kets. This tendency severely restrains the ability of the 
Arab Gulf countries to utilize their relative advantages 
to the maximum limits possible and impedes their 
industrialization activity.” 


Broad Fears 


“This tendency’s supporters are inclined to say that the 
Arab Gulf countries’ industrial products can, with their 
relatively low price and with free market access in the 
advanced countries, pose a threat to the competitive 
position of the advanced countries’ industry on its own 
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turf. Consequently, Arab products can paralyze com- 
peting industries, lead to worker layoffs, lower profit 
rates, and, perhaps, eliminate some industrial branches. 
Often, this tendency has been the consequence of pres- 
sures exerted by petrochemical industry representatives 
in the major industrial capitals to urge their governments 
to adopt further protectionist measures against petro- 
chemicals of Arab origin. A large number of representa- 
tives of these industries have expressed their concern 
over growing Arab petrochemical exports to the 
advanced countries. Robert Horton, the executive 
director of British Petroleum, expects that ‘protectionist 
measures will escalate with the entry of producers of 
low-cost goods into the market.’ This is a discreet signal 
to the GCC petrochemical-producing countries. Gilbert 
{?Routen], the general director of ELF Octane, a French 
company, warned during the company’s general 
assembly meeting of the ‘threat of Arab petrochemical 
exports to prices in Europe and Asia’ and urged the 
‘adoption of European protectionist measures similar to 
the measures the United States has taken.’ 


“These measures range from customs restraints to 
non-customs restraints, which means reenactment of 
the safeguard clause in the GATT to serve interests 
other than those for which this clause was established. 
The GATT permits member countries to restrict for- 
eign competition if imports undergo a big sudden 
increase that results in serious damage or poses the 
threat of serious harm to the national industry. But this 
clause, which the industrial countries have applied 
excessively, has become a means to prevent foreign 
competition and not to prevent serious harm, as the 
GATT stipulates. Arab petrochemical production will 
not, at the top of its designed capacity, exceed a 
10-percent share of the entire world market. So what 
grave harm can a percentage that is still below this 
capacity cause to the advanced countries’ national 
industry or to their industrial labor? Moreover, petro- 
chemicals are not a labor-intensive industry. Conse- 
quently, this percentage will not add much to Europe’s 
unemployed labor. Besides, the advanced countries 
have the resources to restructure their industries in the 
direction of producing petrochemicals involving the 
use of highly sophisticated technology. 


“The advanced countries’ customs structure is biased, of 
course, in favor of importing manufactured goods from 
other advanced countries. Meanwhile, it discriminates 
against industrial imports from the developing coun- 
tries. Moreover, the customs structure embraced by the 
advanced countries is characterized by ‘tariff escalation.’ 
As we have already noted, this is a problem that has its 
negative impact on the developing countries’ industrial- 
ization activity. To date, the GATT negotiations have 
failed to find a cure for this problem. The danger is that 
the more heavily processed a commodity is, the higher 
the tariff rises. Consequently, this system is biased in 
favor of primary imports, and it discourages the import 
of goods with a greater degree of processing. Thus, the 
‘escalating tariff will make it more difficult for the 
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developing countries to use exports as a foundation on 
which to base their industrialization. Perhaps this is one 
of the elements that explains the slow pace at which Arab 
petrochemical industries have been moving from first- 
generation projects (basic petrochemicals) to second- 
generation projects (semi-processed and final products). 
Had it not been for this, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
would not have been able to quadruple its sales of 
methanol, which is cxempted from the customs tariff, to 
the EEC. Methanol, as is well known, is a basic product 
of the first-generation projects. But despite this, the 
export capability of Saudi Arabia and of other GCC 
countries has collided with the ceiling established for it. 
In accordance with the general system of preferences, or 
the GSP, the EEC establishes a relative share or a fixed 
ceiling, depending on the approximate quota of the 
developing countries. So if a certain quota or ceiling, 
whether determined by a certain volume or by a certain 
number of European Currency Units divided among the 
EEC members, is exceeded, then customs fees are 
applied automatically. The ceiling for Saudi methanol 
exports to the EEC was set at 3,000 tons annually, 
whereas actual Saudi sales to these countries amounted 
to 12,000 tons in 1984. Arab Gulf countries do, in fact, 
pay customs fees ranging from 13.5 percent to 14.4 
percent for their petrochemical exports to the EEC, 
because they exceed the quota set for them by the EEC in 
accordance with the GSP. Meanwhile, the EEC does not 
levy similar fees on its petrochemical imports from the 
United States or Japan, keeping in mind that one-half 
Europe’s imports comes from the latter. 


“It seems that in application, the GSP, which was 
proposed in the 1960s by the developing countries to 
be used as protection against the advanced countries’ 
discriminatory policies, has been made devoid of its 
most significant benefits. Often, the advanced coun- 
tries have circumvented the system and interpreted its 
provisions arbitrarily. Essentially, the system focuses, 
as we have already noted, on the developing countries’ 
demand that the advanced countries grant their man- 
ufactured and semi-processed imports from the devel- 
oping countries preferential treatment, without tying it 
to reciprocal treatment. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that the advanced countries were slow to adopt the 
system because of the added competition it would 
create against their domestic industries. The EEC 
didn’t adopt it until 1971. In 1976 the United States 
was the last to adopt the GSP, but with numerous 
constraints which caused the Arab countries to lose 
every hope of seeing their industries enter the U.S. 
market. At the time, the United States excluded the 
Arab petrochemical-exporting oil countries and the 
communist countries, of course, from the GSP.” 


Claim of Government Support for Gulf Industries Is 
Feeble 


“To defend these restrictions, the advanced countries 
employ ordinarily the argument that the Gulf countries’ 
export industries receive government aid and support in 
their own homes, thus making it needless for others to 
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give them any aid, whether in the form of customs 
facilities or any other facilities. Else, the Gulf industries 
would become a feared rival posing a threat to the 
advanced countries’ industries that compete with the 
imports. A number of reasons are cited in support of this 
allegation: 


“1. The natural gas cost at which the GCC countries 
supply their petrochemical complexes is below inter- 
national cost. Often, gas supplies are free, or nearly 
free of charge. Consequently, these countries’ pro- 
duction has a competitive edge that enables tham to 
inundate the European markets with millions of 
tons. 


“2. Low transportation cost because the Arab Gulf pet- 
rochemical-producing countries subsidize their 
giant tankers. 


“3. The Arab Gulf countries’ industrial complexes are 
newer than those in Europe and, therefore, use a 
smaller workforce which produces larger quantities. 
This gives Arab products an added competitive 
edge. 


“4. World markets may not be able to absorb Arab, 
European, U.S., and Japanese petrochemical pro- 
duction simultaneously, keeping in mind that Euro- 
pean plants no longer operate at more than 60 
percent capacity. 


“This logic, regardless of how strong its power of persua- 
sion and the reasons cited in its defense, is not adequate 
to justify the restrictions imposed by the advanced 
countries on the Arab industry’s exports. This industry 
was founded in the first place with the encouragement of 
the advanced countries, in reliance on their companies, 
and in partnership with these companies in all phases of 
production. The oil countries defended their joint 
projects with multinational companies with the argu- 
ment that these companies could reach the advanced 
countries’ markets, and e. en possessed the keys to these 
markets’ closed doors. Ye'. these doors were shut tightly 
in the face of Arab exports, which have come to face a 
mazketing crisis abroad and idle production capacities at 
home. The industrialized countries’ protectionist mea- 
sures severely restrict the GCC countries’ ability to 
utilize their relative advantages to the utmost and 
impede the GCC industrialization activity. They cast, 
moreover, heavy shadows of doubt on the fairness of the 
international trade system, as understood and practiced 
by the industrialized countries. This doubt emanates 
from a general feeling that this system has been eroded 
and has strayed far from the ideals preached by the 
GATT accords. These accords, though flawed by viola- 
tions, continue to be a framework for any negotiations 
that seek to develop international trade in favor of the 
less fortunate parties of this system. These violations 
should not be a justification for rebelling against the 
GATT and for abandoning its structure because a ‘defi- 
cient’ trade system in the presence of GATT accords is 
better than total ‘anarchy’ in their absence. 
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Latest GATT Round Is Test of Agreement’s Suitability 


“Perhaps the latest round of the GATT negotiations, 
known as the Urugway round, is considered a final field 
for testing GATT’s suitability to realize the GCC coun- 


sever inctoded within the sphere of cobective 
tions. Scar tahdiemedinentansdaaianantties 
these countries have an interest in contributing to 
building and developing an international trade system, 
they can, by joining the GATT negotiations, gain 
numerous benefits for themselves and for other devel- 
oping countries, especially if they employ their negoti- 
ating power to make greater gains. The GCC countries 
ne Se ee 


fees were levied when oil prices dropped. Their 
objective was to earn revenues for the public trea- 
sury and to prevent a drop in the price of final oil 
products to the consumer. 


“2. Eliminate or ease the customs and non-customs 
barriers confronting their petrochemical exports to 
the advanced countries. These barriers were erected 
as a result of a faulty interpretation of the GSP 
which provides special advantages for manufactured 
exports of the developing countries. But in practice, 
the developing countries have not benefited from 
these advantages. 


“3. Develop a successful cure for the escalating-tax 
problem in the advanced countries. The continued 
presence of this tax poses a threat to industrializa- 
tion aspirations of the Arab Gulf countries, espe- 
cially during this J of their movement to the 
next generations of advanced petrochemicals. 


“4. Support the demand of the other developing coun- 
tries to trade freely in commodities that are of 
special importance to them. This support can 
strengthen the tendencies of the Arab Gulf countries 
to diversify their production structures and to 
reduce their extreme reliance on a single com- 
modity. The GCC countries possess considerable 
negotiating power that may not be available to other 
Arab countries or developing countries. With this 
power, the GCC countries can bargain to wrest 
better terms for their exports to the EEC and to 











petrochemicals exported to the EEC countries will 
be the first real test of this negotiating power of the 
GCC countries now that the EEC is inclined to levy 
a 14-percent customs fee on methanol imports and a 
14.4-percent fee on low-density polyethylene 
imports. This tendency makes the Saudi proposal to 
levy a 20-percent customs tax on all European 
exports to the GCC countries a justifiable proposal 
within the context of the reciprocal-treatment 
clause. But these negotiations have been held far 
from the international framework organized by the 
GATT. 
The GCC countries gain their negotiating power from 
their significance as a very big market and a big buyer 
possessing an immense purchasing power that is of great 
interest to the advanced industrial countries primarily. 
In the oil era, average imports from the advanced 
industrial countries ranged from $20 billion to $40 
billion annually. Just one country, namely the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, imported the equivalent of $20 billion 
annually from the EEC countries. Moreover, Saudi 
Arabia ranks ninth among major countries importing 
from the United States. The value of these imports 
exceeded the value of Italian, Soviet, and Brazilian 
imports from the United States. 


“This means that the Saudi Arabia and the other Guif 
countries are not a small importer. Their markets are 
opened without constraints to free trade. More than 
one-half of these countries’ imports from the EEC is 
entirely exempted from customs taxes, and the rest is 


tries, especially since the unified economic agreement 
the GCC countries concluded in 1981 calls for ‘establish- 
ing a unified customs tariff vis-a-vis the outside world to 
protect the national products from foreign competition 
and to create, moreover, a collective negotiating power 
in order to bolster the member countries’ position versus 
foreign parties, particularly versus regional economic 
blocs.’ The GCC countries also possess the resources to 
enhance their regional trade and to replace foreign 
imports from industrial countries by regional products.” 


Petrochemical Industry Problems Analyzed 
93AE0530B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
2 Jul 93 p 11 


[Article by "Umar Jastaniyah: “Private Sector Invests $4 
Billion in Saudi Arabia’s Petrochemical Industry; Main 
Problems Are Due to Lack of Local Expertise”’] 


[Text] Jiddah—Dr. Ibrahim Shaqdar, elected member of 
the Petrochemicals and Minerals Group, a subsidiary of 
the (ZAYNAL) Industrial Consortium, has stressed that 
the domestic private sector can play an influential role in 
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the area of Saudi petrochemical industries if some diffi- 
culties impeding the financing and management of this 
sector's activities are surmounted. Shaqdar noted that 
joint projects with foreign corporations and with 
domestic semi-governmental corporations represent a 
positive factor. 


Shaqdar estimated the value of private petrochemical 
industry projects which will be constructed in Saudi 
Arabia in the near future at nearly $4 billion, compared 
to $13.5 billion invested by the government in these 
industries in the past. 


Dr. Ibrahim Shaqdar added that the Safra’ Hydrocarbon 
Solvents Company Limited, a subsidiary of the consor- 
tium, has entered the petrochemicals field to meet needs 
of the Gulf markets and of some regional and interna- 
tional markets for petrochemical agents. He said that the 
most important reason for taking this step is to “block 
eeV—_e 


Safra’ produces so-called solvents. In the initial phase of 
its project, Safra’ has chosen to produce aliphatic and 
aromatic solvents. Solvents, which are intermediate 
chemical agents, are involved in more than 80 percent of 
such products as printing inks, pesticides, and paints. 
Moreover, solvents are used in mechanical cleaning and 
in numerous maintenance activities. 


Solvents are produced from substances with an organic- 
petroleum base and substances with an inorganic base 
(corn oil, for example). Dr. Shaqdar said that Safra’ 
produces nine final products and dozens of special 
chemical compounds and aids used for daily purposes, 
all manufactured according to international standards 
concerning environmental protection. 


In an interview with AL-HAYAH, Dr. Shaqdar added 
that the company extracts sulfur and harmful aromatics 
from agents used almost daily in order to protect public 
health and the environment. The company does this out 
of adherence to international standards and measure- 
ments that limit the maximum amount of sulfur 
[released into the environment] and that require control- 
ling the level of harmful aromatics in these agents. 


It is to be noted that the highest sulfur-content rate in 
international factories in Europe is no more than five 
particles per million. For aromatics, the rate does not 


exceed 10-13 percent, compared to 13-16 percent in the 
United States. 


Dr. Shaqdar added that the project costs amount to 
nearly 200 million riyals, that the paid capital is 50 
million riyals, and that Total, a French company, owns 
10 percent, compared to 90 percent owned by the Saudi 
partner. The Industrial Development Fund has contrib- 
uted 45 percent [of the cost] in support of the project. 


Safra’ launched recently a large-scale information cam- 
paign to point out the health and environmental effects 
of some petrochemical products sold in Saudi, Gulf, and 
other markets without adherence to the international 
environmental protection standards. 
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It is to be noted that Safra’ is the first private Saudi 
company to own and manage a petrochemical plant of 
such dimensions. 


A: for the near future, Shaqdar said that he estimates the 
vaie of the numerous projects being set up in the 
peti »chemicals field by the Petrochemicals and Minerals 
Grou, of the ZAYNAL Industries Consortium at $1.3 
The consortium owns three limited-liability companies, 
namely Hadadah, Safra’, and Taldin, which are in the 
founding phase. The ZINEL Consortium Group is also a 
partner in a number of joint-stock companies whose 
investments are estimated at more than $1 billion, such 
as the Saudi Cables Company, which has a capital of 300 
million riyals; the Saudi Cables Marketing Company, 
which has < capital of $10 billion [name and figure as 
published]; and al-Lajin Company which oversees 
projects with a total cost of nearly $2 billion. 


Speaking about Taldin, a limited-liability company, Dr. 
Shaqdar has said that it is a project in its final founding 
stage and that it will have the capacity to produce 
180,000 tons of polypropylene and 185,000 tons of 
propylene. It is estimated the project will cost $450 
million. It is being implemented in partnership with 
Highmont, a U.S. firm, on a 40-percent to 60-percent 
basis. Joint consultations are underway among the part- 
ners on marketing processes and on steps to start the 
project and to complete some final studies connected 
with it. 


Shaqdar expects all phases of the project to be completed 
by the end of this year and that its specifications [sic] will 
be announced next March. 


Moreover, industrial sources have told AL-HAYAH that 
the Taidin project is under preliminary evaluation by the 
Industrial Development Fund. 


Dr. Shaqdar underlines the fact of government support 
for the petrochemicals industry, whether in terms of 
loans, raw material prices, or equipment. But he also 
points out four obstacles that are embodied in the 
absence of specialized consulting firms, in the lack of a 
clearcut regulatory policy that defines the prices of raw 
materials originating in petroleum, high cost estimates, 
and the small resources available to industries comple- 
menting petrochemicals. 


It should be noted here that Dr. Talal Bakr, a commis- 
sioned member of the al-Lajin Company, said in a press 
conference he held recently to discuss the company 
projects, including an aluminum blast furnace, “The 
company has proposed to the Yanbu’-Jubayl Royal 
Authority to purchase in advance all of the blast furnace 
power needs and to pay the cost in advance as a means to 
finance basic equipment projects and to secure such 
equipment for various industrial projects.” 


Shaqdar said that the Saudi Government, represented in 
the Industrial Development Fund, offers rewarding 
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loans to all industrial and other projects. He 
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could total nearly 100 million riyals for 


i 
: 
g 
iF 
4 
Ses 
Hi 
Ee 


and face a bright future and that the fund’s systems have 
to keep up pace with this phase. 


Dr. Bakr added that the lack of specialized cadres in 


the interest rates for their loans and to 
sureties from the borrower. In a related development, 
Bakr pointed out that joint Saudi-foreign banks have 
begun to finance certain projects according to very 
special and very harsh terms. 

been 


Dr. Bakr further noted that Safra’ project has 
financed by an 80- million riyal loan from the Industrial 
ee plus a loan on somewhat moderate 
term the French Export Promotion Bank. He 
added, “We hope that local banks will play a major role 
in financing domestic industrial projects in the 


As to whether the Saudi private sector can compete at 
the Arab and international levels, in addition to per- 
forming its domestic role in the petrochemicals industry, 
Dr. Shaqdar said that certain elements must be made 
available to the private sector so it will compete and 


private sector can compete because it is strong, dynamic, 
and has links with a foreign partner who has his mar- 
ketixg capabilities and who can facilitate this sector's 
task at times. Shaqdar further added, “SABIC [Saudi 
Basic Inidustries Corporation], for example, has a greater 
marke‘ing ability than the private sector, because it is a 
semi-gover” rental corporation. But SABIC suffers from 
marketing restrictions imposed on petrochemical prod- 
ucts by some countries.” 


As for the private sector’s acquisition of sophisticated 
technology, Shaqdar said, ‘““The private sector encoun- 
ters difficulty in acquiring it whereas major corpora- 
tions, such as SABIC, acquire such technology with 
facility and, at times, at lower prices than those available 
to the rrivate sector, especially since those who possess 
sophisticated technology in the world are countable.” 
Shaqdar added, “But this is not an absolute rule, because 
the private sector, for competitive reasons, can acquire 
some types of technology which major corporations 
cannot acquire.” 


As to the availability of raw materials, Dr. Shaqdar said 
that the private sector cannot compete with the King- 
dom’s old petrochemical plants, which were started by 
SABIC, because these plants received incentive prices 
from the government. This is somewhat different from 
modern plants that have been given a direct government 
incentive, which provides for their acquisition of raw 
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materials at a price that is 30 percent below the interna- 
tional price. This enables these plants to compete well at 
the local and international levels, but only in limited 
spheres, such as liquefied gas and some other products.“ 


Dr. Shaqdar pointed out that it is necessary to develop 
adequate expertise on a scientific basis so as to set up 
and ensure the survival of projects in the private sector. 


Regarding the Saudi [private] sector’s ability to compete 
with the Saudi Arabian Basic Industries Corporations, 
SABIC, as a complete unit with all its various projects, 
Shaqdar said, “At this level, SABIC cannot be rivaled 
under any circumstance. But SABIC can be rivaled as 
independent projects.” He added, ““To date, the outcome 
of the competition between private sector companies 
and SABIC projects has not appeared. A long time is 
needed before MTBE [methyl tertiary butyl ether] pro- 
duction projects materialize. These projects are involved 
in the production of lead-free gas. The private sector is 
implementing two such projects. The first belongs jointly 
to the Arab Company for Investment in Chemicals and 
Mobil, a U.S. company; and the second belongs to 
al-Lajin Company. This is in addition to another project 
that is being implemented by SABIC.” Shaqdar asserted, 
however, that there is a tendency for integration and 
cooperation among all petrochemical companies. He 
said that this tendency has been reflected in various 
partnerships through which SABIC has become a partner 
in some projects that are under construction. He also 
pointed out that “progress in this relationship will be 
beneficial, will bolster the national industry generally, 
and will strengthen all partners.” 


Regarding the effect of the international price cycle on the 
private sector’s petrochemical products, Shaqdar said, 
“The cycle affects numerous projects negatively when it is 
on the slide. The intensity of international price shocks 
varies according to the size of a company, its general 
reserve, and support from its owners. But this cycle also 
helps to create more industries and highlights the impor- 
tance of timing to the success of petrochemical plants.” 


Shaqdar has estimated dimensions of the private sector’s 
activities in the petrochemicals field, including projects 
under study, at $14-15 billion, noting that perhaps only 30 
percent of the projects under study will be implemented. 


As to the success of the Saudi vocational element in 
petrochemical industries, Shaqdar said that a good per- 
centage of technically and academically-eligible Saudi 
labor takes part in the decision-making processes and that 
Saudis constitute 30-40 percent of the people in actual 
technical management. But the percentage of Saudis in the 
operations area is small. Shaqdar acknowledged that the 
private sector does not have the ability to provide training, 
because it is expensive. But other parties and major 
corporations, such as SABIC, ARAMCO, SMARC [Saudi 
Marketing and Refining Company], and technology col- 
leges sponsored by the government—embodied in the 
General Vocational Training and Education Organiza- 
tion—provide this training. 


JPRS-NEA-93-091 
30 August 1993 


According to a report drafted by the Saudi Export- 
Promotion Center, the petrochemicals industry ranks 
third in number of plants (334 plants) and first in 
investment. 


Engineer ’Abd-al-’Aziz al-Zamil, the Saudi industry and 
electricity minister, has disclosed that a program is being 
implemented by the ministry to establish coordination 
among the various industries and to evaluate the actual 
need for these industries. At a recent meeting with 
members of the Saudi Economic Association, the min- 
ister added that 50 billion riyals have been spent on 
investments in the petrochemicals industry. 


REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


Salih on Constitutional Amendments, Corruption 


93LH0023B Aden SAWT AL-’UMMAL in Arabic 
15 Jun 93 p § 


[Interview with Lieutenant General ’Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, 
president of Yemen, by chief editor Muhammad Qasim 
Nu’man; place and date not given: “Frank Dialogue 
Between President and SAWT AL-"UMMAL] 


[Text] 
A Word That Must Be Said 


As a newspaper and because of press relations, we have 
had direct contact with Lieutenant General President 
’Ali "Abdallah Salih for quite some time. 


The first and only interview the paper has previously 
conducted with the brother president was in 1988. The 
editorial staff decided that colleague "Umar Bawazir, the 
editorial secretary [word as published], should conduct 
that interview. 


That interview was the first conducted by a southern 
newspaper with the brother president. At the time, 
SAWT AL-’UMMAL burned the last barrier and restric- 
tion imposed by the painful circumstances of that parti- 
tion-based reality. 


Yes, that press interview burned the last psychological 
barrier imposed on the Yemeni press and media, in 
particular, and on the Yemeni people's relations with 
each other, generally. 


At the time, the interview crowned new democratic press 
traditions and unity-oriented efforts which SAWT AL- 
"UMMAL had worked to strengthen and cement, espe- 
cially as of 1987. The paper had had the honor, and will 
continue to have the honor, God willing, of that effort. 


For its effort, the paper suffered hardships and accusa- 
tions which mounted to threats and promises of injury 
by some shortsighted people with little culture. 


Yemen’s unity came to elevate the press’ and the peo- 
ple’s right to democratic practices to the level of legiti- 
mate rights. This is how agreement was developed 
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between leaders of the two parts of Yemen at the time, 
and this is what we understood the accord to mean. 


Based on this understanding, our aspiration was that 
SAWT AL-’UMMAL would embody this concept at a 
broader level and would actually turn into an oasis of 
democracy and of diverse opinions. We aspired to the 
goal of turning SAWT AL-"UMMAL into a school that 
teaches democracy to all the people, both leadership and 
base. We have accomplished this, even though we 
acknowledge that our experience has been interspersed 
with mistakes. The most prominent figure to encourage 
us to carry on with this difficult task was brother 
President °Ali "Abdallah Salih. In his interview with 
colleague "Umar Bawazir, the president offered his 
encouragement and praised SAWT AL-"UMMAL for its 
continued effort to bolster and entrench democracy and 
to overcome difficulties, regardless of their nature. Some 
even thought SAWT AL--UMMAL would be awarded 
the Unity Medal out of appreciation for its role. But— 
and O how painful is this “but,” when it forces itself on 
a phrase or a conversation—those harmed by democracy 
and by the criticism voiced by the paper and those who 
feared that this democracy would gain strength and 
flourish and that this newborn would grow and threaten 
their comfort and their interests, became involved before 
four months had lapsed following that interview. 


Those people did their deed. What is most painful to us 
in SAWT AL-"UMMAL is that the deed went as far as 
transmitting faulty information and distorting SAWT 
AL-"UMMAL’s democratic experience. Despite that 
deed, brother President ’Ali Salih *Abdallah did not 
allow himself to be drawn into joining those people. 
However, they did succeed in severing our contact with 
the president for fear that we would expose the falsehood 
of what they had alleged and said about SAWT AL- 
"UMMAL in their campaigns. 


Despite all difficulties, SAWT AL-"UMMAL has carried 
on, with a mistake here and something right there. What 
is most important is that the paper has continued to be 
the people’s conscience and to reflect their concerns and 
hardship; to bolster democracy; to defend Yemen’s 
unity; and to make its criticism openly and without 
flattery, not even to those whom it has loved. It has 
shown its love for such people by giving purposeful 
criticism that seeks to correct mistakes and crookedness 
so that their beloved image in the hearts of others would 
forever remain a lofty and unsoiled part of the unity and 
democracy mural. 


Yes, others must acknowledge, as the brother president 
has stressed in his interview with SAWT AL-’UMMAL, 
that the paper’s experience is rich. It is true that there 
have been mistakes, and we own up to them. But at the 
same time, one has to be fair and admit that SAWT 
AL-°UMMAL was the first to drive a nail into the coffin 
of fear of the right to pluralism and to a democratic press 
and the fear of practical steps to reunite the country. 
Consequently, SAWT AL-"UMMAL established tradi- 
tions for new journalistic action. Regardless of what 
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observations and what criticism others have, SAWT 
AL-’UMMAL’s experience is a distinguished journalistic 
experience that lays firm foundations for Yemen's new 
democratic experience. The paper’s experience harbors 
numerous positives in its folds, and history will undoubt- 
edly record these positives. 


Three years of democracy lessons have passed, and we 
appreciate this experience that is rich with its lessons. 
Colleague ’Abduh Bawraji, the brother president's press 
secretary, called to say on the phone, “Brother Muham- 
mad, the brother president wishes to meet you.” 


Though indisposed, I decided that it was a good and 
timely opportunity for direct communication with 
brother President "Ali "Abdallah Salih, without mid- 
dlemen conveying whatever they wish to convey; with- 
holding whatever they wish to withhold; and distorting 
whatever they wish to distort. 


As I have learned, the meeting with the brother president 
sought to underline the role of the Yemeni press in 
bolstering democracy and in continuing constructive 
criticism of society’s mistakes and negatives while we are 
on the path to developing the modern state of Yemen. 


My conversation and dialogue with the brother presi- 
dent, which lasted three hours over two days, was very 
important to me. Suffice it to say that I found it an 
opportunity to clarify to him some ambiguities and some 
distortions. At the same time, I learned from him about 
a lot that to us was vague and distorted. His instructions 
were very important and his extreme frankness encour- 
aged me to request that this dialogue on the country’s 
issues continue so that people will be familiarized with 
these issues through SAWT AL-’UMMAL. The presi- 
dent agreed, thankfully. Here is a transcription of the 
interview tapes as recorded: 


[Nu’man] Brother President, what are the most significant 
lessons you have learned from the transitional period? 


[Salih] We have emerged with numerous lessons from 
the transitional period, and they are beneficial to those 
who want to learn from them. Those who don’t want to 
benefit, will not. 


The truth is that the transitional period has been coupled 
with numerous negatives as a result of the merger of two 
Yemens and two sectorial [shatriyayn] systems into a single 
one and a single system. When signing the unity treaty 
documents, we in the leadership expected that some nega- 
tives would develop, but not in the manner or by the degree 
in which they have developed in the transitional period. The 
sharing process has resulted in negative ramifications, most 
significantly dependence and the fact that each party has 
held the other responsible for things, even though all have 
been participants in fundamental government agencies. But 
some have shirked their responsibilities. 


Numerous other negatives have also surfaced, whether in 
the economic, administrative, or security spheres. Fiscal 
and administrative chaos have developed and fiscal and 
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administrative corruption have proliferated. The transi- 
tional period has turned into something most akin to a 
retaliatory period. Some people have avenged them- 
selves on and abused public property. Laxness has devel- 
oped in numerous government agencies and authorities. 
This is regrettable, but it will not continue. All this must 
be brought to an end. The leadership and the govern- 
ment will shoulder their national responsibility and 
correct all flaws and conditions. We will undoubtedly 
learn from these lessons. However, this doesn’t mean 
applying the phrase “let bygones be bygones” in this 
regard. Those who have tampered with and abused 
public money must be brought to account and tasked, 
whoever they may be, and no matter when. 


{[Nu’man] Why hasn’t the government coalition existing 
between the three main parties been expanded to include 
the other parties? Can this aspect be accommodated 
when the appointment of deputy ministers, undersecre- 
taries, and governors is considered? 


[Salih] The government coalition includes the PGC [Peo- 
ple’s General Congress], the YSP [Yemeni Socialist Party], 
and the YGR [Yemeni Grouping for Reform] because they 
have won the majority of seats in the Chamber of Deputies. 
However, appointments to high positions in government 
agencies and ministries hasn’t been confined to the three 
main parties but has included figures from the Socialist 
Arab Ba’th Party and from among independents. Even 
though it is the tradition that the majority party is the party 
that forms the cabinet, we in Yemen have been careful, out 
of our concern for the national interest and regardless of the 
election results, to include the main parties in this govern- 
ment coalition and in national decision-drafting and deci- 
sion-making. The coalition government has been formed by 
the main parties that won the elections by large margins, 
namely the PGC, the YSP, and the YGR. But this doesn’t 
mean that the others will not be included in the various 
government agencies, whether at the level of deputy min- 
isters or undersecretaries. The civil service law spells out 
the rules for selecting the right man for the right job 
according to qualification, ability, and loyalty to the 
country and regardless of political and party affiliation. 
When a party or several parties win a parliamentary 
majority, this win doesn’t mean that others should be 
denied participation in shouldering the responsibility of 
developing the country. 


Cabinet portfolios and main positions are the only 
positions subject to change when general parliamentary 
elections are held and when a certain party gains a 
majority in the elections. Other positions are subject to 
the civil service law, regardless of the party to which 
those who hold them belong. 


[Nu’man] Even though you have stressed the importance 
of strengthening women’s roles and participation in 
developing life, which is also emphasized in the govern- 
ment program, we are not aware of any practical steps or 
stances that manifest this assertion, especially in the 
government structure. Could this assertion be accommo- 
dated at a future time? 
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[Salih] It is certain that Yemeni women have an influential 
role in the march to develop the country. We had hoped 
that women in our country would score a greater victory in 
the elections. In the 27 April 1993 election, women won 
two seats. We had hoped that they would gain more seats. 
Women are an influential partner in political life in its 
entirety and they exercise the citizenship rights underlined 
by the Constitution. Today, women are participating in the 
state’s various services and institutions. The near future 
will witness greater participation by Yemeni women in a 
manner that enables them to perform their role in serving 
the country. 


[Nu’man] In your opinion, is there a possibility that the 
sphere of participation will be expanded for Yemeni 
women so they will be able to hold high government 
positions? 


[Salih] Why not? It is possible for women to hold more 
than one position. We considered including women and 
giving them a cabinet portfolio in the current govern- 
ment. But the conditions under which discussions were 
held on forming the current coalition government in its 
capacity as the first experience encountered by the 
country after the restoration of its unity—these condi- 
tions have delayed implementation of the idea. But the 
principle is there and the possibility exists at any time. 
Yemeni women have proved that they are worthy of 
shouldering responsibilities entrusted to them, and 
Yemen’s history contains numerous proofs of this fact. 


{[Nu’man] Those who have perpetrated political assassi- 
nations and crimes in recent years have not been found 
to date and the citizens haven’t even been told about 
what has been done in this regard. This failure has 
created a climate of instability. What is your opinion? 


[Salih] A number of people accused of assassinations 
have been arrested. They are being held by the public 
prosecutor, which is in the process of completing some 
legal procedures to refer them to the courts. You can go 
to the public prosecutor and interview him about the 
outcome of the interrogations of the suspects and what 
point the public prosecutor has reached in the proce- 
dures for referring them to the courts. 


[Nu’man] What are the most significant observations 
with which you have emerged from your recent field 
trips to a number of governorates? 


[Salih] I visited nearly eight governorates and 10 districts 
after the parliamentary elections in order to check the 
citizens’ conditions in these governorates and to express 
thanks and appreciation to our Yemeni citizens for their 
interaction with and exercise of true democracy. We also 
sought to express thanks and appreciation to the citizens 
for the civilized awareness and behavior they displayed 
during the elections, even though the enemies of unity and 
democracy had planned on foiling those elections and on 
inciting sedition in society. But praise be to God and 
thanks to our people’s awareness, those bettors lost their 
wager and our people have waged a successful democratic 
experience, according to the testimony of numerous fair 
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people. My plan was to visit all of the republic’s governor- 
ates, but I had to return to the capital because of certain 
engagements, including the need to hold Presidential 
Council meetings so the council could familiarize itself 
with the political statement submitted by the Cabinet to 
the Chamber of Deputies. In accordance with the Consti- 
tution, it is the Presidential Council’s responsibility to take 
part with the Cabinet in drafting the policy to which the 
government adheres before the legislative authority. I also 
had to return because of certain issues that had to be 
pursued from the capital. 


[Nu’man] Why didn’t your visit include Aden Gover- 
norate and the southern and eastern governorates? Did 
this have anything to do with the parliamentary election 
results? 


[Salih] To begin with, the visit to these and other 
governorates of the republic wasn’t the first of its kind 
and will not be the last, of course. We follow up con- 
stantly on conditions in all governorates. As I have 
already pointed out, the itinerary included all governor- 
ates, and this itinerary to visit all the governorates I 
haven’t visited still exists. 


As for the other part of the question, the election results 
were good. Those who have profited are the Yemeni 
people, regardless of the party or parties that won seats. 
We are very satisfied with the election results. We had 
wished that the inverse would happen, namely that the 
YSP would win a majority of the northern districts and 
that the PGC or the YGR would gain a majority of the 
southern and eastern districts, because of the signifi- 
cance such wins would have provided in connection with 
national unity and with overcoming the partitionist 
legacy. But the partitionist legacy will continue to 
impose itself and will have its impact on the present and 
for a time to come. However, this legacy will not last long 
and it will inevitably disappear. We are confident that all 
the phenomena that call for concern will disappear in the 
future and that each political party or organization will 
gain the place it deserves in every governorate and 
throughout Yemen under the canopy of the pluralistic 
democratic system in which we believe. 


[Nu’man] On the topic of the political statement, the 
Constitution states that the Cabinet must submit a pro- 
gram, but it also states that what the Cabinet has presented 
is more of a political statement than it is a program. 


[Salih] The Cabinet is required to submit an executive 
program for the contents of its political statement, and I 
believe it will do so. 


[Nu’man] Brother President, there is no doubt that you 
agree with us that there are mistakes, negatives, and 
corruption in the various state agencies. How, in your 
opinion, can this corruption be confronted and the 
mistakes corrected? How can we move toward compre- 
hensive reform in the country and how can this reform 
be coupled with accomplishment of the major national 
and developmental tasks that you are leading, especially 
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since the united Yemen has made significant strides on 
the path of its modernization and development? 


[Salih] Our hope is that the new coalition government 
will shoulder its responsibility and correct all the flaws, 
all kinds of fiscal and administrative laxness, and wide- 
spread corruption; will task the people perpetrating such 
things in accordance with the Constitution and the law; 
and will work to embody the principle of the right man in 
the right place and of change for the better. 


[Nu’man] What is your opinion of the press’ role in 
continued criticism of the mistakes and corruption? 
How can the political leadership interact with these 
[press] positions in order to end all that is corrupt, to 
correct all that is wrong, and to reinforce all that is good? 


[Salih] We trust that the national press, be it govern- 
ment, party, or private, and all the media will be tanta- 
mount to national podiums, and that the press’ pens will 
be honest pens that rely on facts and data in what they 
write for the public opinion. We trust that the press will 
perform its role in criticism—constructive and objective 
criticism that seeks to reform and not to destroy. When 
the press is objective and honest and when its informa- 
tion is correct, it gains the reader’s respect and it 
develops its credibility among readers. But if some 
papers are driven toward instigating and misleading 
people; if they fall under the influence of some narrow 
partisan caprices; if they allow certain parties to force 
them to engage in biased criticism and to make accusa- 
tions against others when these papers themselves 
deserve the criticism in the first place because they are 
drowned in the mud of financial and administrative 
corruption—if some papers do this, then democracy and 
free opinion will be harmed and the role of the patriotic 
press will be undermined. 


We hope that the national press will be tantamount to 
free and honest lecterns ard that it will criticize mistakes 
and corruption wherever it may be and in whichever 
agency, party, or political organization it exists. We hope 
that it will engage in responsible criticism on a compre- 
hensive and non-selective basis so that crookedness can 
be corrected. We hope that the press will embody the 
national spirit in the performance of its message; that it 
will avoid instigation and hostility; and will not under- 
mine national unity. 


[Nu’man] Beg your pardon, Brother President, but it is 
said that corrupt people and those who make mistakes 
and who are criticized are promoted. 


[Salih] Regardless of how hard any circle or party tries to 
favor or conceal a corrupt person, such a person will 
continue to be corrupt in the people’s eyes. His crimes 
cannot be hidden and he will inevitably get his punish- 
ment, sooner or later. 


[Nu’man] What is your assessment of the Kuwaiti par- 
liamentary and press campaign against the government 
of the Republic of Yemen? 
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[Salih] In the wake of the successful elections and of 
formation of the new government, we in Yemen have 
renewed the call for turning over a new leaf in relations 
with the brothers, especially in the Peninsula and the 
Gulf, in order to overcome the consequences of the Gulf 
crisis. The press interview [I had] with a Kuwaiti paper 
and the statement made by the foreign minister were 
intended to clarify Yemen’s position and viewpoint on 
the Gulf crisis. This was a principled position which 
emanated from our eagerness to avoid war and to solve 
the problem within an Arab framework. 


We have again tried to make this clear to the Kuwaiti 
and Gulf society and to the Arab public in general. Some 
Kuwaiti papers have taken a positive stance, whereas 
others have taken a negative stance. We in Yemen have 
not been drawn and will not be drawn into revilement in 
the press because it doesn’t serve Arab solidarity or the 
efforts to heal inter-Arab relations. It isn’t in Yemen’s 
character to revile, to employ abuse, or to interfere in 
any country’s domestic affairs. At the same time, we 
reject intervention into our domestic affairs, whether 
directly, indirectly, or at any level. 


[Nu’man] Brother President, you have already solved 
problems that are more complex than the issue of Sultan 
al-Sami’i and Mansur Rajih. However, these two issues 
haven’t been settled to date. 


[Salih] The issue of Sultan al-Sami’i, a former member of 
the Chamber of Deputies, is a criminal issue that has 
assumed political dimensions it shouldn’t have assumed. It 
is a criminal case involving a Chamber of Deputies member 
and some policemen. Two policemen were killed and one 
was wounded in the incident. Sultan al-Sami’i should have 
turned himself over to the prosecutor, who would have 
taken the required steps in accordance with the law. He 
would have been either indicted and turned to the courts or 
found not guilty and released. But his flight from justice has 
made the problem more complex. If he would turn himself 
over to the authorities, one could search for a solution to 
the problem that satisfies all parties concerned. Of course, 
this isn’t the first and it will not be the last criminal case in 
Yemen. 


[Nu’man] But, Mr. President, it is said that al-Sami’i’ 
didn’t flee but rather adhered to the law and the Consti- 
tution, which grant him parliamentary immunity and 
permit him not to hand himself over until his parliamen- 
tary immunity is withdrawn. 


[Salih] Parliamentary immunity is lifted automatically 
in a case that involves a crime. Sultan al-Sami’i should 
have handed himself over to the judiciary authorities at 
the time. These are the authorities that are empowered to 
either convict or acquit him. 


Moreover, now that the election is over and his parlia- 
mentary immunity has lapsed, al-Sami’i should hand 
himself over. There is a warrant for his arrest. We believe 
that if al-Sami’i hands himself over, the issue can be 
tackled and the problem solved. On our part, we are 
prepared to exert utmost efforts to solve this problem. 
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{[Nu’man] What about Mansur Rajih? 


[Salih] A court decision has been made in the case of 
Mansur Rajih, and nobody is entitled to interfere in the 
affairs of the judiciary. However, we are trying to find a 
solution that satisfies everybody. 


[Nu’man] Naji al-Shayif has announced his withdrawal 
from the PGC’s general committee. What is your assess- 
ment of the PGC’s performance, and what is your future 
vision of the PGC? 


[Salih] Shaykh Naji al-Shayif has been and continues to 
be a member of the PGC’s general committee. A political 
party or organization member may get emotional at one 
time or another and rush to announce his resignation. 
But difference and divergence of opinion among mem- 
bers is a normal thing. In wake of the election results, the 
PGC is assessing its march in order to correct all the 
flaws that accompanied its election campaign. Even 
though the PGC has won a majority, it has lost in nearly 
47 districts where it shouldn’t have lost. This is because 
a number of PGC members who ran as independents 
took away from the votes of the PGC candidates in those 
districts, keeping in mind that more than 600,000 voters 
voted for independents. Most of those were PGC votes. 
This is due to the lack of discipline and organizational 
precision. However, we are in the process of reviewing 
all these aspects, assessing all the negatives, and reexam- 
ining the PGC’s organizational structure in the light of 
all these developments. Our purpose is to strengthen the 
PGC’s organizational structure and to inject the party 
with capable leaders who can undertake their responsi- 
bility within the PGC’s framework. 


[Nu’man] What are the most significant features of the 
preparations for the fifth General Congress? 


[Salih] A comprehensive review, correction of the flaws, 
and reexamination of the PGC’s structure. 


[Nu’man] Brother president, there are constant com- 
plaints that failure to apply the pension law has major 
and influential ramifications on numerous tasks 
involving reorganization of the administrative and fiscal 
conditions. 


[Salih] We have directed the government to apply the 
pension law and to retire those who must be retired in 
accordance with the law and to give them all their dues 
so as to provide the opportunity to the youth and to 
inject new blood into the state’s administrative appa- 
ratus. We have also directed the government to provide 
care for all those who have served the country. 


[Nu’man]} What is your opinion of the proposal that you 
and brother ’Ali Salim al-Bid should withdraw from your 
two parties, considering that you are the symbols of unity 
and of the united state and the two officials in charge of 
all of Yemen? 


[Salih] It is surprising that such a question would issue 
from a journalist and an intellectual like you. Under the 
umbrella of party and political pluralism, any party that 
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wins the majority is entitled to select the leadership that 
represents it in the state agencies. This isn’t incompatible 
with this leadership’s responsibility for the entire 
country. When this leadership becomes the state leader- 
ship, it is no longer responsible for just its party but for 
all of Yemen and for all Yemeni citizens, both those who 
belong to parties and those who don’t. This shouldn’t 
preclude the leadership from maintaining its member- 
ship in its parties. This is something that happens in 
numerous countries which embrace a democratic system 
based on party and political pluralism. Yemen is not 
being innovative in this regard and it isn’t isolated from 
the world in this respect. Any party official entrusted 
with a state responsibility, be it that of president, pre- 
mier, minister, or of any other position, becomes a 
symbol, an official responsible for the entire country, 
and a figure that belongs to the people in their entirety. 
He is no longer responsible for his party solely. 


[Nu’man] But we in Yemen have offered a new experi- 
ment. We haven't dealt with, emulated, or devised from 
the experiments of others, as evidenced by the fact that 
the PGC is the majority party and yet, the prime 
minister is from the YSP. This proposal is made within 
the context of the new experiment. 


[Salih] This question is permissible within the context of 
the experiment. But on the other hand, it isn’t at all 
incompatible with partisan usage or with party and 
political pluralism to have a non-partisan president, vice 
president, prime minister, or any other non-partisan 
leader. For example, I, in my capacity as chairman of the 
Presidential Council and as the PGC secretary general, 
am not responsible for or fanatic about the PGC. But I 
am fanatic about Yemen and responsible for all the 
Yemeni people. The president is a symbol of all of 
Yemen, regardless of what party he belongs to. 


[Nu’man] How can one link strengthening democracy 
and pluralism with the presence of a political security 
agency? 


[Salih] The past task which the Central Political Security 
Agency performed under the umbrella of partition, 
namely the task of pursuing party members, has ended. 
Its current task is [to safeguard] the country’s national 
security; to fight espionage, loyalty to outside forces, and 
all forms of intervention in Yemen’s domestic affairs; to 
protect the national economy and national sovereignty; 
and [to prevent] all forms of sabotage against Yemen. 


[Nu’man] What is your vision of our armed forces’ tasks 
and role in the coming period, and what is your com- 
ment on the demand that these forces be restructured on 
a national basis? 


[Salih] In its priorities, the new government must 
include efforts to completely merge the remaining mili- 
tary establishments on national and scientific bases so as 
to ensure the strengthening of national unity and so the 
armed forces will not be provincial or sectorial 
[shatriyah] forces but a symbol of national unity. The 
government must also work to correct all imbalances and 
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[to eliminate] anarchy, courtesies, favoritism, misplaced 
promotions, and the illegal elevation to higher positions 
in the armed forces. The government must put the right 
man in the right place and must devote attention to 
quality before quantity. 


[Nu’man] It is noticed that there is opposition to the 
constitutional amendments. What is your comment? 


[Salih] The constitutional amendments have been agreed 
upon by the PGC, the YSP, and the YGR and they are a 
part of the coalition government’s charter and of parlia- 
mentary coordination. They are also a part of the docu- 
ment on coordinating the PGC-YSP alliance and moving 
toward unity between the two parties. There is an 
ongoing debate on these amendments between the blocs 
of the three main parties in preparation for submitting 
them to the parliament. 


{[Nu’man] Your excellency the president, what is your 
assessment of the role performed and contributed by the 
General Federation of Labor Unions and the role which 
this federation can contribute to performing the devel- 
opmental tasks and to advancing the country? 


[Salih] We hope that the federation will rise to the level 
of the new responsibilities and will keep pace with the 
developments because it shoulders full responsibility in 
contributing to the development process. Work strikes 
solve no problem. Rather, they complicate problems 
further and lead to creating more difficulties in the face 
of the national economy. We constantly urge govern- 
ment agencies to fulfill workers’ rights and to care fully 
for workers. We also urge our country’s workers to take 
the country’s difficult economic conditions into consid- 
eration. There is a wager that Yemen will be made to 
capitulate because of the economy and frustration in the 
Yemenis’ hearts. Everybody must shoulder his responsi- 
bility in order to foil the wager made by the enemies of 
unity, democracy, and Yemen. 


[Nu’man] We beg your pardon, Mr. President, but 
worker strikes have been recurring for one reason or 
another (disbursement of salary checks without suffi- 
cient funds) . This affects production and work, of 
course. How can this situation be dealt with? 


[Salih] The government must fulfill the workers’ rights 
and workers must fulfill their duties and obligations to 
the government and must take part in shouldering the 
responsibility. If failure occurs at times, then it must be 
tackled without the use of strikes. We don’t want workers 
to be drawn, whether out of goodwill or out of political 
motives, into creating confusion in the country. 


[Nu’man] What about the tardy disbursement of salaries. 
Is there a solution to this phenomenon? 


[Salih] It is regrettable that last December’s riots had a 
negative impact on depositors’ trust in their banks. Thus, 
many citizens kept their money at home and this 
affected the liquidity in circulation. Consequently, banks 
were unable to meet their obligations to people, 











” NEAR EAST 


including the payment of salaries on time. But now trust 
is reviving and many people have again deposited their 
money in banks. God willing, this problem will be solved 
and will not recur. 


[Nu’man] In the past three years, the Yemeni press has 
been one of the most outstanding resources for imple- 
menting the democracy and pluralism experiment. What 
is your assessment of this press? 


[Salih] This question was answered at the outset. How- 
ever, the press has had its positives and its negatives in 
the transitional period. We believe that the press has an 
important role and a noble message of service to society, 
and we believe that it should perform them. We hope 
that the national press, whether official, party, or private 
press, will conduct itself in a sound and appropriate 
manner that corrects all mistakes. We hope it will engage 
in constructive self-criticism that builds and doesn’t 
destroy. We also hope that the pens in the party, official, 
and private press will adopt the people’s issues, will act 
as the people’s mirror, will exercise the role of popular 
watchdog, and will expose all faulty practices in what- 


ever agency they may happen to be. 


[Nu’man] What is your opinion of the presence of army 
camps within cities? What are the reasons behind the 
retreat of the brother chief of staff? How can the armed 
forces’ tasks be transformed into the tasks of assisting in 
development? 


[Salih] To begin, our country isn’t in a state of war that 
requires that all military units be deployed on the 
borders. We are a peaceful country and we don’t need to 
provoke anybody. It is normal to have some camps along 
the borders and some near cities for protection. Whether 
military camps depart from cities or not, there is no 
cause for concern or fear of their presence under the 
umbrella of democracy, pluralism, and the peaceful 
transference of power. There is no longer a place for 
military coups or for government-by-tanks in our 
country. Government belongs to the people, and power 
will be attained through polling boxes solely. 


The armed forces are a part of the people and they belong 
to the people in their entirety. These forces are a power 
in the people’s hand, not in the hand of a person, a party, 
or a political organization. We must entrench in people’s 
hearts the principle that the armed forces belong to the 
people in their entirety. As for their role in the develop- 
ment process, the task to be undertaken by the armed 
forces in the coming phase will be the task of contrib- 
uting to the development process effectively. Some units 
are currently engaged in setting up and developing farms 
to achieve self-sufficiency in the fruits and vegetables 
they need. We hope to see this experiment extended to 
all military units. 
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[Nu’man] Can guarantees be given to ensure that armed 
forces’ members will not interfere in issues connected 
with the civil authority or in the citizens’ issues? 


[Salih] The local government apparatus, the public pros- 
ecution agency, and the judiciary must be boosted. We 
don’t believe that the armed forces interfere in govern- 
ment issues. Rather, they help when they are asked to 
help by local government agencies or security agencies. 
They offer support and backing to solve any issue or to 
apprehend criminals. Such a thing did happen during the 
election when the security forces enlisted the armed 
forces’ assistance. There is no doubt that there is a 
tendency to boost the local government apparatus and to 
bolster and strengthen the security agency so as to 
embody the goals of building the modern state of 
Yemen—the state of law and order. 


[Nu’man] What is your assessment of SAWT AL-"-UMMAL? 


[Salih] I kept up with SAWT AL-"UMMAL prior to 22 May 
1990. Even then, it was a strong national platform under 
the canopy of a totalitarian system and the control of a 
single ruling party. I admired the role the paper played and 
the message it performed, even through a period of nearly 
four months after unity was established. But after that 
period, the paper’s course changed and it fell under dif- 
ferent influences. We hope that the paper will evaluate its 
march during this period objectively and that it will poll the 
party, popular, and official public opinion on its march and 
its content so that it will benefit from what is good and will 
avoid mistakes it made previously. We hope that it will 
actually reflect the voice of the workers, all workers, and 
that it will not represent the viewpoint of a certain political 
tendency. Parties and political organizations are supposed 
to express their visions and their positions clearly in their 
own papers. Even though SAWT AL--UMMAL’s manage- 
rial team belongs to one political party, it is my hope that 
this paper will belong to all parties and political organiza- 


- tions and that it will speak in the name of all workers. We 


are confident that the paper will evaluate and criticize itself 
as it evaluates and criticizes others, because, like other 
papers, it has its negatives and its positives. The Yemeni 
press, be it SAWT AL-’UMMAL or other papers, must 
work with a patriotic spirit and with a broad national 
perspective in order to develop and reinforce national 
unity; to achieve rapprochement and understanding among 
people; and to highlight Yemen’s positives at the foreign 
level. The press must be fair and logical and it must exert 
efforts to reinforce and highlight the positive and to discuss 
and criticize the negative with the purpose of overcoming 
and correcting it. Not everything in the country is negative 
and not everything is positive, of course. This is the »ature 
of life. Honorable pens must be fair and objective and they 
must seek to accomplish the country’s interest. 


[Nu’man] Thank you, your excellency, for this interview 
and for your critical observations on the paper. These 
observations will undoubtedly be beneficial to our 
activity and our performance of our future tasks. 
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Views of Gulf Circles on Militarization 


93LA0091A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
12 Jun 93 p 2 


[Article by Hasan al-Binyaan: “Gulf Circles Observe 
Tehran’s Choices”’] 


[Text] Riyahd—Diplomatic sources confirmed that the 
states of the Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC] view with 
apprehension the Iranian Armaments Program and 
Iran’s excessive interest in non-traditional weapons. 
Likewise, the information about Iran’s sponsorship and 
practice of terrorism is increasing. The sources point out 
that, in spite of the Iranian foreign minister’s Gulf tour 
recently, Iranian policies do not appear certain even 
now, especially on the issue of the three occupied islands 
of the Emirates. It appears clear that the states of the 
GCC, whose foreign ministers met this week in Riyadh, 
are of the opinion that the improvement and evolution 
of relations between Iran and the Council states will not 
be realized without considering fundamentals and pre- 
mises that the Council states are pressuring to have 
accepted. They pointed out that these fundamentals are 
based on several principles: “Iranian non-intervention in 
the internal affairs of the Council states and respect for 
the sovereignty, independence, and peaceful coexistence 
stemming from the religious ties and legacy that bind the 
Council states. With regard to the subject of the islands, 
the sources themselves said that the Gulf Cooperation 
states confirm the sovereignty of the United Arab Emir- 
ates on the islands of Tunb, Nabi Tunb and Abu Musa, 
and consider them an indivisible part of the United Arab 
Emirates. They reject as well the Iranian position 
towards the island of Abu Musa and the measures that 
Iran has taken and all their consequences. They consider 
them to be a step that threatens the security and stability 
of the region and increases the tension in it. The Gulf 
situation rests on the support of the measures that the 
United Arab Emirates are taking to regain their sover- 
eignty over the islands. These measures are based on the 
principle of collective security for the Council states, 
moving towards the international level, and examining 
the possibility of resorting to the Security Council to 
reinvestigate the matter. A spokesman for the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry announced that his country rejects the 
position of the ministerial meeting of the GCC states on 
the three islands. Murtada Sarmidi, the spokesman for 
the ministry in Tehran said that Iran rejects ’any claims 
that challenge our complete sovereignty over those 
islands.“* But he also mentioned that his government was 
ready to hold bilateral talks with the states of the United 
Arab Emirates to study the practical issues relating to the 
circumstances of the citizens of the Emirates who live in 
a section of the island of Abu Musa. The Iranian Parlia- 
ment previously issued a law confirming the total sover- 
eignty of Iran over the three islands, which prevents the 
government from negotiating with any foreign state 
concerning the legal situation of the island. Observers in 
London pointed out that this Iranian position, which 
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was announced officially was preceded by Iran’s 
affirming it on more than one occasion. For on 7 April 
1993, the vice president of the Iranian parliament, 
Hasan Ruhani, criticized the statement of the Coopera- 
tion Council concerning the three islands and said that 
"it is up to the Arab states in the Gulf to think about 
their long-term interests and avoid whatever conflicts 
with the security of the region.“ And on that same day, 
the Iranian newspapers quoted the spokesman for the 
Iranian foreign ministry as saying "the statement of the 
GCC concerning the three Iranian islands in the Gulf 
includes unfounded claims.“ The observers referred to 
the fact that on 20 April, the Iranian advisory council 
adopted a law defining the Iranian regional waters as 12 
nautical miles. An Iranian parliamentary source indi- 
cated that "the national sovereignty operates according 
to this law concerning the islands that belong to Iran in 
the Gulf inside its regional waters or outside of them,“ 
but the law does not refer to those islands by name. And 
the law states that Iran has "the right to continued 
resistance and investigation of anyone who violates the 
present law.“ According to the sources who spoke to 
AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, the ministers stated clearly 
their fear of the Iranian armaments program, and like- 
wise of Iran’s excessive interest in nontraditional 
weapons and its development of local manufacturing 
capabilities for medium and long-range missiles. 
According to observers in London, who are specialists in 
this area, and according to the NEW YORK TIMES of 8 
April 1993, which quoted American officials, Iran is on 
the verge of obtaining medium-range missiles from 
North Korea that are capable of carrying chemical war- 
heads and whose range extends to 990 kilometers. A 
report was published in mid-May 1993 by the Russian 
foreign intelligence organization entitled "The Spread of 
Weapons of Total Destruction“ that referred to Iran’s 
undertaking the production and storage of at least two 
types of chemical weapons. The report confirms that 
Iran “has already begun supplying facilities for the 
production of mustard gas and nerve gas.“ The report 
also said that "a factory for the production of fertilizer 
capable of being used to produce poisonous materials 
that paralyze the nerves and cause burns is now in 
operation in an area close to the capital.“ As Iran 
authorized "a priority program for research and devel- 
opment procedures and purchase of materials related to 
biological weapons,“ it is thus not possible to "regard as 
unlikely that Iran was developing limited quantities of 
biological elements.“ This report corroborates the testi- 
mony of the director of the Central Intelligence Agency 
before the U.S. Congress last February. The observers 
pointed out that on 13 April, the Iranian Parliament 
ratified two treaties of civil nuclear cooperation with the 
PRC and Russia. And Iran and China signed an agree- 
ment on 13 February 1993 according to which China is 
building two nuclear reactors for the generation of 
energy in Iran at a capacity of 300 megawatts. Iran is 
making efforts to buy two other reactors from Russia in 
addition to establishing a nuclear reactor in Bushehr. 
The British newspaper THE OBSERVER spoke also on 

















also mentions that Iran bought 50 Russian MiG-29 
fighter planes as well as some others, more than 200 
"T-72" tanks, and the ”S-300% Russian air defense 
system, which the Russians describe as better than the 
Iran’s support of it, diplomatic circles said that the 
foreign ministers of the ion Council also stated 
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Clearly their fear of this Iranian situation, which has 
confirmed by more than one incident. The annual report 
of the U.S. State Department considers Iran to be the 
most active country in aiding terrorism, and charged 


General Secretariat of the Cooperation Council last 
April, expressed his anxiety about the Iranian attempts 
at interference in the internal affairs of some African 
countries, like Tanzania and Kenya, by exploiting the 
religious factor. He said that they in Africa realize the 
seriousness of the matter. 


ee 
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[Text] The fourth term’s midterm elections of the 

Islamic Consultative Assembly in the district of Aligu- 

darz and Natanz will not be held on 1! June of current 

ec 2 coe ae Sr een nee woe wD 
ture. 


Hassan Ganji, director of the Headquarters for the 
Supervision of State Elections stated: Since the invita- 
tions of the governors of the two electoral districts of 
Aligudarz and Natanz, which were extended to 30 elders 
who were considered to select the executive boards, had 
not been confirmed by the Supervisory Boards of the two 
electoral districts, therefore according to Principle 99 of 
the Constitution and Article 34 and the Addendum 2 of 
Article 33 of the Electoral Laws of the Islamic Consul- 
tative Assembly and the Article 3 of the Laws of the 
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Council of Guardians Supervision, which considers 
supervision of this council over the process of election as 
ae Gree, Se pecan Se Sep = 

not legally acceptable. As a consequence, after informing 
the Ministry of Interior about the factual situation, the 
elections were postponed accordingly. 


Simultaneous with the presidential elections, the mid- 

term elections of the Islamic Consultative Assembly will 

Sa © aoe ean 
istricts. 


Election Debates on Privatization, Video, 
Marriage 


93LA0081A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
10 Jun 93 p 9 


[Commentary by Bijan Turabi, Iranian writer and jour- 
nalist: “Concerns and Problems of Iranian Youth 
Among the Burning Issues in Election Campaign”) 
[Text] Observers of the campaign for the presidential 
elections in Iran, to be held tomorrow, have noticed that 
they concentrated on three major topics: marriage, vid- 
eocassettes, and “privatization,” or a move to the pri- 
vate sector. 

President Hashemi-Rafsanjani was the first to cast light 
on these three topics during his campaign tour through 
Iran’s Gulf ports last month. The three other “autho- 
rized candidates” who will go up against the Iranian 
president in the elections were quick to take up the same 
issues. Abdollah Jasbi, for example, who is one of the 
four candidates, warns against what he describes as “an 
impending explosion of the sexual repression of Iranian 
youth.” In order to facilitate marriage, the Iranian gov- 
ernment lowered the marriageable age to nine years for 
girls and 15 for boys, although economic problems make 
marriage impossible for most of Iran’s young men; 
poverty forces some to remain single for good. 


Videocassettes were also a campaign issue. Because of 
the fact that government television stations broadcast 
mostly political propaganda, most Iranians are accus- 
tomed to watching Western videocassettes at home, 
instead of watching Iranian television. For five years the 
government has been trying everything to contain this 
phenomenon, including nighttime attacks on the homes 
of Iranians suspected of possessing forbidden videocas- 
settes. To date, tens of thousands of Iranians have been 
fined and hundreds of others arrested for possessing or 
trafficking in forbidden videocassettes. During the elec- 
tion campaign, however, President Rafsanjani ordered a 
halt to the searches, and proposed, instead, that video 
clubs be opened associated with (!) and located in (!!) 
mosques. His proposal, however, angered former Labor 
Minister Ahmad Tavakkoli, who currently works in 
journalism as well as being one of the other “authorized 
candidates” in the current presidential elections. Tavak- 
koli accused the government of “retreating before the 
Western cultural invasion.” 
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Turning to “privatization,” one of its most prominent 
critics among the four authorized candidates is Rajab- 
’Ali Taheri, who previously served as deputy speaker of 
‘ Parliament, and who is closely tied to the hard-line 
Khomeinist factions. He has called for increased govern- 
ment intervention in steering economic affairs, instead 
of reducing the government’s economic role, “in order to 
secure a minimum standard of living” for the Iranian 
population of nearly 60 million. Taheri claims that 
“privatization” will only “make the rich richer and the 
poor poorer.” 

Jasbi and Tavakkoli have expressed their fears that 
“privatization” will lead to higher unemployment at a 
time when approximately 30 percent of Iran’s workforce 
is unemployed. 


Iranian expert Mehdi Ilahi has this to say about the 
topic: “People are tired of revolutionary sermons—the 
leaders themselves now understand the need to deal with 
the real issues that need to be solved.” Prominent 
Iranian political analyst Houman Manteqi points out 
that the election campaign has shown that “issues like 
relations with the United States and efforts to export the 
revolution no longer interest Iranian voters. Everyone 
knows that the real issue is helping people to support 
themselves.” 


“People” in Iran means chiefly children and young men 
and women; two-thirds of Iran’s population are under 
thirty, and half are under twenty. 


Every year, 18 million students graduate from secondary 
school and try to get into a university; no more than 
50,000 are actually accepted. In the cities, 70 percent of 
Iranians aged 16-25 are unemployed, and 80 percent of 
them live with their families, being financially unable to 
find any other housing. According to analysts, Iran will 
need at least 3.3 million new housing units to handle the 
present housing problem. 


Government Spends 1.25 Billion Dollars on 
Subsidies 


93LA01I25F Tehran ABRAR in Persian 12 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] In the current year $1.25 billion has been desig- 
nated for the purchase of six essential goods including: 
450,000 tons of rice, 2.5 million tons of wheat, 300,000 
tons of sugar, 550,000 tons of vegetable oil, 90,000 tons 
of meat, and 60,000 tons of cheeses. 

Vahaji, minister of Commerce while making the above 
statement also added: The amount of subsidy for these 
items is about 1.55 billion rials [Ris]. 


With regard to the import of rice he stated that in 
addition to the remarkable increase in the production of 
domestic rice, its import has also been declared free. 
Similarly, the rate of import of cheese, during current 
year by the Ministry of Commerce, in comparison with 
last year has increased by 40,000 tons. 
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In continuation of this con 
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In his conversation with IRNA’s correspondent, while 
pointing to the favorable benefits of a single rate of 
exchange throughout the economic system of the 


all the imports and raw materials needed for consump- 
tion of the aforestated units were secured at a free rate of 
exchange while only 15 percent of such units would 
import raw materials with a competitive rate of foreign 
exchange. 


He went on to add: The argument of a single rate of 
exchange is not a new one; and the production units 
normally make their decision way in advance to import 
the necessary raw materials, after which materials going 
through the cycle of production and becoming a product 
will be offered for sale on the market with a free rate of 
exchange. 


With regard to the calculation of customs tariffs with Ris 
70 rate of exchange, the minister of Commerce stated: 
There is a plan on the verge of enactment in this regard, 
which will be presented to the government shortly. 


He also said: Specialists from the Ministries of Economy, 
Industry, Heavy Industries, Mines and Metals, Agricul- 
ture and Construction Jihad, with the Commerce Min- 
istry working as an axis, have all nearly finalized the 
discussion and investigation for the enactment of the 
aforestated plan. 


The minister of Commerce added: In the aforemen- 
tioned plan along with the commercial profits and cus- 
toms duties, the argument regarding consumer protec- 
tion is also being discussed. In reality with the execution 
of this plan, commercial profit and customs duties will 
become a fulcrum by which both the grounds for pro- 
duction within the country is prepared while at the same 
time the interests of the consumer is also taken into 
consideration. 
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He further said: It is possible that the new plan might 
jeopardize the interests of a few industrial and produc- 
tion units. Furthermore, it is predictable that a portion 
of this new plan could be presented to the Majles for 


Central Bank Official on Steel Imports 
93LA0116C Tehran ABRAR in Persian 19 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] In the third quarter of the current year the volume 
of steel exports of the country will increase to about 
500,000 tons. Similarly, during the current year 4 mil- 
lion tons of steel will be produced in the country. 


According to IRNA, Dr. Sheybani, economic deputy 
director of the Central Bank of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran made the above statement at a meeting of the 
Administrative Council of the East Azarbaijan Province. 


While describing the benefits and positive effects of the 
new economic policies in the long run, he said: With the 
execution of vital and infrastructural projects the gov- 
ernment will be doing a great service, of which the results 
will be seen gradually and by the passage of time. 


He further stated: The share of government investment 
from the domestic gross products increased from 13.2 
percent in 1368 at M Mar 1989-20 Mar 1990] to 19 
percent in the current year. 


He further mentioned the execution of policies for 
encouraging nonoil exports, execution of other large 
projects such as construction of 23 large dams, revital- 
ization and expansion of the ports, reinforcement and 
improvement of the shipping fleet, and pointed out that 
these are some of the positive effects of the execution of 


The Economic Deputy Director of the Central Bank of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran further added: In executing 
the government’s policy for encouraging exports, during 
last year the volume of nonoil exports reached nearly $3 
billion and at the same time the growth of export of 
industrial goods hit the 60-percent mark as well. 


He went on to say that in the execution of government 
support policies for the vulnerable segment of investors, 
in the current year the government has allocated 24 
trillion rials of direct and indirect subsidies. 


Standards Institute To Supervise Quality of 
Imports 
93LA0116B Tehran ABRAR in Persian 19 Jun 93 p 1 


[Text] The responsibility for the control of quality and 
complete supervision of all imports and domestic prod- 
ucts, which need to meet compulsory standard qualifi- 
cations, have been assigned to the Standards Institute, 
and this institute through the use of new legal means and 
authorizations will deal with the violators decisively. 


While pointing to the newly sanctioned laws and regula- 
tions applicable to his organization, the director of the 
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Standards Institute stated: Simultaneous with the 
approval of this law, from the beginning of the current 
year all the specialists of the institute, through the use of 
comments and cooperation of the various ministries and 
other relevant organizations began the draft of the new 
executive laws and regulations of the Standards Institute, 
and right now the complete set of regulations is on the 
verge of enactment. 


With the final approval of the aforestated regulations 
[probably three months from now] by the Supreme 
Council of Standards, which is chaired by Mr. Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, president of the Islamic Republic, the activ- 
ities of the Standards Institute within the framework of 
new laws and regulations will begin throughout the 


country. 


Engineer Sadat, while pointing to the advertising of 
various kind of nonstandard and low-quality products by 
the press or the commercial billboards of the municipal- 
ities alongside the roads, said that such activities are the 
main root of the extensive problems caused by many 
underground and unauthorized workshops. 


Official Views State of Petrochemical Industry 
93LA0116A Tehran ABRAR in Persian 17 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] Yesterday Engineer Ahmad Rahgozar, deputy 
minister of Petroleum for Petrochemical Affairs and 
executive director of the National Petrochemical Indus- 
tries Company announced: Last year production of pet- 
rochemical industries of the country reached 5.5 million 
tons with a value of $800 million, and we hope that in 
the current year as a result of operating new petrochem- 
ical units our production will reach 6 to 6.5 million tons. 


In a special interview with IRNA he stated: At present 
the production capacity of petrochemical products in the 
country is between 6.5 to 7 million tons, of which we are 
able to utilize only about 80 percent. This lack of full 
efficiency is less related to the internal issues of the 
petrochemical industry and more pertains to the lack of 
adequate supplies of raw materials for the various pet- 
rochemical units. 


It is expected that with the operation of the new units of 
the National Petrochemical Industries by the end of next 
year, the production capacity of this industry will reach 
9 million tons and the value of the products, at least, hit 
the 2-billion dollar mark. 


He went on to add: There is no other choice for the 
petrochemical industry’s expansion other than the sup- 
port by and preparation of the private sector. The variety 
of petrochemical products makes it necessary for the 
various groups to enter the market and the government 
cannot directly handle the expansion of the petrochem- 
ical industry by itself. 


For us, the support and assistance of the private sector in 
making investments in the petrochemical industry is a 
strategic and infrastructural move for the expansion of 
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this industry, and if we decide otherwise, we will not be 
able to attain a rapid level of expansion as witnessed 
elsewhere in the world. For instance, in a five-year 
period in Japan the private sector and other Japanese 
companies have been able to execute 100 petrochemical 
projects, while in Iran only 10 such projects have become 
operational during a similar period. This enormous 
difference between rapid action and petrochemical 
industry expansion by the private sector exists and 
cannot be denied. 


Eng. Rahgozar further said: Last year principal agree- 
ment was granted for the construction of nine private 
petrochemical units, of which only half have so far 
signed the primary contracts, however some of the others 
as a result of the change in the rate of exchange and the 
heavy investment that call for the assistance of domestic 
and foreign banks plus a lack of assurances for a steady 
rate of exchange, have so far desisted from committing 
themselves. 


Eng. Rahgozar predicted that in the second economic 
expansion plan of the country about 307,773 petrochem- 
ical projects would be assigned to the private sector and 
further added: Whatever areas of petrochemical field for 
which the private sector announces its readiness, we will 
assign those activities to that sector. There are certain 
areas that encourage and arouse the interest of the 
private sector for investment, such as the purchasing and 
providing raw materials at reduced prices from other 
parts of the world for the petrochemical units and 
government support in the form of lower tariffs for 
petrochemical imports. Furthermore, there are other 
facilitating measures for the private sector for the export 
of petrochemical materials in order to meet the demands 
of an insatiable domestic market. In addition, the gov- 
ernment will provide all the necessary assistance to the 
private sector in the form of space and other ancillary 
needs such as water, power, steam, and technical aids. 
Recently certain discussions were carried out whereby in 
the Second Five-Year Plan the guaranty would 
be granted by the Islamic Consultative Assembly for the 
repayment of domestic and foreign loans for private 
sector investors in the petrochemical industry. 


Deputy Petroleum Minister for Petrochemical Affairs 
and Executive Director of the National Petrochemical 
Industries Company, in this interview further 
announced: In the area of pricing chemical fertilizers and 
selling the same to the farmers, the Petrochemical Indus- 
tries Company will have no role at all. 


Chemical fertilizer is offered for sale by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Economic Council for Price Desig- 
nation carries it out after allotting subsidies. Annually 
the consumption of chemical fertilizer throughout the 
country reaches 3 million tons, of which 1.5 million tons 
is imported and this matter plays a great role in the 
pricing of this product. Despite the fact that all the 
necessary spare parts for the petrochemical industry and 
other chemical materials needed by the production units 
will be secured by a floating rate of foreign exchange, 
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which is going to affect the final pricing, still the price of 
the products of the National Petrochemical Industries 
Company that are put at the disposal of the Ministry of 
Agriculture or the Chemical Fertilizer Distribution 
Company has no connection with the market price. The 
products of the National Petrochemical Industries Com- 
pany are obtained at lower prices so that the price of the 


In conclusion he stated: The price of livestock drugs and 
insecticides, which are mainly imported, after the change 
in the foreign exchange rate, have increased 20 times. If 
sufficient subsidies are not designated for this matter by 
the Islamic Consultative Assembly and the government, 
there will be no other choice except imposition of new 
higher prices. 


Device for Identifying Uranium Built Domestically 
93LA0118A Tehran ABRAR in Persian 17 Jun 93 p I 


[Text] Tehran—IRNA. The research project for the 
manufacture of gamma-ray tube [X-RF] with the coop- 
eration of the Physics College of the Amirkabir Indus- 
trial University and the Department of Metal and Fuel 
Exploration of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran 
for a period of one year was completed. 


The public relations office of the Atomic Energy Orga- 
nization of Iran while making the above statement, 
further added: This device, which can be activated by a 
Cobalt-57 radioactive ray, can also identify uranium 
with fairly accurately. 

This project, which was originally presented by Dr. 
Hossein Ghafurian, was successfully completed with the 
cooperation of two students from the Amirkabir Indus- 
trial University. 


‘H Class’ To Offer 
oma 0 Passengers Special 


93LA0118C Tehran ABRAR in Persian 15 Jum © 


[Text] Economic Service. From 23 July, on **:. x 
tional flights of the Islamic Republic Airlines, “. ..ina,” 
a new passenger cabin named “tioma Class,” with 
special services will be offered to passengers. 

Sa’id Razeghi, director general of Homa’s Public Rela- 
tions Office, while making the above statement also 
added: The establishment of Homa Class, which coin- 
cides with the birthday of Imam Mohammad Bagher, is 
another step toward higher quality services and on a 
level with international standards and first-class services 
of international airlines. 

According to the same report, at the first stage Homa 
Class was established on 747 Homa airplanes and com- 
plete information in this regard by the Homa sale offices 
and other travel agencies will be put at the disposal of the 
passengers. 
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Official on Communication Expansion, Car 
Phones 
93LA0118I Tehran ABRAR in Persian 8 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] Shahr-e Kord—ABRAR correspondent. In the 
presence of Engineer Gharazi, minister of Post, Tele- 
graph and Telephone, the plan for the expansion of the 
1,000-telephone number of Hafshejan, a dependent dis- 
trict of Shahr-e Kord with a population of 21,000 began, 
thus increasing the total telephone numbers of this town 
to 2,000. With the operation of these new numbers the 
total telephone numbers of the country increased from 
800,000 in 1357 [21 Mar 1978-20 Mar 1979] to 2.93 


million telephone numbers at present. 


The Minister of Post, Telegraph and Telephone at a 
gathering of the inhabitants of Hafshejan in the town’s 
Friday mosque referred to the devilish acts of arrogance 
intended to discourage the people who are always 
present at the scene and stated: With our participation in 
the presidential elections we must deliver a hard blow to 
the mouth of the domestic and foreign mischief makers. 


Eng. Gharazi and his accompanying party at a gathering 
of the inhabitants of Baghan and Baba Heydar of Shahr-e 
Kord, also emphasized the importance of people’s pres- 
ence and participation in the presidential elections and 
persuaded all to take part in the elections. 

The Minister of Post, Telegraph and Telephone also paid 
a visit to the Satellite Communications and PC Project 
of Shahr-e Kord, which is under construction with | 
billion rials [Ris] of credit. Later in a conversation with 
correspondents he said: One month from now mobile 
phones will become operational in seven centers 
throughout the province and a subscription for each 
applicant is Ris 5-million with each conversation pulse 
costing 60 Ris. He went on to add: Furthermore, color 
fax machines now are realities and our merchants, 
instead of shipping a whole carpet to a foreign country 
for evaluation, can send a color picture of the same to 
achieve the same results. 


Gharazi, minister of Post, Telegraph and Telephone 
said: The number of projects that have been completed 
in this ministry are more than the ones were predicted in 
the First Five-Year Plan for social and economic expan- 
sion. He noted that 1.1 million new telephone numbers 
were put at the disposal of the applicants in three years 
instead of the predicted five-year projection; further- 
more, another 1,000 new telephone numbers will be 
assigned to the applicants throughout the country this 
year. 


He went on to say that it is hoped that the total telephone 
numbers will reach 12 million by the end of the Second 
Five-Year Plan. The minister of Post, Telegraph and 
Telephone also said: Before the advent of the Islamic 
revolution only 300 rural areas throughout the nation 
enjoyed telephone communications, whereas now about 
6,000 villages utilize communication systems and until 
the end of the First Five-Year Plan the government will 
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create new telephone centers for 12,000 villages each 
with a population of 500 or more. 


Fisheries Research Organization Activities 
Detailed 


93LA0118B Tehran ABRAR in Persian 16 Jun 93 p 1 


[Text] Economic Service. Shark meat is utilized in the 
production of sausage, the skin of sturgeon is employed 
in the manufacture of leather, and the leavings of shrimp 
used in the production of cosmetics. 


Yesterday Dr. Gholamreza Amini, Director of Fisheries 
Research Organization, while making the above state- 
ment at a gathering of correspondents also stated: Until 
now about 90 percent of the first five-year economic 
programs of this organization have been realized, and 
during last year 485 million tomans was spent on 
research, instruction, and modernization of the relevant 
centers. Amini went on to say that the current budget of 
the organization for last year stood at 370 million 
tomans and its foreign exchange credit was about $3.5 
million for the same period. According to him an 
amount of $1.5 million was spent on various pertinent 
research areas. 


He further added: From the total allocated credits of last 
year, 120 million tomans was used on research, 60 
million tomans was spent on training and instruction, 72 
million tomans was utilized in modernizing the research 
center with new equipment, and 141 million tomans was 
assigned for the construction and completion of new 
research and training centers. 


Dr. Amini also stated: Last year a total of 79 research 
projects were studied of which 35 were completed. 


He said: From 1368 [21 Mar 1989 - 20 Mar 1990] to the 
end of 1371 [21 Mar 1992 - 20 Mar 1993] a total of 82 
research projects were completed and by the end of the 
first five-year economic plan this figure will reach 121 
projects. 


Dr. Amini went on to note: These projects are carried 
out in the area of evaluation of resources, hunting 
technology, fishery products technology, technology of 
the sea, breeding and propagation, marine-life disease 
and hydrology. 


He said: From 1368 until the end of 1371 2.3 billion 
tomans of credit was spent on research, instruction, 
modernization, and construction of the centers, of which 
the figure will reach 3.5 billion tomans by the end of 
current year. 


Continuing, the director of Fisheries Research Organi- 
zation of Iran stated: In the current year 110 projects are 
under study, of which 80 projects belong to the advanced 
research levels and the remainder pertain to the category 
of student research projects. He further added: In 1372 
[21 Mar 1993 - 20 Mar 1994] 42 projects are planned for 
completion and the remaining previous year’s projects 
will likewise continue. 
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Commander Details Law Enforcement Activities 
93LA0116H Tehran ABRAR in Persian 15 Jun 93 p 3 


[Text] News Service. At the suggestion of the law 
enforcement commander and approval by the Com- 
mander in Chief of the Army, 17 to 23 July will be 
designated “Law Enforcement Week.” 


Brigadier General Reza Seyfollahi, commander of Law 
Enforcement Forces stated that during the Law Enforce- 
ment Week all the training activities, duties, and services 
of the said forces during the merging of the force, will be 
described to the valiant people of Iran. 


Brig. Gen. Seyfollahi, who was talking to the correspon- 
dents, went on to describe each day of the week as: Day 
of Renewal of Promise With the Leader of the Revolu- 
tion and Service; Day of People and Public Order; Day 
of Executing Programs Dealing with Enjoining the 
Lawful and Forbidding the Sinful Acts; Day of Fight 
Against Narcotics and Smuggled Goods; Day of Trans- 
port and Traffic Laws and Regulations; Day of Gratitude 
for the Respected Families of the Martyrs; and the last 
day of the week as the Day of Law Enforcement, Prayer 
and Spirituality, respectively. 


Brig. Seyfollahi further said: During Law Enforcement 
Week, in addition to the above-stated programs, other 
educational, artistic, and sports activities plus exhibi- 
tions of the operation of this force will be set up 
throughout the country. 


Thereafter he pointed to the activities of the law enforce- 
ment forces for maintaining security during the fourth 
anniversary of the death of Imam and stated: In order to 
maintain proper security, the law enforcement forces 
utilized over 9,000 personnel in the form of 156 mobile 
posts, 30 information booths, 12 intelligence stations, 
170 overt and covert cruising vehicles, which were 
scattered over a radius of 24 km around Imam’s mauso- 
leum and proved very satisfactory. 


He further noted that this success was the result of the 
continual efforts and organizational management of the 
responsible officials and personnel of the law enforce- 
ment organization. 


Continuing his remarks, Brig. Seyfollahi pointed to the 
presidential elections, which were held a week after the 
anniversary of the death of the Imam and said: This year 
the law enforcement forces alone were responsible for 
guarding the ballot boxes and maintaining security at the 
voting stations quite successfully, whereas in previous 
years the armed forces with the cooperation of the 
provincial security councils were responsible fur 
guarding part of the ballot boxes. 


Furthermore, he added: In order to maintain security 
during the sixth presidential elections more than 88,000 
members of the law enforcement forces guarded the 
ballot boxes and another 70,000 individuals were mobi- 
lized in relation to the issues of public security and 
intelligence. 


SOUTH ASIA 51 


Brig. Seyfollahi further noted the imminent approach of 
June 26th, the Universal Day of Antinarcotics Campaign 
and said: The Islamic Republic of Iran is one of the few 
countries in the world that has achieved eye-catching 
success in the area of antinarcotics campaigns. 


Moreover, he went on to add that the discovery of 
various types of narcotics by the law enforcement forces 
until 10 June of the current year amounted to more than 
13 tons, of which about 2,000 kg was on its way to 


He further described the measures taken by the law 
enforcement forces along the eastern borders of the 
country for thwarting the activities of narcotics smug- 
glers and said: 70 km of the border line and | 1 mountain 
passes in this region have been closed in order to prevent 
the entry of smugglers. 


While mentioning the fact that one of the best ways to 
combat the spread of narcotics is closing the eastern 
borders of the country, he noted: The success of such a 
move is solely dependent on the ion of the 
families to better control the behavior of their children 
and young men as well. 


series of new license plates will be installed on new 
automobiles, which enter the stream of traffic. 


In conclusion, the commande: of the law enforcement 
forces stated: In order to encourage automobile occu- 


pants to wear their safety belts, in the future the law 
enforcement forces will execute some guidance and 
instructional programs. 

New Qom Public Prosecutor Named 


93LA0125C Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
12 Jun 93 p 5 


[Text] On Thursday at a ceremony in the Congregation 
Hall of the Justice Department, the Chief Justice of the 
Islamic Revolution introduced Hojjat ol-Eslam Neku 
Nam as the new public prosecutor of the city. 


According to IRNA’s correspondent: Ayatollah Musavi 
Tabrizi, chief justice of the Islamic Revolution, in a 
speech while emphasizing the rule of justice in society 
also expressed his support for the role of theocratic rule 
and Imamat in an Islamic society and said that the 
legitimacy of the Islamic rule has become quite clear by 
the religious guardian-jurisprudent. 


In conclusion, the chief justice of the state expressed his 
gratitude to Saidi, former public prosecutor for his 
services. 


Similarly, at this ceremony Hojjat ol-Eslam Safdari, 
director general of the Justice Department of Tehran 











52 SOUTH ASIA 


Province while emphasizing the significance and reli- 
ance on the rule of law and discipline in the judicial 
systems, stated: This system must use as guidance: piety 
and religious mindedness. 


Ineffective Hamadan Mayor Replaced 


93LA0125A Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
7 Jun 93 p 5 


[Text] Hamadan—JAHAN-E ESLAM correspondent. As 
a result of the inefficiency of the mayor who was busy 
studying in Tehran, the city of Hamadan was driven to 
the verge of decadency and deterioration, thus causing 
the inhabitants of the city to air their protests and 
complaints and compare their ineffective mayor to 
former mayors, Engineer Montazeri and before him the 
late Behnamju, during whose terms of office the beau- 
tiful city of Hamadan became known as the city of 
flowers where the execution of new projects was wit- 
nessed each passing day. Because of the enormous pres- 
sure and complaints by the inhabitants of the city and 
the sensitivity of the issue, at one point Hamadan’s 
representative at the Islamic Consultative Assembly 
explained that no one would accept the position of 
mayor of that city. 


The situation continued unresolved and rumors got 
stronger every day regarding the selection of a new 
mayor with no end in sight. At the height of this 
rumor-mongering period Atrian-Far, deputy minister 
of Interior in Social and Political Affairs traveled to 
Hamadan, although he did not mention or name any 
one particular for the job. Finally, on Wednesday 2 
June 1993 Engineer Mohsen Ezati was introduced as 
the new mayor. 


At a ceremony, which was held for the occasion at the 
Fajr Hall of Hamadan, Engineer Khorram, governor- 
general of Hamadan, deputies and assistants to the 
governor-general, some of the executive directors and 
employees of the municipality office were also present. 
At this ceremony Montazeri presented a report about his 
two-year term in office, thereafter the governor-general 
of Hamadan addressed the audience and expressed his 
condolences on the occasion of the fourth anniversary of 
the death of Imam, wherein he recited some of the high 
qualities and characteristics of the late Imam. In another 
part of his speech he said: The turning point for 
Hamadan is now at hand, when we are moving toward 
growth and expansion and all the executive organs 
should use extreme care in order to make correct judg- 
ment in the performance of their duties. Similarly, all the 
relevant institutions should be ready to accept greater 
responsibilities, because we are ready to take very large 
strides toward serving our people. 


It should be noted that our fellow citizens are very 
appreciative of our efforts and we can fully rely on their 
support. Thereafter, the governor-general expressed his 
gratitude and thanks for being able iv introduce the new 
mayor and said: There is a great potential in the city of 
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Hamadan and this potential should be turned into vital 
activities whereby many beneficial and helpful ventures 
could result. 


At the end of his speech, the governor-general once again 
introduced Eng. Ezati as the new mayor. After the 
governor-general’s speech, Ezati stated that today the 
acceptance of responsibility is an obligation and what is 
important in this instance is the selfsameness and soli- 
darity of the management in the province. 


Mashhad Municipality Faces Financial Problems 


93LA0125B Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
8 Jun 93 p § 


[Text] The debt of Mashhad Municipality to the meat 
Organization and the ongoing discrepancy of accounts 
between the two establishments has created a situation 
whereby 1.4 billion rials that is owed the stockbreeders 
of Khorasan has not been duly paid. 


This sum of money, which has been put at the disposal of 
the slaughterhouse of Mashhad by the meat organization 
and is termed as “the executive agency” for the purchase 
of livestock and the sale of meat, should have been paid 
to the stockbreeders in the course of last three months to 
cover 20 percent of outstanding compensations for the 
delivery of 1,300 tons of meat by breeders. 


According to IRNA’s correspondent in a meeting 
attended by Mofidi, governor-general of Khorasan, 
which was intended to resolve the discrepancy of 
accounts between the meat organization and the slaugh- 
terhouse of Mashhad, the representative of Mashhad 
Municipality and the slaughterhouse, after presentation 
and discussion of some relevant issues causing the dif- 
ference, accepted the principal debt in itself. 


Likewise, the governor-general of Khorasan, while 
pointing to the financial problems of the municipality 
with regard to the payment of this debt in the near 
future, asked the state meat organization to arrange to 
facilitate and expedite the payment of the money owed 
to stockbreeders. 


Furthermore, at this meeting it was decided that the 
necessary mcasures will be initiated by the governor- 
general’s office in the near future in order to investigate 
the previous years’ discrepancies of accounts between 
the meat organization and the slaughterhouse. 


It should be noted here that 80 percent of the price of 
meat is paid by the meat organization to the stock- 
breeders during the initial signing of the contracts. 
Likewise, after delivery of the livestocks to the slaugh- 
terhouse the remaining 20 percent must be paid to the 
stockbreeder within 24 hours by the executive agency. 


Badi’i, chairman of the board of the stockbreeders and 
livestock owners of Khorasan told IRNA’s correspon- 
dent: Freezing of the assets of the livestock owners has 
created some recession in this province, thus affecting 
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the activities and employment opportunities of several 
thousand people employed in the sector of animal hus- 
bandry and stock raising. 


He further added: This is at a time when members of the 
Stockbreeders Cooperative have to pay an 18-percent 
interest on their loans. 


With regard to the problem of a decrease in the pur- 
chasing power of the stockbreeders and the daily exodus 
of 100 truckfuls of livestock from the region, he sounded 
an alarm and noted that it is a danger facing the livestock 
sector of Khorasan. 


He went on to add: At present only 40 percent of the 
stockbreeding and animal husbandry possibilities of 
Khorasan is utilized. 


The median daily slaughter of livestock during the last 
three months at the slaughterhouse of Mashhad has been 
700 heads. 


Zahedan Officials Stop Truck Carrying Opium 


93LA0125H Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
2 Jun 93 p 3 


[Text] Yesterday as a result of the awareness of law 
enforcement officials stationed at border posts of Safid- 
abeh, a dependent district of Zahedan, a truck carrying 
660 kg of opium was discovered and duly confiscated. 


Colonel Mohammad Reza Rahmani, commander of the 
law enforcement region of Zahedan Township, in a 
conversation with IRNA’s correspondent while making 
the above statement also said: The confiscated opium 
was very skillfully placed in compartments in the floor of 
the truck. 


The commander of the law enforcement region of 
Zahedan further added: Moreover, the law enforcement 
agents stationed at the border were also able to discover 
and confiscate a shipment of 130 kg of heroin on its way 
to Zahedan. 


He went on to say: With the discovery of this shipment, 
eight individuals together with five Kalashnikov 
weapons, two modern walkie-talkies, and two pair of 
hunting binoculars were also confiscated and handed 
over to the judicial authorities. 


Col. Rahmani added: During the last two months the 
guardians of the enforcement forces of Zahedan region 
in their surveillance and encounter with the merchants 
of death were able to discover and confiscate a total 
amount of 1,400 kg of narcotics including heroin and 
opium and hand ove; 127 smugglers to the judicial 
authorities. 


He further stated: Along with these discoveries there 
were 16 firearms, some ammunition, 21 pieces of RPGs, 
seven sets of walkie-talkies and binoculars, and nine 
automobiles, which were all confiscated. 
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ame on Gilan Province Urban Development 
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[Text] In a conversation with our correspondent, Engi- 
neer Mohammad Jaffar Kambuzia, director general of 
the Department of Housing and Urban Development of 
Gilan Province, described the plans and operations of 
his department. 


First, with regard to the government's policy concerning 
providing of inexpensive housing for the low-income 
families and construction of 10,000 residential units in 
the various towns of Gilan, he said: Within the frame- 
work of Article 67 construction work on 6,000 residen- 
tial units will begin with the participation and partner- 
ship of the banks and the private sector. At present, 
construction work on some units were started in the 
regions of Lakan-Shahr, Kuh-dasht, Kakh-Shahr, Kazh- 
deh, Golsar-e Rasht, and the coastal village of Anzali. 
Within the next two years these residential units will 
gradually be put at the disposal of the applicants. Fur- 
thermore, construction work, which was previously 
started on more than 2,000 residential units in the towns 
of Sume’eh Sara, Astara, and Lushan, is still continuing 
and they will soon be ready for occupancy. 


Later Eng. Kambuzia, while pointing to the main 
obstacle in the execution of Article 67 and the period of 
dormancy in the construction of residential units in the 
province of Gilan as a result of noncooperation of the 
banks, further stated: All the banks, particularly in the 
current year, are reluctant to provide financial support to 
the builders-developers and as a result of unwillingness 
of the banks, almost all construction work has come to a 
stand-still. - 


In a part of his speech Mr. Kambuzia said: The Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development of Gilan 
along with its current activities, following the horrible 
earthquake of 21 June 1990 has accepted reconstruction 
responsibility for a section of the devastated region. So 
far with the utilization of a credit of 9.2 billion rials 
[Ris], which has been spent on the completion or recon- 
struction of hundreds of projects, this department has 
been very busy. And it should be noted here that the 
greatest impediment in the reconstruction of the earth- 
quake-afflicted region is the increase in the price of 
building materials and swelling of the expenditures per- 
taining to the readjustment of contracts. He also said: 
This matter has caused some delay in the process of 
completion of the projects. 


He further said: After three years of incessant efforts, 
little by little reconstruction work is going to be finished 
and there are only four other incomplete projects that 
need about 120 million tomans of additional credit for 
completion. 


In relation to the reconstruction of the earthquake- 
afflicted regions, the director general of Housing and 
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Urban Development of Gilan Province enumerated the 
major projects, which have been carried to completion 
as: Rudbar’s Governor's office building, Forestry office 
building, Post Office, Municipality, Imam’s Relief Com- 
mittee in Rudbar and Manjil Buildings, plus General 
Finance Department of Rasht and said: In addition, 
construction work on the Employment and Social Affairs 
building and the penitentiary of Manjil together with 28 
housing units in Manjil and 18 units in Rudbar plus 16 
such units in Rostamabad have been completed. Like- 
wise, eight housing units in Lushan, another six units in 
Jirandeh and Emarlu’s Department of Education Com- 
plex, and joint buildings of the Commerce, the Docu- 
ments Registration Department, together with the Jus- 
tice Department building of Rudbar will all be ready for 
occupancy within the next few days. 


Continuing, Eng. Kambuzia added: At present, construc- 
tion operation of Rostamabad’s 128-bed hospital is 
under way—this hospital will be capable of expansion to 
230 beds in the future. In the current year 150 million 
tomans of credit was assigned for the construction of this 
hospital, and it is expected that the project will be 
completed in this year, however another 300 million 
tomans of credit will be required for the completion of 
further phases of this hospital. 


He went on to state: As a result of the perseverance of the 
respectable governor general of Gilan, during a recent 
visit of this hospital by Mr. Roghani Zanjani, deputy 
president and director of the State Plan and Budget 
Organization, favorable promises were made for the 
provision of the required credits for this hospital. Thus 
with timely securing of credit the hospital could become 
operational by the end of current year. 


With regard to the current year’s credits for his depart- 
ment, the director general of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment of Gilan said: We do not have any specific credit 
designated for earthquakes in 1372 [21 Mar 1993 - 20 
Mar 1994]. Only within the framework of provincial 
credits for earthquakes an amount of Ris 5.5 billion is 
assigned, which is basically intended to finish incom- 
pleted projects. God willing, we will be able to achieve 
our goals in the current year. 


In another part of his speech, Mr. Kambuzia referred to 
the activities of his office including various large and 
small housing and urban development projects and 
stated: Last year from the available provincial credits an 
amount of Ris 2.2 billion, within the framework of 21 
plans and 51 projects was the projected expenditure 
throughout the province of Gilan. Similarly, from the 
available credits of Addendum 6 pertaining to earth- 
quake projects, an equivalent amount of Rls 4.2 billion 
within the framework of 15 plans and 37 projects were 
considered to be the projected expenditures. So far a 
total amount of Rls 220 million from the aforemen- 
tioned credits were spent. 


Regarding national credits he said: The construction 
projects of hospitals for the towns of Rudsar, Fowman, 
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and Masal are going well, and God willing all three 
hospitals will be ready by the end of next year. 


While pointing to the construction of office complexes in 
the townships of Bandar-e Anzali, Astaneh Ashrafiyeh, 
and Fowman as some of the plans of his department, 
Eng. Kambuzia also added: Each one of these complexes 
has six buildings. In case the required credits become 
available in due time, the office complexes of Astaneh 
Ashrafiyeh and Fowman will become operational this 
year and that of Bandar-e Anzali some time next year. 


He went on to say that other plans in the process of 
execution by the General Department of Housing and 
Urban Development is the construction of gymnasiums 
and sports halls in the cities of Anzali, Rasht, and 
Amlash and noted: The sports facilities of Bandar-e 
Anzali and Amlash will become operational this year, 
but as a result of a lack of adequate credits the sports 
facilities of Rasht will reach completion stage some time 
next year. 


In the course of this conversation, director of Housing 
and Urban Development of Gilan Province, while citing 
the cause of the incompleted beltway project of Lahijan 
as a lack of necessary credit, further added: This year 30 
million tomans was projected to complete Lahijan’s 
beltway; similarly, 60 million tomans was the projected 
credit to complete the township of Rasht’s beltway. In 
reality, considering the size of the projects and the 
required amount of total credits, the afurestated figures 
seem very insignificant. 


In conclusion, the director general of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development stated: In the first 
quarter of the current year construction operations on 37 
government-owned residential units throughout the 
province of Gilan will be completed and thereafter these 
units will be put at the disposal of government 
employees. 


Kordestan Satellite Communications Operational 
93LA0116D Tehran ABRAR in Persian 21 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] Urban Service. In the presence of the Minister 
of Post, Telegraph and Telephone the first phase of the 
Kordestan Satellite Communications project in San- 
andaj became operational. 


According to our correspondent from Sanandaj, like- 
wise the 1000-number telephone exchange centers of 
Sharifabad and the 3800-number of Marivan became 
operational. 


With the operation of this project, in the first phase 
seven remote rural areas of the province will be able to 
utilize the possibilities of communications systems. 


The cost of execution of these communications centers 
amounted to 7.3 billion rials. 
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Neyshabur Dam Operational 
93LA0116F Tehran ABRAR in Persian 19 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] Mashhad—IRNA. With the completion of con- 
struction work on the earthen dam of Yangjeh in Ney- 
shabur and filling it with water, the dam became opera- 
tional in the presence of Dr. Kalantari, minister of 
Agriculture. 


This dam will provide water for about 1,000 hectares 
(ha) of farming land in the village of Yangjeh. 


The execution operations of this dam were completed 
utilizing a 500-million rials credit from the Ministry of 
Agriculture during 10 months of incessant efforts by the 
technical employees of the Khorasan Agricultural 
Machinery Services Company. 


Engineer Rahtollah Ghamesi, executor of the project 
during the inauguration ceremony of the dam stated: 
The dam’s reservoir is 3.5 square km wide with a 
capacity for 2.8 million cubic meters of water. The dam’s 
spillways have the capacity to discharge water at a rate of 
30 cubic meters per second. 


Yangjeh village has a population composed of 250 
families and is located 85 km northwest of Neyshabur 
with 4,000 ha of farming land. 


Arak Airport Construction Resumes 
93LA0116E Tehran ABRAR in Persian 17 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] After four years of delay the construction work on 
the Arak Airport with a credit of 7.3 billion rials was 
started by the Civil Aviation Organization. 


Yesterday Engineer Mohammad Maleki, director gen- 
eral of the Governor-General’s Technical Office, in a 
conversation with IRNA’s correspondent stated: At 
present, with the preparation of relevant workshops the 
construction operation of Arak Airport is ready. 


He further added: A plot of land about 500 hectares 
situated 10 km on the northeastern part of Arak has been 
selected for an airport. The airport runway will be 2,700 
meters long by 80 meters wide. In addition to a control 
tower, the airport will also be equipped with access 
roads, plus all the necessary buildings and facilities. 


He also noted: The construction work of Arak Airport 
with a 15-percent increase, utilizing the Governor- 
General’s Office’s credits over 1368’s [21 Mar 1989-20 
Mar 1990] allotted budget has been designated to the 
Civil Aviation Organization. 


He went on to say: Since the aforementioned organiza- 
tion has been busy building several other airports around 
the country and needed timely completion, the construc- 
tion operations of Arak Airport were delayed until now. 
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Officials Issue Warning to Fars Cement Factory 


93LA0138H Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI 
in Persian 21 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] Shiraa—JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI. The province 
of Fars Environmental Protection Organization has 
issued a warning to the officials of the Fars Cement 
Factory about polluting the air with dust and dirt. 


The public relations office of the province of Fars 
Environmental Protection Organization reports that the 
Fars Cement Factory has been given one month to deal 
with the existing deficiencies. 


According to this report, part of this warning says: Since 
the factory’s air pollution is at times higher around the 
clock than the Environmental Protection Organization’s 
accepted standards, it is therefore obviously necessary to 
measure the external dust and dirt. Warning is thus 
hereby given that if within one month of the date of this 
letter a platform for taking samples has not been built 
and if the holes in the smoke stack have not been 
repaired, this office, in accordance with regulations, will 
stop this unit’s activities, and the responsibility for the 
shutdown will be with that unit’s management. 


Compost Factory Construction Begins 


93LA0125G Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
6 Jun 93 p 2 


[Text] Executive operations for the construction of a 
compost factory in the region of Halgheh Darreh in 
Mehr-Shahr began. 


The Industrial Jihad University of Sharif has accepted 
responsibility for the design and execution of this 
p.oject. With the establishment and operation of this 
factory, on a daily basis it would be possible to convert 
250 tons of garbage from the three towns of Karaj, 
Mehr-Shahr, and Raja’i, into organic fertilizer. 


The 3 billion, 300 million rials cost of the construction 
and the $700,000 cost to purchase equipment and 
machinery for this plant will be paid from the revenues 
of the aforestated municipalities and the development 
credits of the Ministry of Interior and that of Tehran’s 
governor-general’s office. 


Thursday afternoon Taheri, governor-general of Tehran 
at a ceremony for the commencement of executive 
operations of the Mehr-Shahr Compost Factory stated: 
With regard to the consideration of environmental 
issues, construction of compost plans in large and pop- 
ulous cities that produce 250 tons of garbage a day, 
seems necessary. 


Concerning the problem that as a result of construction 
of the compost plant of Mehr-Shahr close to the runway 
of the airport might entail the invasion of birds to the 
region, he said: After proper discussions with experts and 
the responsible officials of the Ministry of Post, Tele- 
graph and Telephone we concluded that the birds that 
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might travel to the region for garbage would not pose any 
danger to the airplanes at all. 


The governor-general of Tehran, while noting that at 
the Mehr-Shahr Compost Factory about 70 percent of 
the garbage will be converted to organic fertilizer, also 
said: In the expansion plans of this factory, recycling of 
plastics and cardboard materials, which compose 
about 15 percent of the total urban garbage, has also 
been included. 


Engineer Khoshru, deputy director for Coordination and 
Development Affairs of the Tehran’s governor-general’s 
office, while addressing Tafreshi, mayor of Mehr-Shahr 
and Raja’i Shahr, regarding the timetable of the con- 
struction and completion of the compost plant stated: 
According to the scheduled program this factory will 
become operational by the end of 1373 [21 Mar 1994 - 
20 Mar 1995] providing that we do not hit a snag in 
terms of secucing the costs of construction. 


Nation’s Largest Dairy Farm Under Construction 
93LA0116G Tehran ABRAR in Persian 16 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] In a spectacular ceremony, deputy minister of 
Construction Jihad broke ground for the construction of 
the country’s largest dairy farm in Varamin’s Pakdasht 
region. 


According to ABRAR’s correspondent, this dairy farm, 
which will have 80,000 square meters of building space 
constructed in three phases, will be one of the most 
significant dairy farms in the Middle East. 


Engineer Palizdar, director general of Nab Dairy Com- 
pany in Varamin—who is a veteran of the imposed 
war—while pointing to the importance of milk and other 
by-products, stated: At present with regard to the ever 
increasing demands of the country for this product, the 
existing dairy plants are not able to meet domestic needs, 
thus it seemed necessary at a time of economic blos- 
soming, that we take a more aggressive step towards this 
goal. He went on to add that the first phase will become 
operational by the end of current year and further said: 
With the completion of the third phase of this plant, in 
addition to meeting domestic needs, a major portion of 
the products will be exported. 


Eng. Palizdar also added: In this project, in addition to 
the production line, a large educational and sports com- 
plex has also been included for the use of all. Further- 
more, at the ground-breaking ceremony of the Dairy 
Farm of Varamin, Dr. Mohammad Javad Iravani, 
deputy director of the Construction Jihad, while empha- 
sizing the importance of this complex in the matter of 
the country’s self-sufficiency, asked all the relevant 
organs and organizations to lend their support for the 
completion of this project. 
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Price of Vegetable Oil Increases in Ahvaz 
93LA0118D Tehran ABRAR in Persian 15 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] Ahvaz—ABRAR correspondent. The price of 
vegetable oil in Ahvaz increased. 


At present, the price of a 4.5-kg can of vegetable oil has 
soared up to 12,500 rials [Ris]. This is at a time when 
a few days ago the same can of vegetable oil sold for Ris 
8,000. 


According to some distributing agents: The lack of a 
timely announcement of coupon availability plus delays 
in supplying the material for proper distribution have all 
caused the price increase in the last two months. 


Unavailability of domestic vegetable oil on the market 
and its price increase has also caused greater demand for 
foreign brand oils, and this matter in turn has created a 
situation whereby the price of various foreign oils has 
increased as well. 


Wheat-Eating Insects Invade From Iraq 
93LA0118H Tehran ABRAR in Persian 21 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] The invasion of harmful aphids through border 
regions of Iraqi Kurdistan into Marivan’s rural border 
areas has contaminated many of the region’s wheat 
fields. 


According to IRNA’s report, the invasion of aphids 
occurred after the harvest on the other side of the border, 
and as a result of climatic conditions, the Marivan wheat 
fields are not ready for harvesting, rendering the envi- 
ronment a favorable breeding grounds for the insects. 


With the spread of aphids throughout Marivan’s wheat 


“fields, there is the possibility for dispersal to other 


regions of Kordestan Province and neighboring prov- 
inces. For this reason the Department of Plant Preserva- 
tion of the province through forming a special headquar- 
ters for combating aphids in Marivan, while utilizing the 
necessary possibilities, started a vast operation for the 
prevention, spread, and elimination of this insect. 


He further noted the consequences of a lack of proper 
cooperation between and among adjoining countries for 
the elimination of this harmful insect as well. 


Lack of Water, Food Killing Migratory Flamingos 
93LA0118J Tehran ABRAR in Persian 16 Jun 93 p 9 
[Text] Kashan—IRNA. More than 1,000 young fla- 


mingos and some older ones are having a desperate time 
around the salt lake of northern Kashan. 


As a result of extreme heat, lack of water, and food it is 
very probable that these birds are going to die. 


According to IRNA’s correspondent, the director of the 
Environmental Protection Agency of Kashan township 
stated: This unprecedented phenomenon has been 
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repeated twice in recent years. In 1368 [21 Mar 1989 - 20 
Mar 1990] also about 5,000 flamingos migrated to the 
same region. 


He also said: The reason for migration and breeding of 
these birds in and around the salt lake of northern 
Kashan, which is very unfavorable from the viewpoint of 
climate, food and water, is being investigated by the 
specialists. 


He went on to add: It is possible that the migration of 
flamingos to this region is a result of ecological changes 
and climatic disruptions of their original habitat. 


The Environmental Protection Agency of Kashan has 
hereby invited all the individuals interested in the issues 
of natural environment and who would like to visit the 
region, in order to prevent further scattering of these 
birds who are living under very unfavorable circum- 
stances, to make arrangements through this office ,or 
coordinated trips to the area. 


Official on Preventing Migration to Cities 


93LAOI25E Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
13 Jun 93 p 8 


[Text] Promotion of handicrafts is one of the most 
effective means to prevent rural inhabitants for 
migrating to the cities. 


Abdollahi, the responsible official in charge of the 
Handicraft Department of the Central Province, on the 
occasion of the Universal Day of Handicrafts told 
IRNA’s correspondent: Low income in the village is 
the main reason for the migration of the rural inhab- 
itants to the cities. 


He added: Through promotion and creation of new 
possibilities for the handicrafts we can prevent the 
migration of the rural inhabitants to the cities. He 
further said: Handicraft production is one of the most 
important ways to bring foreign exchange into the 
country. 


While pointing out the fact that the major activity of the 
Handicraft Department of the Central Province is carpet 
weaving, he added: At present about 2,000 families in 
more than 90 villages covered by the Department of 
Handicrafts are engaged in weaving carpets and together 
they produce 5,850 square meters of carpet annually. 


Referring to the importance of training in the handicraft 
industry, he said: Until now about 639 individuals have 
received training in the fields of Gelim [a short-napped 
coarse carpet], carpet weaving, and the manufacture of 
copper handicrafts and inlaid-wood artifacts. 
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Decrease in Population Growth Rate Reported 


93LA0138G Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI 
in Persian 27 Jun 93 p 15 


[Text] News Department. In the year 1372 [21 Mar 
1993-20 Mar 1994] the population growth ratc reached 
2.3 percent, a decrease in the population growth rate of 
0.4 percent compared to previous years (the month of 
Mehr 1370 [23 Sep-22 Oct 1991] to the month of 
Farvardin this year [21 Mar-20 Apr 1993)). 


Dr. Reza Malekzadeh, minister of health care, treatment 
and medical education, announced the above yesterday 
at a gathering of news correspondents. He mentioned 
that one of the goals of the First Five-Year Plan was to 
control births in the country. He said: On this basis the 
Birth Control Council in the Ministry of Health met in 
cooperation with the Ministry of Higher Education, the 
Ministry of Education and Training, the Ministry of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance, the Ministry of the Inte- 
rior, the Plan and Budget Organization and some orga- 
nizations to take positive steps towards family planning. 


The minister of health care, treatment and medical 
education predicted that in the year 1377 [21 Mar 
1998-20 Mar 1999] the population growth rate will reach 


1.8 percent. 


Dr. Malekzadeh said: With the increase in the literacy 
rate, especially among women, the extensive public 
education in health care and family planning, and the 
widespread procurement of 100 percent free ways to 
prevent pregnancy, the change in the population growth 
rate has begun its first move down, and it reached the 
announced figure. 


With reference to the movement in the population 
growth rate in other countries, he emphasized that on the 
one hand the demand for the family planning program 
must be raised through universal education, the press 
and radio and television, and also by increasing the 
literacy and employment of women, and on the other 
hand the necessary means must be provided to meet this 
demand by procuring a budget. 


The minister of health care, treatment and medical 
education then announced that the percentage of preg- 
nant women at the end of the Second Five-Year Plan will 
be 3.4 percent, and said: Thus the population of women 
of child-bearing age, which is now 13,628,000, will be 
16,0138,000 in the year 1377, which will show an 
increase in pregnancies at the end of this plan, and this 
will make it difficult to control the population. 


He said: The implementation of a family planning pro- 
gram in 12,000 villages and the creation of 400 free 
government hospitals are planned for the Second Five- 
Year Plan. 











ss | SOUTH ASIA 


As the press conference continued, Dr. Namaki, deputy 
minister of health care for treatment, mentioned the 
training of 5,000 rural midwives by the end of the plan as 
the most important rural service and said: All the imple- 
ments needed for preventing pregnancy are available 100 
percent free in the health clinics and in all the govern- 
ment and private sector hospitals. 


Garbage Disposal Problems Discussed at Seminar 
93LA0118G Tehran ABRAR in Persian 17 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] Sanandaj—ABRAR correspondent. Urban and 
industrial garbage collection and proper disposal is more 
important than the construction of health and treatment 
centers. 


Dr. Omrani, professor of the Medical School of Tehran 
University of Medical Sciences, at a one-day seminar on 
the proper collection and disposal of garbage that was 
held at the Sanandaj University of Medical Sciences, 
while making the above statement further noted that 
urban and industrial garbage is a great cause of concern 
in the world and said: Utilization of beneficial experi- 
ences of other nations in the field of garbage collection 
plays a significant role in securing the health of the 
environment. 


While mentioning the fact that the proper collection and 
disposal of garbage has a direct impact on the total 
situation of the city environment, he added: The exist- 
ence of sources of many diseases in water and soil, which 
are endangering the health of the society, has a direct 
relation to the proper collection and disposal of garbage 
and a lack of appropriately observing hygiene in the 
collection of garbage is more dangerous than noncollec- 
tion at all. 


Dr. Omrani further noted that the lack of allocation of 
sufficient funds and an unjustifiable distribution of 
possibilities throughout the nation are some of the most 
important reasons for noncollection and disposal of the 
garbage. 


Dr. Derafshi, executive director of the Regional Health 
and Treatment Organization and president of the Uni- 
versity of Medical Sciences of Kordesian while empha- 
sizing the necessity for finding proper solutions for the 
collection and disposal of garbage, also said: 80 percent 
of garbage is recyclable, however, because of a lack of 
appropriate research and study its usefulness never 
becomes apparent. 


He went on to add that serious participation of the 
people is an essential necessity for a healthy environ- 
ment and said: Unfortunately, in the Kordestan Prov- 
ince no serious research and operation has been con- 
ducted in this regard, but we hope that as a result of this 
seminar and with the cooperation of the universities and 
municipality offices a solution can be found for the 
proper collection and disposal of garbage, thus securing 
the health and hygiene of society. 
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Funds Allocated To Expand Health Care in Gilan 
93LA0118F Tehran ABRAR in Persian 19 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] Rasht—ABRAR correspondent. In the current 
year, a sum of 200 million tomans was allocated for the 
expansion and purchase of equipment for the University 
of Medical Sciences and that of Health and Treatment 
Organization of Gilan. 

According to our correspondent: Dr. Ghanbari, director 
of Health and Treatment of the region and president of 
the University of Medical Sciences of Gilan in a conver- 
sation with the correspondents while making the above 
statement, also stated: 95 million tomans were desig- 
nated for the construction of six hospitals in various 
cities of the province. 


He further added: The total credits of three years for 
construction of the earthquake-afflicted region of 
Rudbar amounted to 617 million tomans, and until now 
about 95 percent of the reconstruction work has been 
completed. In the case of approval of the supplementary 
budget the rest of the reconstruction operation will be 
completed accordingly. 


In conclusion he said: Before the advent of the earth- 
quake only eight foreign doctors served in Rudbar area, 
whereas now 25 more Iranian doctors are serving in the 


region. 


Dee Pools Threaten Health in Bandar-e 
93LAO1I8E Tehran ABRAR in Persian 19 Jun 93 p 9 


[Text] Bandar-e Deylam—IRNA. The presence of stag- 
nant pools and nonexistent sewer Systems have caused 
serious problems for the health and natural environment 
of the people of Deylam. 


According to IRNA’s correspondent: The resultant stag- 
nant pools of rain water and higher water tables have 
created marshlands and swamps throughout the city, and 
with the advent of summer and the increase in temper- 
atures the situation seems quite ripe as breeding grounds 
for various insects and arthropods. 


A group of Deylam inhabitants, while expressing their 
concern regarding the presence of these swamps and 
marshlands, which in addition to rendering an unhealthy 
environment also cause further attrition on the build- 
ings, asked the responsible officials of the city to take 
some appropriate measures. 


An informed official of the Deylam’s municipal office 
stated: In 1369 [21 Mar 1990-20 Mar 1991] and 1370 [21 
Mar 1991-20 Mar 1992] an amount of | billion rials was 
allocated by the Fars Regional Water Organization for 
controlling and harnessing stagnant waters of this port 
city, however, as a result of ineffective planning by the 
responsible authorities so far less than half of the allo- 
cated money has been spent. 
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He went on to add: The Water and Sewer Company 
considers the municipal office responsible for controlling 
surface waters, whereas the available municipal credits 
are no match for meeting the costs of such an expensive 
project. 


Al-e Behbahani, director of the Water and Sewer Office of 
Bandar-e Deylam further added: The surface waters are 
not considered as sewers of waste waters, and according to 
the description of the duties of the Water and Sewer 
Companies, the control and harnessing of these waters 
seems to be an obligation of the municipality. 


He further stated: Sewer is a term applied to the combi- 
nation of waste waters di by the inhabitants into 
the sewer conduits of the residential districts. 


Outbreak of Cholera, Plague in Shiraz Refuted 


93LA0138A Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 
28 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] Shiraz—JOMHURI-YE ESLAM. The spread of 
cholera and plague in Shiraz was vehemently denied. 


Dr. Amiri, executive director of the Province of Fars 
Health Care and Treatment Organization, announced 
the denial of the spread of cholera and plague at a 
gathering of reporters. He said: Such a disease could not 
exist easily and if it did it would be able to kill a lot of 
people in a very short time, and we strongly deny the 
existence of cholera and plague. 


He said: So far no cases of cholera or plague have been 
seen. These diseases were uprooted from Iran years ago, 
especially in the province of Fars, where they have no 
kind of record or generality. 


The executive director of the province of Fars Health 
Care and Treatment Organization added: Health care 
officials in the province have always tried to take timely 
steps to deal with contagious diseases and they have been 
100 percent successful. In health care matters, if there is 
a case of any kind of disease, we warn the people to take 
preventive measures, such as not using certain health 
care materials. 


In conclusion, Dr. Amiri discussed the high water 
levels in the south of Shiraz and its relation to disease. 
He said: When bacteria destroys its host, it itself loses 
the power to react. This has nothing to do with the high 
water. Each disease has its own special cycle. He called 
upon the martyr-nurturing people, especially in the 
province of Fars, not to pay attention to these rumors 
and to be assured that in the province we have no acute 
diseases or difficult health problems. He also urged the 
people to observe health care considerations in the 
consumption of fruit during the warm season, and not 
to pay attention to rumors. 
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Imported Blood Products To Be Tested for AIDS 


93LA0138B Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 
24 Jun 93 p 3 


{Text] All imported blood products will be tested for 
AIDS and hepatitis by the Iran Blood Transfusion Orga- 
nization. Consequently, these two diseases cannot come 
into the country via blood. 


Dr. Mohammad Farhadi, executive director of the Iran 
Blood Transfusion Organization, announced the above 
in an interview with IRNA’s correspondent. He added: 
This organization does not need blood from other coun- 
tries. It imports only blood products, and even these 
products are given various tests for different kinds of 
viruses. 


He emphasized precision in this regard and gave assur- 
ances that AIDS cannot come into the country via blood. 


Dr. Farhadi added: Blood donated by the public to the 
Iran Blood Transfusion Organization also goes through 
various tests. If the blood is infected, its characteristics 
are reported to the Office to Fight Contagious Diseases. 


He discussed the issue of prevention and the observation 
of ethical principles among the people in society. He 
said: When the Iran Blood Transfusion Organization is 
faced with a shortage of blood, it asks for help and 
assistance from the noble people of society. 


The executive director of the Iran Blood Transfusion 
Organization announced the willingness of this organi- 
zation’s equipped laboratories to provide other special- 
ized laboratory services. He added: Various products 
are obtained by separating blood plasma, among which 
is Factor Eight, usable by patients suffering from 
hem®dphilia. 

He announced that this organization’s immunology 
department is a place for very rare blood tests such as the 
[?fagusite] test, the T-cell test and the V-cell test, which 
have to do with cancer and immune deficiency. 


At the end of this interview Dr. Farhadi added: Using 
the blood laboratory this year it is expected that the 
entire nation’s need for blood and blood products will be 
met, and in this regard it is necessary that the people 
cooperate by giving blood. 


All Newborns To Be Vaccinated Against Hepatitis B 


93LA0138C Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI 
in Persian 21 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] Khorramabad—Central News Unit. To extend 
security, for the first time in the country all the newly born 
will be vaccinated for hepatitis B when they are born. 


Mr. Azmudeh, general manager of the national cam- 
paign against contagious diseases, who had gone to 
Khorramabad, gave an interview to the correspondent 
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from the Central News Unit. In explaining the above, he 
added: In view of the favorable conditions for the 
transfer of hepatitis B from mother to infant, the Min- 
istry of Health Care, Treatment and Medical Education 
has undertaken to vaccinate infants through the nation’s 
urban and rural health care and treatment centers to 
increase the resistance indicator for infants against hep- 
atitis B, and to immunize them against swollen livers, 
which is one of the symptoms of this disease. 


He expressed his satisfaction with the progress of the 
national immunization project. He said: Before carrying 
out the immunization, the Ministry of Health Care, 
Treatment and Medical Education only immunized 5 
percent of the population of children under the age of 
five against contagious diseases such as infantile paral- 
ysis, tetanus, whooping cough, measles, diphtheria, and 
tuberculosis. With the implementation of the extensive 
vaccination project, this figure has reached 90 to 95 
percent and the number of deaths among children due to 
these kinds of diseases has fallen from 110 to 33 per 
thousand in less than a year. 


He added: In view of the successes obtained in control- 
ling infantile paralysis, this ministry has begun an exten- 
sive program so that by the year 1374 [21 Mar 1995-20 
Mar 1996] we will see the eradication of infantile paral- 
ysis in the country. 

The general manager of the national campaign against 
contagious diseases added: According to existing statis- 
tics, every year about 1.5 million babies are born in the 
country, and from the time they are born until they are 
nine months old, these children go through five stages of 
vaccination against contagious diseases. 


Infantile Paralysis To Be Eradicated 


93LA0138D Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI 
in Persian 24 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] Khorramabad—JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI. By the 
end of the year 1374 [21 Mar 1995-20 Mar 1996] 
infantile paralysis will be completely eradicated 


throughout the country. 


Ways to eradicate infantile paralysis in the country were 
discussed at the fourth regional training workshop for 
fighting the nation’s contagious and preventable dis- 
eases, held in the municipality of Khorramabad, and 
decisions were made in this regard. 

At this workshop’s yesterday morning session, training 


was given on the major diseases prevalent in the country 
such as tuberculosis, Malta fever and malaria. 


At this meeting it was noted that even the world’s most 
advanced nations have so far been unable to eradicate 
some diseases such as tuberculosis. Vaccination and 
immunization were mentioned as the most important 
current ways to fight contagious diseases. 


The regional training workshop for fighting the nation’s 
contagious and preventable diseases began on 29 
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Khordad [19 Jun] in the municipality of Khorramabad, 
attended by Dr. Azmudeh, general manager of the Min- 
istry of Health Care, Treatment and Medical Educa- 
tion’s campaign against contagious diseases, and a large 
number of physicians and specialists. It will continue 
until 4 Tir [25 Jun). 


At this training workshop the nation’s main health care 
problems and contagious diseases were studied and 
practical ways to fight various diseases were considered. 


At the end of yesterday’s session of this training work- 
shop, Dr. Azmudeh, general manager of the Ministry of 
Health Care, Treatment and Medical Education’s cam- 
paign against contagious and preventable diseases, gave 
an interview to our correspondent in which he 
announced that by the end of the year 1374 [20 Mar 
1996] infantile paralysis will be eradicated. He said: In 
the world it has been decided that by the end of the year 
1998 this disease must be eliminated, but in view of the 
understanding we have of the people of our country, we 
have predicted that by the end of the year 1374 to early 
in the year 1375 [21 Mar 1996-20 Mar 1997] it will 
disappear, because the people themselves are aware of 
the negative effects of this disease in society, and if it is 
observed, they will immediately report it to the rural or 
urban health care and treatment centers. 


In conclusion, he emphasized the need to vaccinate 
infants against this disease. 


New Wards Inaugurated at Ahvaz’s Golestan 
Hospital 

93LA0138E Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 
27 Jun 93 p 4 


[Text] Ahvaza—JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI. In ceremonies 
attended by a group of officials from Ahvaz, three new 
wards at Ahvaz’s Golestan Hospital were opened and put 
into service. 


Our correspondent reports that these wards include a 
nerve and psychology treatment center, a neurology 
department (internal nerves) and a paraclinic complex. 
The paraclinic complex at this hospital has various 
sections, sample taking and ambulatory laboratories, 
hormone studies, radiology, and a supervisory room. At 
these ceremonies the president of the Ahvaz Medical 
Sciences University and the chief of the hospital gave 
talks in which they regarded the opening of these wards 
as very beneficial for meeting the treatment needs of the 
people in the province. 


It is worth saying that during the ceremonies the library 
at the Abuzar hospital was also opened, with 230 square 
meters of foundation. 
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